WESTERN
REGION
Joanne Edwards, Director
*

ARIZONA
State coordinator:
Joyce Baum 520-621-3931
Arizona Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Avicultural Society
Arizona Seed Crackers Society
Tropical Bird Fanciers
Yuma-Imperial Exotic Bird Club
COLORADO
State coordinator:
Carol Brasaemle 303-420-0782
Front Range Avian Society
Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, Inc.
NEVADA
State coordinator:
*

Las Vegas Avicultural Society
Reno Area Avian Enthusiasts

NEW MEXICO
State coordinator:

*

New Mexico Bird Club
UTAH
State coordinator:
*
WasatchAvian Education Society
Avicultural Society of Utah
WYOMING
State coordinator:
Lloyd Baily 307-468-2871

NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA
REGION

Donna Tondreault, Director
916-642-9050 fax 916-642-0874

CALIFORNIA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Diane Grindol 408-384-6548
Aviary Association of Kern
Butte County Bird Club
Capitol City Bird Society
Central California Avian Society
Central Coast Avicultural Society
Contra Costa Avian Society
Foothill Bird Fanciers
Gold Country Aviculture Society
Gold Country Bird Society
Golden Gate Avian Society
Monterey Bay Cage Bird Club
Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Redwood Exotic Bird Society
Santa Clara Valley Bird Club

" HAWAIL

State coordinator:
Joe Baker 808-966-6966

Hawait Parrot Fanciers Inc.

SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA
REGION
Aletta M. Long, Director
Phone/fax 526-596-7429
SAN DIEGO AREA
State coordinator:
Marty Muschinske 619-468-3201
Coachella Valley Bird Society
Finch Society of San Diego County
Hookbill Hobbyists of So. California
North County Aviculturists
San Diego Bird Breeders
LOS ANGELES AREA
State coordinator:
Joel Tatom 213-463-8262
Antelope Valley Bird Society
East San Gabriel Valley Bird Society
Hemet Valley Bird Society
Long Beach Bird Breeders
Norco Valley Bird Breeders
Orange County Bird Breeders
South Bay Bird Society
South Coast Finch Society
Valley of Paradise Bird Club

* Position open: con-
tact regional vice presi-
dent if interested.

** indicates 2 year
term has been fulfilled. If
no new interested party
comes forward and indi-
cates a desire to serve,
incumbent remains in
position.

For information about
contacting any of these
member clubs, please
call that club’s state coor-
dinator.

Pekin Robins

Liothrix lutea
by Sheldon Dingle, Alhambra, CA \?( -

he Pekin Robin, Liothrix lutea,

also known as the Pekin

Nightingale or the Japanese
Nightingale, has long been one of the
most popular cage and aviary soft-
billed birds. Its warm colors, delightful
song, and constant activity have
endeared it to countless aviculturists.
Many years ago when I kept Pekins,
one of my choice forms of entertain-
ment was to spike half an apple on a
nail in the Pekin aviary. For them to
destroy the apple was the work of a
moment. They were better than an
applesauce machine. These same little
birds would come to my hand for a
mealworm. And to see them perched
together for the night nuzzling up
against one another was a study in ten-
demess.

At that time, the 1960s, no one
thought much of breeding Pekin
Robins and, indeed, they had a repu-
tation for being very difficult. They
were easy and cheap to purchase so
breeding was not deemed necessary.
The general attitude can be seen in this
extract from an old (about 1930)
Avicultural Bulletin, the official organ
of the Avicultural Society of America.
The author states, “A while back I had
an inquiry as to breeding these birds in
captivity. My advice is, forget it.
Nothing but a waste of time and effort.
The best that can come of it is a lot of
disappointment.”

Although the species had been bred
in Europe, the first breeding in the
United States didn't take place until
August of 1932. Mr. C.C. Broadwater
was determined to breed the Pekins
and after a couple of false starts in an
aviary only 14 feet long and 14 feet
high, he transferred the birds to a real
aviary. The new aviary was 40 feet
long, six feet wide, and 14 feet high. It
contained 17 trees and many more
bushes and shrubs. Here the Pekin
Robins nested high in a tree and final-
ly brought off a couple of young. Alas,
this type of aviculture is on the wane.
Who nowadays has an aviary that size
to devote to a few little birds?

Fortunately, modern aviculture has
advanced to the point where there are

many products available to help one
keep and breed insectivorous birds.
Even in the 1970 edition of Finches
and Softbilled Birds by Bates and
Busenbark, there is a passage stating,
“The breeding of the Pekin Nightingale
is rather frequent compared to most
softbills...The aviary is best if planted
and if a constant supply of fresh run-
ning water is give for frequent bathing
during the nesting period.”

In his 1980 book An Encyclopedia
of Softbilled Birds, Dr. Matthew M.
Vriends states, “In captivity they will
use canary nesting “baskets,” which
must be placed in half-open nesting
boxes. They will also build their own
nests, and of course, these are also
cup-shaped and made of straw, bark,
moss, and thin roots and twigs. The
nesting boxes should be hung in
secluded locations. One should not be
too sure the couple will breed, despite
what we might hear. It seems many
people are of the opinion that the
breeding cycle will take place without
a hitch. Nothing is further from the
truth, even though success is often
possible today thanks to the many
ready-to-serve feeds available.”

Dr. Vriends goes on to say that
“Besides juicy fruits and greens (let-
tuce, endive, chickweed, and spinach),
we should also serve various insects
(beetles, ants eggs, mealworms, earth-
worms, etc.) and finely ground raw or
cooked beef. They also enjoy various
seeds (hemp, canary seed, etc.), but
their main dish consists of a good con-
coction of universal food, chick rearing
food, and soft food.”

There are later books with, perhaps,
more updated information but the
basics for the Pekin Robin probably
remain about the same. The avicultur-
al literature has noted the progression
of the Pekin Robin from a delightful
but impossible to breed bird to a
delightful but very breedable bird. This
is an encouraging bit of news in the
bird fancy.

I did not breed the Pekin Robins.
But I have never enjoyed an aviary
bird more. ¥
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