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NO SURE CURE FOR 
FEATHER PICKING 

There is no sure cure for feather pick
ing, as it may be caused by any number 
of reasons. However, I will discuss the 
primary problems and recommended 
cures. 

Proper nutrition is most important, 
and lack of it is probably hardest to de
tect, since long periods of time are in
volved. Birds go through various periods 
of life, such as breeding and moulting, 
which make severe demands upon the 
bird's physical system. A basic, correct 
diet is a must for the species of bird. This 
includes the correct seed mixes, greens, 
fruits, live food, etc., for your species of 
bird. With regard to seeds, some basic 
considerations are: sunflower, grey stripe 
is better than black; Canary - Morroccan 
is the most nutritous; millet-large Colorado 
or Australian is best, especially for small 
birds. Test the seed you purchase. Is it 
live? Will it germinate? Taste it. Is it 
rancid and/or bland? Smell it. Is it 
fresh? Look at it. Is it shiny? Check with 
your seed supplier if you feel you have 
problems. Complain, if you do, and re
quest special seeds. Especially important 
in the nutritional requirement is provid
ing vitamins and minerals, for cage birds, 
which would normally be obtained in 
the wild. Dermo and Tone powdered 
supplements can be mixed with seeds. 
Liquid vitamins can be added to the 
drinking water. This mixture must be 
changed daily. Consider the bird's natural 
habitat. I cured a feather picking palm 

cockatoo by feeding a mixture of two 
tablespoons of sea water per quart of 
drinking water. Clean sea water, obtain
able in a health food store, contains 44 
minerals needed for health and good 
feather condition. 

When the proper nutritional diet is 
provided, the other problem areas to con
sider are psychological, environmental 
and parasitic. 

Psychological considerations involve 
boredom, especially in hookbills, and 
nervousness in all birds. To cure boredom, 
provide the bird with something to chew 
on or pick at. Eucalyptus branches, com
plete with leaves and seed pods, dog raw
hide bones, paperback books, and pieces 
of soft wood are recommended. Do not 
use redwood or painted pieces. With re
gard to nervousness, check for the follow
ing: stalking cats; poking children; blow
ing drapes; bright lights; sudden light re
flections; sudden noise, such as slamming 
doors; and any other irregular disturbance. 
Relocate the cage if you find any of the 
aforementioned. 

Environmental considerations are cage 
size, cage height, and bathing require
ments. A cage can be either too large or 
too small, especially when considering 
direction of normal bird flight and the 
bird's wing span. Height of the cage is 
important too, since most birds fly up to 
get away from danger. Waist high to head 
high is recommended. Bathing require
ments are very important for feather 
care. Does the bird take an immersion 
bath in a bowl, such as a stream bather, 
or does the bird prefer a spray mist bath, 
such as would be obtained in a light rain 
or under cover during a heavy rain. I 
recommend a mixture of ~ listerine and 
~ water as a spray mist bath mixture. 
However, be careful with forced baths, 
spray type, as this might antagonize 
the bird. 

Parasitic problems involve mites and 
lice. Lice are easily visible with the 

naked eye. However, mites are more 
difficult to detect. Place a white cloth 
over the cage at night. Remove the cloth 
in the very early morning. Look for 
black specks. If found, rub the specks. 
If bloody specks appear, you have mites. 
Scrub the cage once a week. Scrape 
and clean the perches. Do not immerse 
the perches in water. Spray and/or dust 
the bird with a non-toxic Pyrethin. Use 
a metal cased "Bird Protector" on the 
cage - this works like a flea collar on a 
dog. 

Remember, any changes made in try
ing to correct feather picking should be 
made in moderation, and should be kept 
up for at least three months. Do not 
asphyxiate your birds with spraying, or 
starve your birds by withdrawing their 
regular feed in favor of a recommended 
feathering feed. Any changes should be 
made in moderation or the result may be 
worse rather than better • 

Interested in Love Birds? 
Join the newly forming 

AFRICAN LOVE BIRD SOCIETY 
dedicated to the study and 

breeding of lovebirds. 
For information write to Lee Horton 
2376 Bella Vista, Vista, CA. 92083 

REWARD! Forty Canaries, mostly red 
and orange factor crested, were taken 
from the aviaries of Frank Raleigh on 
November 12, 1975. Birds banded 
with red bands, initials: D.R. Numbers 
150 to 350 year 1975.$200.00 Reward 
offered for information. Contact Frank 
Raleigh, 13729 Ardis Ave., Bellflower, 
California. 

A.F.A. WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS Aluminum Leg Bands 
AVICULTURAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA. Contact Mrs. Tinita 
Ferrer, 4534 Melbourne Ave., Los Angeles, CA. 90027. 
AMERICAN SINGERS CLUB, INC., Chapter 1. Contact Mrs. Mar
garem Verdoliva (Sec.), 732 Chester Rd, Sayville, Long Island, N.Y. 
11782. 
DALLAS CAGE BIRO SOCIETY. Contact D. J. Littell (Sec.), 4025 
Travis St., Dallas, TX 75204. 
GOLD COAST EXOTIC CAGE BIRD CLUB. Contact Mary Kay 
Turning (Sec.), 2829 S.W. 4th Place, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312. 
MISSOURI CAGE BIRD ASSOCIATION. Contact LaVerne Brooner 
(Mbr. Sec.), 1721 Beulah Place, Richmond Heights, MD 63117. 
SAN DIEGO CANARY CLUB. Contact Phyllis McClure (Sec.), 349 
E. Madison Ave., El Cajon, CA 92020. 

PROMPT SERVICE HIGHEST QUALITY 

ORDER 1976 BANDS 

Coded Parakeet Closed Bands • Regular Initial Type 
Bands, not coded, in choice of colors, open or closed • 
Plastic Family Identification Bands for keets or canary, 
choice of colors • Leg', Band Cutters • Bird Claw Scissors. 

SEND SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE 
FOR COMPLETE PRICE AND PRODUCT LIST. 

RED BIRD PRODUCTS, INC. 
2786 Fruitridge Road • P.O. Box 20004 (Dept. A.F.A.) 

Sacramento, CA. 95820 
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