
them in captivity. Sharp's Mannikin is
one of the New Guinea suhspecies of
the Chestnut-hreasted Mannikin
Lonchura castaneothorax shmpii.
When the sun lights it up, it looks like
it has a silver Mohawk haircut on its
head. It is magnificent to hehold in the
wild.

Buckley: You have done a great
deal of work studying the vocalizations
of New World sparrows. Could you tell
us about this and your discoveries?

Baptista: I studied the New World
Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys which
is not related in any way to the Old
World sparrows, genus Passer. I stud­
ied how song was passed down by
vocal tradition and tested whether
females preferred to pair with males
singing their daddy's dialect. It turns
out they didn't really care what he sang
as long as his real estate allowed her to
raise kids. A very detailed summary of
my work has appeared in the journal
of Bird International and this is a pop­
ular journal.

Buckley: Those who have heard
you lecture have commented on your
uncanny ability to reproduce bird
vocalizations. Hopefully, at the AFA
convention, attendees will be treated
to some of them. How did you devel­
op this unusual skill?

Baptista: I accidently discovered as
a boy that I could make hird-like
sounds hlowing through my teeth and
vibrating my lips-and went on from
there.

Buckley: We know that you have
traveled extensively both in the U.S.
and around the world. Could you
share with us some of your more
memorahle travel experiences?

Baptista: Memorahle experiences
are many. However, one that always
stands out is a visit to the Sacramento
Wildlife Refuge in 1983 to see winter­
ing geese. It had heen drizzling, and
the sun was just appearing. The sky
was a mosaic of patches of white
cumulus clouds, gray nimhus clouds, a
silver spot where the sum shone
through, and patches of hlue sky.
Suddenly there were Snow Geese and
White-fronted Geese. They came from
all directions and at different heights.
As birds passed the silver spot, they
lighted up then faded as they passed
gray and white clouds, and lighted
again as they passed patches of blue. It
was a giant kaleidoscope in the sky,
accompanied by a hackground of
some 30,000 honking voices. ,.

Breeding the Lesser Flamingo in Europe
by Maarten de Ruiter

Cambron Casteau, Belgium

Of the five species of flamingo, only and hatched after 27 days. As far as I am
the Greater Phoenicopterus ruber aware, this was the first time the Lesser

and the Chilean Flamingo P chilensis are Flamingo was hatched and successful­
bred with any regularity in captivity. The ly raisedip Europe. Of interest is the fact
two endangered species, the Andean P that the summer of 1992 had the hottest
andinus and James' Flamingo P jame- temperature ever recorded in Germany
si are only kept in a few collections and this century.
are in small numbers. Both of these In Belgium another private bird­
flamingos have been previously bred in keeper was also successful in repro­
captivity. The fifth species, the Lesser ducing the Lesser Flamingo in 1992. His
Flamingo P. minor is the most numer- colony contained 26 birds and they
ous species in the wild. It is also kept were kept in his back yard. He had built
in good numbers in zoos, bird parks and a large enclosed aviary specifically for
private collections. It is strange, how- the flamingos .. This way the flamingos
ever, that this species has so few breed- did not need to have their wings clipped.
ing successes in captivity. In the U.S.A., They were fully flighted and this was very
the Bronx Zoo (New York) has bred it, important for the flamingos to copulate
but the young failed to survive. Sea World successfully.
of San Diego also bred it and success- Within this Belgian flamingo'colony,
fully raised it making it the first successful five females laid one egg each in 1992.
breeding in the U. S.A. In Asia, the Of these, three young were successfully
Jurong Bird Park keeps a colony of hatched and reared. The incubation
over 100 individual birds. They hatched period was only 26 days in these hatch­
a Lesser Flamingo in 1991, but it was later lings. The summer weather was also very
killed by a Purple Swamphen Porphyrio hot in Belgium in 1992.
porhyrio. In the zoo guidebook of the One must hope that more collections
Nihondaira Zoo in Japan, I found a keeping this species will try to produce
picture of a Lesser Flamingo chick the Lesser Flamingo. This way it will not
being hand raised, but no further infor- be necessary to remove this flamingo
mation was available to me as to the from the wild.
results of this hatching. To achieve success, I feel the following

The Lesser Flamingo was not bred in points are very important:
Europe until 1992. An attempt was done • One must keep a colony as large as
at the Bird Park ofWalsrode (Germany), possible. If one has fewer than 20
one of the greatest bird parks in the birds, try to cooperate with other
world. I have had the privilege to care collections, either sending out one's
for all five flamingo species. We had a birds or receiving additional birds to
colony of over 50 Lesser Flamingos. enlarge one's colony. It is also impor-
Mixed in with this colony were a few tant to keep an equal sex ratio in each
Andean andJames' Flamingos. Although colony. Thus all birds should be
there was copulation and nest building, sexed.
the Lesser Flamingos were not suc- • One must keep one's birds in as
cessfully reproduced. large an aviary as possible. The

The Lesser Flamingo had more suc- aviary should be dry and hot.
cess in the private collection of Mr. • If possible the birds should not have
Roman Alraun in Evensen, Germany. their wings clipped. This way the birds
This colony contained 32 Lesser are able to fly and thus be ahle to cop-
Flamingos, along with a few Chilean ulate more successfully.
Flamingos. Two female Lesser Flamingos • Mirrors should be placed around
laid one egg each in 1991, but hoth the enclosure. This way the birds
proved infertile. In 1992, three female 'think' the colony is larger than it actu-
Lesser Flamingos each produced one ally is.
egg. One egg was broken by an adult I hope I have given some useful
Chilean Flamingo and a second egg was information on the Lesser Flamingo
fertile but died after 10 days of incu- and wish success to those who are
bation. The third egg, however, was suc- trying to reproduce this wonderful
cessfully incubated by both parents bird.,.
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