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Estrildid Finches

in Aviculture...

The
Violet-eared Waxbill

by Stash And Carol Anne Buckley
Magnolia, New Jersey

he Violet-eared  Waxbill

Uraeginthus granatina is the third

of three types of Uraeginthus we
will be discussing here. Although gener-
ally regarded as the most beautiful
and desirable, this is purely subjective
and open to argument. We have
worked with Violet-eared Waxbills for
many years and in personal observa-
tion have found them to be extremely
over-rated and feel the price to be
unjustifiably high. For our money, we
would much rather invest in the Purple
Grenadier Uraeginthus ianthinogaster.
The Purple Grenadier, in our experi-
ence, is by far more intelligent, respon-
sive and easily bred. For those of you
determined to work with the Violet-
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This photo shows why the Violet-eared Waxbill got its name. The male is on the right.

eared Waxbill, be forewarned—breed-
ing is generally very disappointing,
success sporadic, and generation-
breeding unheard of in this country.

For the would-be breeder of this
species, there are certain precautions
and requirements about which you
should be aware. The Violet-eared
Waxbill is a solitary species and this
trait must be respected. There must be
just one pair to a flight. The flights do
not have to be large, but must be well
isolated (out of sight and out of hear-
ing) from flights containing other birds
of the same species. We recommend a
minimum flight size of 4 ft. long x 3 ft.
high x 2 ft. wide.

Unlike the Purple Grenadier, the
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Violet-eared Waxbills do not bond for
life but only for the breeding season.
This presents another challenge to the
potential breeder of this species. They
must be monitored continually, for
either sex can attack its mate without
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Violet-eared Waxbill with triangular bead
display - first time documented. This display
occurs when cock is looking for nesting

material but stops when preparing to mount.

Ve rare example of a Violet-eared Waxbill
building a weaver-type nest.




warning or provocation and, if the
aggressor is not removed, the victim
can easily die. (We have done studies
on the aggressive nature of the Violet-
eared Waxbill. Please refer to our
video “Understanding Bebavior (o
Enbance  Breeding in  Estrildid
Finches.")

Once a pair appears to be living in
harmony, make sure they have accept-
able quantities of livefood. They have
to have livefood to encourage breed-
ing in captivity and we have found
mini-mealworms to work best for this
purpose.

Once pairs begin to sit, it is wise not
to make any changes—the environ-
ment should remain stable. We have
found that Violet-eared Waxbills prefer
very warm temperatures—90°F. and
above. Unlike Purple Grenadiers,
Violet-eared Waxbills do not do well in
humid conditions, but become subject
to eye infections and respiratory prob-
lems. Remember: hot and dry is the
key for successful husbandry of this
African estrildid.

The nesting receptacle of choice
appears to be a small wicker finch nest

Remember: hot and dry is
the Key for successful hus-
bandry of this African
estrildid.

basket strategically placed in a grassy
tussock. We did have one pair of
Violet-eared Waxbills that built a free-
standing nest in a ficus tree located
within their 6 x 4 x 4 ft. flight, using
burlap strands and dried grass as nest-
ing materials. As is typical of estrildid
finches, Violet-cared Waxbills are
opportunistic and will gladly accept
dried grasses and 4 in. lengths of
burlap strands or what is at hand for
nesting purposes.

One pair which nested for us in a
wicker basket completely changed its
habits when given to Reg Riedel.
When Riedel set them free in a large
outdoor aviary this pair built a free-
standing weaver-like nest—something
that was completely unknown and
atypical of estrildids. And it was not a
loose, vaguely constructed nest but a
tight, well made ball hanging from a

branch. It satisfied all the requirements
to qualify for a weaver’s nest. If Riedel
had not seen it being constructed, it
would be hard to believe. Riedel tried
to photograph the birds actually build-
ing but, unfortunately, the birds would
not cooperate.

When we discussed this with Dr.
Luis Baptista he was also puzzled by
this strange behavior. His only com-
ment was that birds in different envi-
ronments build different nests. We can-
not find a record of Violet-eared
Waxbills in this or any other country
building this type of nest
Unfortunately, Riedel was called to
Costa Rica and the outcome of this
unusual nest is unclear.

Courtship among Violet-eared
Waxbills begins with the cock display-
ing to the hen. A hen which is recep-
tive to a given cock will solicit by
throwing her head back and hopping
up and down on a perch, uttering a
short musical song. This is quite simi-
lar in the cock but his song is some-
what louder than hers. The Violet-
eared Waxbill's courtship song is one
of the most beautiful produced by
estrildid finches, rivaled only by that of
the cock Crimson Seedcracker
Pyrenestes sanguineus, produced
while content with his mate and about
to mount.

Cock Violet-eared Waxbills are quite
interesting in that while looking for a
symbol to use during courtship they
will exhibit what is known as the “tri-
angular head display.” Interestingly,
this differs from other species such as
the Crimson-winged Pytilias Pytilia
phoenicoptera which produce the tri-
angular head display only while peck-
ing their partners and preparing to
mount. We have observed the Violet-
eared Waxbill showing this display
only while searching for and collecting
nesting material for use as an appro-
priate symbol in the courtship display.
When the appropriate symbol is found
the cock abandons the triangular head
display and begins his ritualistic bob-
bing to entice the hen. At this point,
she responds by soliciting copulation.

If she is not receptive, she may
respond with harsh shrieks in the
direction of the cock and actively fly-
ing from perch to perch. The cock

generally responds by starting his dis-
play over again, trying to convince the

‘hen. If she still does not respond, the

cock can get ugly and attack her. It is
at this point that the keeper must
watch carefully for signs of fighting, for
in a limited-sized flight the victim has
nowhere to flee and the cock’s
advances could easily result in death.
Remember, if breeding advances were
initiated by the hen, it could easily be
the cock that is victimized and he, like-
wise, should be removed for his own
safety.

After cock and hen have accepted
each other, nest building begins in
earnest. Nesting material is supplied by
the cock and used by the hen in build-
ing. Unlike Purple Grenadiers, pairs
will generally not sit in a nest that does
not contain eggs, but will begin laying
soon after nest construction is com-
pleted. We do not recommend parent-
rearing as Violet-eared Waxbills are
notorious for abandoning chicks. Pairs
are generally tight sitters and will not
abandon eggs during the incubation
period, which is about 12 to 14 days.
They will sit on eggs until the entire
clutch is complete. The would-be
breeder should not be fooled as eggs
hatch one per day and incubating
birds, waiting for the last egg to hatch,

[do] not be fooled as eggs
hatch one per day and incu-
bating birds, waiting for
the last egg to hatch,, ma
not be feeding any of the
chicks

may not be feeding any of the chicks
but just waiting for all the eggs to hatch
before abandoning the entire clutch. It
is at this point, or before, that we rec-
ommend the breeder foster the eggs.
Average clutch size is three or four
eggs, sometimes five. Eggs tend to be
quite small and fragile so extreme care
must be taken while handling them for
they crack quite easily. We recom-
mend using a plastic spoon and a cot-
ton-lined Canary nest for transport to
the foster nest. Be sure to include any
broken eggshell fragments as the fos-
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NATIONAL &
INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Jerry McCawiley, regional v.p.
phone/fax 512-858-4136 .
American Budgerigar Society
Amazona Society

American Cockatiel Society, Inc.
American Lory Society

Asiatic Parrot Society

Aviculural Society of America
International Parrotlet Society
National Cockatiel Society
National Finch & Softbill Society
Pionus Breeder Association
Waxbill Parrot-Finch Society

NORTHEASTERN
REGION
Linda S. Rubin, regional v.p
617-469-0557 fax 617-469-0368
CONNECTICUT
State coordinator:
Bob Sunday 203-525-8338
Connecticut Association for
Aviculture, Inc.
MAINE
State coordinator:
Margaret Fisher 207-935-3732
Maine State Caged Bird Society
MASSACHUSETTS
State coordinator:
Kathleen Viewig 617-739-2733
Aviculturists of Greater Boston,Inc
Birds of a Feather Aviculture
Society
Exotic Cage Bird Society of New
England
Massachusetts Cage Bird Assn.
Northeastern Avicultural Society
NEW HAMPSHIRE
State coordinator:

Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
New Hampshire Avicultural Society
NEW YORK

State coordinator:

Kristine Amantea $14-355-2473

Big Apple Bird Association

Broome County Caged Bird Club

Central New York Caged Bird Club

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association

Great Rochester Hookbill Assoc.

Rochester Cage Bird Club

RHODE ISLAND

State coordinator

Diane Patalano 401-885-0267
VERMONT

State coordinator:

Peter Lowry 802-754-6494

The Mission of the AFA is to Promote the Advancement of Aviculture.

MID-ATLANTIC
REGION
Kayla Snyder, regional v.p.
412-369-0908 fax 412-338-7862
DELAWARE
State coordinator:
Nancy Selz 302-798-8625
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
State coordinator:
Tom Marshall 703-777-3252
MARYLAND
State coordinator:
Debora Ready 410-838-9418
Southern Maryland Caged Bird Club
NEW JERSEY
State coordinator:
Dan Lanetti 609-386-1435
Central Jersey Bird Club
Real Macaw Parrot Club
Ruffled Feathers
PENNSYLVANIA
State coordinator:
Lorraine Smith 215-348-7423
Central Pennsylvania Cage
Bird Club
Chester County Avian Society
Delaware Valley Bird Club
Erie Cage Bird Club
York Area Pet Bird Club
VIRGINIA
State coordinator:
Dawn Kopf 703-594-3841
Commonwealth Aviculral Society
National Capital Bird Club
Parrot Breeders Association of
Virginia
Tri-State Bird Club
WEST VIRGINIA
State coordinator:
Alexis Selfert 304-866-3433

SOUTHEASTERN
REGION
Wanda Elder, regional v.p.
901-853-9988 fax 901-853-7030
ALABAMA
State coordinator:
Katherine Levine 205-881-4809
Central Alabama Aviculture Society
Rocket City Cage Bird Club, Inc
GEORGIA
State coordinator:
Sherrie Miller 404-396-7938
CSRA Exotic Bird Association
KENTUCKY
State coordinator:
Jerry T. Clarke 502-935-5440
Central Kentucky Cage Bird Club
Feathered Friends Society
MISSISSIPPI
State coordinator:
Nancy S. Speed 601-673-8100
Central Mississippi Bird Club
Greater Memphis Bird Club
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Central Florida Bird Breeders
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Sunshine State Cage Bird Society
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Coordinator:
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Exoticas, Inc.
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State coordinator:
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REGION
Janis Clark, regionat v. p.
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ILLINOIS
State coordinator:
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INDIANA
State coordinator:
Nicole Vander Heyden, DVM
317-786- 1826
Central Indiana Cage Bird
Michiana Bird Society

MICHIGAN
State coordinator:
Dave Bowman 616-381-5779
Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club
BEAKS.
North Oakland Cage Bird Club
Saginaw Valley Bird Club
Town & Country Feathered Friends

OHIO

State coordinator:
Dianne Holloway 419-636-3882
Classic Feathers
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club
Great Lakes Bird Lovers Club
Miami Valley Bird Club
Mid-American Exotic Bird Society
Northwest Ohio Exotic Bird Club

WISCONSIN
State coordinator:
Gloria Scholbe 414-496-1441
Avian Insights Bird Club
Cream City Feathered Friends
Kenosha Exotic Bird Club
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.

NORTH CENTRAL
REGION

James McCabe, regional v.p.

612-753-5241 fax 612-753-6772

IOWA

State coordinator:

Monica Sudds 712-642-4578
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Mid America Cagebird Society
MINNESOTA

State coordinator:

Steve Estebo 612-432-4758

Minnnesota Companion Bird

Association

NEBRASKA

State coordinator:

Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society
NORTH DAKOTA
State coordinator:
SOUTH DAKOTA
State coordinator:
Royce King 605-393-1720
Black Hills Cage Bird Club

SOUTH CENTRAL

REGION

Richard Hazell, regional v.p.

316- 942-8864 fax 316-942-9030
ARKANSAS

State coordinator:

Jim McGuire 501-965-2427

KANSAS

State coordinator:

Bill Rider 816-452-9310

B.ERD.

Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.

Northeast Kansas Cage Bird Club

Sunflower Bird Club

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICiJLTURE

LOUISIANA
State coordinator:
Jeanne C. Murphy 504-833-4241
Acadiana Bird Club
Bayou Bird Club
Capitol Area Avicultural Society
Louisiana Aviculture Society Gulf
South Bird Club
MISSOURI
State coordinator:
Paddy Lambert 314-962-8186
Gateway Parrot Club
Greater Kansas City Aviculural
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Missouri Cage Bird Association
OKLAHOMA

State coordinator:
Gary Blankenbiller 405-691-3553
Central Oklahoma Bird Club
Oklahoma Avicultural Society

TEXAS (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Linda Smith 817-790-8015
Cleburne Bird Society
Dallas Cage Bird Society
Fort Worth Bird Club
Cen-Tex Bird Society

TEXAS (SOUTH)
State coordinator:

Alamo Exhibition Bird Club
Capitol City Cage Bird Club
Coastal Bend Cage Bird Club
San Antonio's Feathered Friends
Triangle Bird Breeders Club
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REGION
Natalie Frumin-Weiss,
regional v.p.
206-927-6983 fax 206-952-6983
ALASKA
State coordinator:
Mark Lyke 907-346-2008
Alaska Bird Club
IDAHO
State coordinator:
Margie Loewen 208-378-8201
MONTANA i
State coordinator:
Laura Lee Neva 406-322-4444
Great Falls Cage Bird Society
OREGON

State coordinator:
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Mid Oregon Bird Club
Northwest Bird Club
Rose City Exotic Bird Club

WASHINGTON
State coordinator:
Jeri Wright, legislative liaison

206-838-9802

Avicultural Society of Puget Sound
Avis Nonhwest Bird Club
Cascade Canary Breeders Assoc.
Northwest Exotic Bird Society
South Sound Exotic Bird Society




WESTERN
REGION
Kelly Tucker, regional v.p.
505-384-5490 fax 505- 384-5441
ARIZONA
State coordinator:
Michelle Rietz 602-973-9282
Arizona Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Aviculture Society
Arnizona Seed Crackers Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson
Tropical Bird Fanciers
Yuma-lmperial Exotic Bird Club
COLORADO
State coordinator:
Heidi Hopkins 303421-3344
Front Range Avian Society
Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, Inc.
NEVADA
State coordinator (acting):
Joanne Edwards 702436-0110
Las Vegas Avicultural Society
Reno Area Avian Enthusiasts
NEW MEXICO
State coordinator:
sandi Brennan 505-281 -7729
i New Mexico Bird Club
UTAH
itate coordinator (acting):
iteve Long 801-647-3653
VasatchAvian Education Society
WYOMING
tate coordinator:
loyd Baily 307-468-2871

NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA
REGION
Donna Tondreault, regional vp
916-642-9050 fax 916-642-0874
CALIFORNIA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Diane Grindol 408-384-6548
Aviary Association
Butte County Bird Club
Capitol City Bird Society
Central California Avian Society
Central Coast Avicultural Society
! Contra Costa Avian Society
Foothill Bird Fanciers
Gold Country Aviculture Society
{ Gold Country Bird Society
Golden Gate Avian Society
Model Aviculture Program
Monterey Bay Cage Bird Club
Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Redwood Exotic Bird Society
Santa Clara Valley Bird Club

HAWAII
State coordinator:
Joe Baker 808-966-6966

Hawaii Parrot Fanciers Inc.

SOUTIERN
CALIFORNIA
REGION
Aletta M. Long, regional v.p.
Phone/fax 310-596-7429
CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)
SAN DIEGO AREA
State coordinator:
Marty Muschueke 619-468-3201
Finch Society of San Diego County
Hookbill Hobbyists
Nonh County Avicultunsts
CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)
LOS ANGELES AREA
State coordinator:
Jamt Kennedy 805-252-0437
Antelope Valley Bird Society
Aviary Association of Kern
East San Gabriel Valley Bird Society
Hemet Valley Bird Society
Long Beach Bird Breeders
Norco Valley Bird Breeders
Orange County Bird Breeders
Santa Barbara Bird Club
South Bay Bird Breeders
South Bay Bird Club ~ *
South Coast Finch Club
Valley of Paradise Bird Club
Ventura County Bird Club
West Valley Bird Society

* Position open: con-
tact regional vice presi-
dent if interested.

* indicates 2 year
term has been fulfilled. If
no new interested party
comes forward and indi-
cates a desire to serve,
incumbent remains in
position.

For information about
contacting any of these
member clubs, please
call that club’s state coor-
dinator.

ter parents will eat these and reinforce
the bonds between them and their
new charges.

We also recommend using only
well conditioned Society Finches as
foster parents. Violet-eared Waxbill
chicks are a very dark blue and are
extremely quiet in the nest. They
exhibit a pronounced head-twisting
begging posture and potential foster
parents should be accustomed to such
behavior. We recommend European
Society finch bloodlines which have
been developed expressly for the pur-
pose of fostering such difficult birds.

Eggfood that is supplied to the fos-
ter parents should be two-thirds
eggfood and one-third Skipio’s Soya
Musca, which contains 69% protein.
Use this mixture for the first two weeks
only, as continued use of such a heavy
concentration of protein could burn
out livers. After the first two weeks,
reduce the Skipio's to a mere sprin-
kling over the eggfood. The require-
ment for protein greatly decreases after
the pinfeathers emerge.

Surprisingly, we have discovered
that Violet-eared Waxbills will incu-
bate, hatch, feed and raise to indepen-
dence Society chicks which we sup-
plied to them in the “great egg switch.”
Interesting to note, though, is that
Violet-eared Waxbills that raised
Society chicks still refused to raise their
own young.

Juveniles can be kept with their par-
ents until they are self-feeding but then
should be removed to separate quar-
ters as male offspring that begin to
color up may be taken for rivals and
attacked by their father and injured or
killed. Juveniles are easily sexed, as the
cheek patches are the first to color

up—the males’ being blue and the
females’ whitish.

Even though we prefer the Purple
Grenadier to the Violet-eared Waxhill,
the latter is definitely a prize addition
to any serious aviculturist’s collection.
We recall our excitement upon being
presented with our first pair of Violet-
eared Waxbills—a gift from a past
president of the NFSS. It forever lives
in our memory as “V-E Day.”

Over the years the price of Violet-
eared Waxbills has fluctuated accord-
ing to availability and is sure to rise as
importation becomes more difficult,
Domestics have been priced as high as
$800 per pair in the mistaken belief
that they will be easier to breed. The
fact is, domestics have very often
proven to be infertile or even more dif-
ficult to breed than their wild-caught
forebears. There are no known muta-
tions.

..it is vitally important
that all Keepers of Violet-
eared Waxbills become
breeders of Yiolet-eared
Waxbills...

At this point in American and inter-
national aviculture it is vitally impor-
tant that all keepers of Violet-eared
Waxbills become breeders of Violet-
eared Waxbills or this elegant estrildid
will quickly disappear from our
aviaries.

The beautiful Violet-cared Waxbill
can be a difficult species but certainly
is not impossible to those with the
drive and dedication to persevere. >

Corporate Members

Lyon Electric Company, Chula Vista, CA
Prevue/Hendryx, Chicago, IL |
Sun Seed Company, Bowling Green, OH
Sunshine Bird Supplies, Miami, FL
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