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Trap Cage
for Small Hookbills

By Nancy Vigran, Exeter, CA

One of the most traumatic experi-
ences with an avian friend can be
watching him fly by you, out the door
and up into the treetops or down the
street.

Although it is natural in the wild for
birds to do this, captive, domestically
raised species often will not fare well
and cannot fend for food and water by
themselves or deal with unnatural
predators. Many of these birds may be
found by breeders who have a lot of
familiar bird sounds emitted from their
yards.

However, there are many species
which, for various reasons, can often
be retrieved by their owners. Finches
are very gregarious and would prefer
to stay close to others of their own
kind than to wander off into the wild
blue skies.
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One morning years ago, I found
(actually heard) a male Star Finch sit-
ting in a tree near one of the aviaries.
After a quick glance into the aviary, I
realized that he somehow had flown
out the entry the evening before with-
out my noticing and had spent a
windy night out on his own.

I cut a hole into the safety area of the
aviary and folded back a flap of wire.
One perch was placed outside in front
of the new entry hole, and a second
perch was placed inside the entry with
a water cup and seed dish hanging
next to it. Next to this was a perch
inside the aviary where the female
could sit.

From inside the house I periodically
watched through a window. Within
one hour the male went in and was
sitting as close to his hen as he could.
Quickly the flap was closed and the
door from the entry into the aviary
was opened by a prearranged wire.
Once the male was safely inside, the
door was pulled shut.

Recently 1 stepped into one aviary,
while a lovebird, much to my surprise,
flew by on his way out. He had man-
aged to arrange the door of his cage to
escape it and had been loose in the
entry area. Apparently frightened as I
went in, he exited. It didn’t take long
until he wasn’t heard from anywhere
close by.

As in many emergencies, I called on
Dale Thompson for help and recom-
mendations. He told me of luck he
had found with a funnel-trap cage.
Lovebirds, also gregarious, usually
will not wander from their flock or
mates. By the next morning a cage
was arranged, divided in two. One
side was set up normally with a perch,
seed and water dishes; the other had a
funnel leading into the cage with a
perch, food and water in the main
body of the cage. The remaining mate
was placed in the normal side of the
cage and the cage was placed atop the
aviary.

Checking one hour later revealed
only the solitary bird in the cage. By



The AFA Store

Catalog Items

Hornbill Tee Shirts
from orginal painting by Wayne Smyth

Unisex and Women's . . . . . $14.00 Stop Smuggling
Unisex tee - M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL _ Tee Shirt
Women's tee - M, L, XL, XXL Unisex - $13.00

Unisex sweatshirts . . . .. . . $22.00 M L XL, XXL, XXXL
M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL

Men's golf shirts . .. ... ... $25.00 Major Mitchell
L, XL, XXL Membership Promo

All Hornbill shirts available in Tee Shirt
(W) white or (T) light tan Unisex - $12.00
M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL

AFA Logo Watches

Men'’s, Women's
gold or silver toned
$25.00

each

AFA Enameled Logo Pins
1 for $2.00, 3 for $5.00

AFA Embroidered Patch
27, dia. $5.00 each

Animal Rights

The Inhumane Crusade,

a 'must read' for all animal lovers.

Watchbird Binder $15.00 for one, $25.00 for two
holds 1 year (6 issues)
$7.00 each

Australian Bird Prints
print size 16” x 12"
Series | - set of four
$25.00 per set

Australian Bird Prints

The Birdkeeper’s Legislative Handbook - $6.50 print size 16” x 12"

by Kelly Tucker. This booklet should be in every bird club’s Series II - set of four
library. It will prove to be most valuable to anyone who is facing $25.00 per set
Order Today zoning or other legal problems with their birds. : N
QUANTITY ITEM DISCRIPTIONS STYLE SIZE COLOR PRICE AMOUNT
Plus shipping and handling $ 4.00 |
AZ State Tax (Arizona residents) $
Total $
SEND TO: FORM OF PAYMENT:
Name My check or money order is enclosed for $
Address Charge my MC __ or Visa Account _ Number
City State - Expiration date:
Zip Phone ( ) Signature

American Federation of Aviculture, P. O. Box 56218, Phoenix, AZ 85079-6218
Phone (602) 484-0931 -+ Fax (602) 484-0109
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This special devise looks like a bird cage but is, in fact, an excelle
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% 48 PR
t bird trap. It has two sec-

tions. One contains a decoy bird while the escapee can enter the other through a wire funnel.

the second hour two bodies were
seen. Quickly and quietly, a towel was
stuffed into the open funnel end. The
lovebirds (one very tired) were placed
back into their now repaired cage and
the next day were both back to their
normal selves.
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This type of funnel-trap cage should
work equally well for budgies. How-
ever, other species can be more inde-
pendent from their bird and human
friends. Cockatiels, for instance, who
are domesticated and very often
humanized, can fly out an open win-
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dow or be frightened off an owner’s
shoulder and may not stop at the first
available tree branch, but go on for a
block or two and fly off into another
direction. In many areas of the U.S.,
cockatiels can be seen flying free and,
if tame, may light with a new owner in
a different neighborhood. Therefore,
sometimes advertising a lost pet in
neighboring areas can bring a little
friend back home.

Many larger pet birds such as Ama-
zons may take to the wing when
frightened or offered the chance;
however, since these birds have a ten-
dency to be overweight, they may not
fly too far. When tame or one of a pair,
Amazons will often remain in a nearby
tree calling out their alarm. The tame
ones can often be caught by hand, the
others are more tricky, but a similar
larger funnel-trap cage may just work.
When feasible, these birds can also be
doused with water so that their wings
are wet and they cannot fly.

Prevention is the best key to the loss
and heartbreak from a feathered
friend on the wing. Pet hookbills
should have their wings clipped on a
routine basis. Other pets such as can-
aries and mynahs should be kept
safely in their cages when doors or
windows are open. Aviary birds
should be kept with a second safety
door on the aviary. >)»
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The funnel device is easy to enter but hard to exit. Food and a
decoy bird make this a very effective trap for lovebirds, etc.




HAS BABY BIRDS SINGING

That's because neo-nate’s brand new
formulations are easy to mix and
easy to digest. Blending all the
essential nutrients for growth
, and development, neo-nate is
®=+.  professionally formulated,
_ "= researched, extensively field
tested and has excellent
X miscibility. ‘
'\‘ff' : ”“"p For the hand feeding formula that
1 beats all other formulas, wings down,

ask for L/M neo-nate today.

HAND FEEDING FORMULA

FOR LARGE HOOKBILLS

L/M Animal Farms
Pleasant Plain, Ohio 45162
1-800-332-5623 ® MADE IN THE USA

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED




New SunDiet™
Easy-To-Feed,
Easy-To-Love
Extruded Avian Nutrition.

Both you and your bird will love Sun Seed’s new SunDiet. An
irresistible combination of tastes, textures and colors in extruded
morsels and hand feeding formulas, SunDiet is the next generation
in avian nutrition. Carefully formulated using the latest research,
the new SunDiet program meets the needs of birds and bird owners.

Top breeders, noted veterinarians and avian researchers all agree:
bird owners who consistently meet their pet's nutritional needs not
only increase their bird’s health and vitality, they add years of
active companionship as well.

Take the first step toward the next generation. Visit your
neighborhood independent professional pet store today. Ask for
new SunDiet. It’'s easy to feed, easy to love and it's guaranteed!

For more detailed information on how you and your bird can benefit from new SunDiet,
send a S.ASE. to: Sun Seed Company, Box 33, Bowling Green, OH 43402
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