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including the tail. It's coloration i' a
lemon/yellow colored head and neck
with a red/scarlet patch above the
upp r mandihle, with the che~k patch­
e' heing a deep hlue. The hack has
green-hlack feathers, the wings are
black with blue inner-flight feathers,
outer coverts are bright blue inner
cov rt' are jet hlack. The tail i' blue­
green and the under ~ide or belly is yel­
low, and sometime spla 'hed with
orange patche '. The 'e orange patches
are more predominate in the hen and
can xt nd upward toward the
hrea 't area.

A pair q!Green Ro ella. The se.xe look abllo~ t identical hilt SOI71eti17ze - the hell it ill haz'e a lit­
tle bit qforange color on the ahdo171en edging lip into the hrea~"'''t. Look at the hiI'd all the I~ft.

The Green Ros lla i 'th larg t and
rar st of the Ro' lIas. It' averag :ize is
approximat ly 13 inch s (340mm),

The
Green Rosella

Platycercus caledonicus

by Blue Wrigley,

Rio Linda, CA

ROSELLAS;

A U.S. VIEWPOI T

T he Gre n Ros lla, also known
as the Tasmanian Ro' Ha, and
'ometimes call d th Mountain

Rosella in Australia is the larg 't of the
Platycercus family. It is found in its nat­
ural hahitat in Australia, mainly on th
i'land of Taslnania, hence it' name
and on occa 'ions in the tate of
Victoria which is across the Ba 's
Straight Sea, separating mainland
Australia from Tasmania.
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Summary
Lik all the Australian rosellas th .

Gr en Ros lla is both an int r sting
and hardy parrot. I hope that avicul­
turi ls who keep this sp cies make

very effort to hreed th m and that
oth rs, too, will take an inter st in this
rosella.

Bibliography
Boland, DJ. Brooker M.l.H., Chippendale,

G.M., Hall N. Hyland B.P.M.,
johnston, R.D., Kleinig, D.A., Turner,
].n. Forest Tree\' ofA ustralia. Thomas

elson, Melbourne, Australia: 1984.
Condon, H.T., Checkli 't of the Birds of Australia

ParI 1, ol1-Passerines. Royal
Australasian Ornithologists Union,
Melbourne, Australia: 1975.

Hutchins. B.R. A Conducted Tour of Bird
Fanciers in Tasmania. Bird Keeping in
Australia, pp 50-51,57-59, 67-6R, 91­
92 109-110 119-120: 1967.

Hutchins, B.R. & Lovell, R.H. Australian Parrots:
A Field and Aviary Study. Avicultural
Society of Au ·tralia, Melbourne,
Australia: 1985.

and grass stems, plu' silverheet,
spinach, apple, par, grapes, and
sliced carrot ar all relished. These
gr ens and fruits can h varied on a
daily hasis.

Once th femal ha' started laying
h r clutch of ggs I 'ugg st the diet he
increa 'ed and varied with the addition
of a mixtur comprising hard fi ld
peas, wheat, milo, maize, and saf­
flower s d soak d in wat r for 24
hour' ith an anti-ha t rial solution
added at the rate of half a teaspoonful
t one pint f water. As th young
orow it is wis to increase th atnount
of soaked' d to cop with th (ohvi­
ous) larg r dietaty n ds. Prior to feed­
ing, th soaked seed must he thor­
oughly rinsed and drain d. I suggest
you fe d only nough of th mixtur
that will h consun1ed during the day.
The soak d 'e d is m r easily dige t­
ed hy the young hirds aft r regurgita­
tion hy their par nts.

Fresh clean water should he avail­
ahle at all times in a container that is
large nough for th hirds to bathe in
fr ely - as ro 'elIas d light in such
activity - which is Inost heneficial for
th ir \i ll-h ing.



Uncommon in the USA
There ar not tnany pair.' of the 'e

hirds in this country hecau' of the
cost, the uncertainty of hr ding, and,
at times the aggre --ivene ., of th ir
nature so tnost aviculturi 'ts ha e not
included thel11 in their a iaries. This is
unfortunate because they are a tnagnif­
icent memher of the 1'0' lla fa111ily.
Another rea on for their lack of popu­
larity i that they are the lea 't colorful
of all of the hird - in thi -group. It i' 'ad
to 'ee that not all hut a lot of hreeder '
like to breed only the eye-catching, col­
orful hird - that sell com111erciall

Feeding
Our hird - are fed a tnLxture of var­

iou' 'eed that is 'prout d/ 'oaked 12
1110nths of the year. Thi' is hroken up
into the folIo ing approxilllate per­
centage ':

• unflo r 200/0
• Canary 20%
• Parakeet 30%
• Oats/Groats 10%

• Safflower 100/0
• Buckwheat 100/0

We al '0 add two cups of hoiled
rice, finely grind/chop-up ariou' fruits
and egetahle' and tnix these with
frozen pea' and corn and th n add
and thoroughly mix thi' cotnhination
with the 'eed 111ixture. Vegetahle'
used are carrot' yatn' turnip' rutaha­
ga, green cabbage, red cahbage and
pinach. The fruits are apples and

pears - hard not soft. In two gallon of
prouted 'eed we add 8 cup' of the

fruit/rice/vegetable tnixture. We also
add 1 oz. of wheat germ oil to thi '111i .
You can u e ju t ahout any getahl
or fruit that i 'in ea on to mi ith th
seed. This mixture i fed daily. We
have found that ith th fruit/ ea­

etable mix being 0 fine the bird - tend
to eat this first, thereby eliIninating any
po sibility of spoilage. All of our hirds
10 e honey uckle ine. If there ar

ine around a flight the ar il11ma­
ulately trimmed by theIn.

Breeding
Male Aggression
Breeding the e birds requir - patienc
and persi tence and if I do 'ay '0, a
little luck. The 1110st important thing to
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IIl,)lde tbe nest boxjllst be/aLi' the elltrance
hole there L"\ {1 1I 'Oodell plat/ann tbat keeps the
IJirds./i-olJl.Jl"J1piJlg ri(!,ht dOl/'ll onto the eggs.
It {lIsa l?e(1Js tbe Ilesting chanlber darker.

7l?e Ile't box lI'5ed by BIlle \Vngl~v has the
entrallce hole q[fset rather thall in the 17ll'ddle.

re111 111her with th Gr n' is to
oh 'erve your hirds to Inake sure there
is no excessive aggression fro111 the
111ale to the hen. Th se Ros lIas ar so
hard to purchase or acquire that it
would h cri111inal to lose one hecaus
of incoInpatihle pairing or lack of
oh 'ervation. Exces'ive aggr s'ion can
1110 't tillles, and I 'ay Inost till1CS
hecau 'e you can always find a rogue
hird in any 'p ci s, he re 'olved hy
placing th 111al in the adjoining flight
to the hen and allowing hoth hirds to
h C0l11e fa111iliar ith each other. After
on to two e ks, introduce the Inale
into the hen's flight. Always do this in
a non-hreeding tin1e of the year. Allo\
the pair to "grow to each orh r" before
the honnon s kick in for hreeding.

If the 11lale 'hows too 11luch aggres­
sion, re '01 e thi' hy cutting hack the
flight ~ athers on one ing. It is
r tnarkahle how soon he ill adju 't to
"one ing flight. 'He ill not he as fast,
nor will h ·h" ahle to 1l1aneUVer as well
cornpared to th hen. This \vill aUo\v

the hen to scap his an1orous aggres­
sion. This 111ethod is succes 'ful on Inost
occasions although there is alway' the
exc ption to the rule. I had a pair of
Greens that had heen cOll1patihle
together for 2-3 years, and the male
attacked the hen and rellloved half of
her upper 111andihle. he 'urviv d, and
h nev r attacked her again.

Long Flights
At our aviaries, we like to giv the

hirds a flight of 12 to 17 feet in length,
ith a width of at leaL t thre feet.

Hookhill d hirds do not hover or fly
straight up so flight length i' Inore
inlportant than idth. A with all ro 'el­
Ias n ver hou - pair' n xt to each
other unle" you have a solid harrier
b t en th 111. I rnade a sil11ple and
foolish 111istake when I huilt a section
of 14 flights with a safety walkway/ser­
vic area do Tn th 111iddle of it, giving
111e s \ en flight' per side. I had harri­
ers h tween ach of the side-hy- 'ide
flight, hut, unfortunately all of the
pair' of 1'0 'elIas could 'ee other pairs
acros' the walkway from the1l1. That

ar was a a 'ted -ea 'on a ' the 111ales
pre~ rred to challenge each other
across the sat ty area, rather than pay
attention to their n1ates.



Tbe Green Rosella i-the large. t and tbe? rarest ro 'ella ill AlJlel iean Ql'iculture.

Advertisers Index

TCHBIRD 63the afa

AMR Laboratories 19

Avian Adventures Inside Front Cover

Avian Publications 42

Backstreet Birds 13

Boundaries Unlimited 25

Cedar Hill/Bird Expos 21

Cuttlebone Plus 41

Everybody's Bird Mart (Pomona, CA) . 26

Grubco 41

Hagen, Rolf C. (USA) Corp.-Tropicana .27

Humidaire Incubator Company 40

Lady Gouldians/Dalrymple 53

Lima's Exotic Birds 54

L & M Bird Leg Bands 39

Lyon Electric Company. Inc 45

Magnolia Bird Farm 23

National Avairy 15

Phoenix Cage Co 53

Red Bird Products, Inc 53

Sun Seed Co. Inc Back Cover
Timberline 39
Veterinarian Listings 45
W. W. Swalef & Son 5
Yale University Press 37

Blue Wrigley i a native Australian who
ha, heen in aviculture for approximately 40
years. He ,tarted with finches in hi home­
land and graduated to lories and ro ella . He
and hi. wife, Sharon, now breed Gra
Parakeet , Ro. ellas Prince of Wales, and
Red-rumped Parakeets in northern California
at S & 13 Aviarie,. -+

Conclusion
Finally, if we are to continue to see

this rnajestic rosella rehound and grace
the aviaries of American aviculturi ts,
we all n ed to diversify the gene pool
we have hy exchanging hlood lines
with one another. Holding onto and
hogging the market are sure way - to
spell the demise of this bird in thi­
country.

De-wonning
As with all of our ro' lla', our

Greens are de-worrned four time a
year. Becau e of the number of hirds
that we breed, it is not practical to catch
each bird physically and de-worn1
them. We use the following method
and w have never y t, touch ood,
10 t a hird to worm infe tation. We de­
wonn in early spring, just prior to
hreeding sea 'on, and in early fall. We
ren10V all 'ourc s of drinking ater
cOlnpl tely for 24 hour '. We then giv
the hirds a Inixture of 1/2 teaspoon of

ither Tramisol or Leva ole she p/ani­
mal drench, powder to a gallon of
water. Thi ' is left for then1 to drink for
two day. After t 0 days of wonning
mix regular water i' 'uppli d. W th n
feed the hird xtra helpings of the
ground up fruit/vegetahle mix to help
clear th ir systeln '. Thi complete pro­
cedure is repeated in two week' 0, for
example, you de-worn1 March 1st and
March 15th then again on Octoher 1st
and Octoher 15th.

Nesting
In orth rn California (where we

live), the Green Rosella starts to exam­
ine th n st hox around the end of
March and u 'ually produces only one
clutch of egg '. Greens are not as easy
to predict a ' most other Ro ellas. They
have heen known to hre d one year
th n miss one or two years. Other
pairs will hreed annually. Th clutch
ize is norn1ally 4-5 and the eggs are

g nerally more rounded than oval.
Incuhation period varies from 19-23
days, hut averages out 21 days. The
weather in northern California is rela­
tively mild hut the e birds can handle
extremes in w ather if acclimated, so
don't b alanned if they make moves
to ards the ne t box during cold
weather. The habies generally fledge
at 5-6 weeks and the parents continue
to feed them for another 3-4 weeks.
Most Greens do not become sexually
mature until th ir cond or third year,
hut as always, th re are exceptions to
the rul s and I have heard of birds pro­
ducing at 10 month.

Nest &Jxes
\iv'e have th hest ~uc ess in hreed­

ing our larg ro 'elias in a n st hox m a­
suring 12 x 9 x 22 inches deep. The
entrance hoI i' not set in the middle of
th box it i ' offset. Instead of it being at
6 inch ',it is 4 inches froln one side,
and 2 inch ' fron1 th top. Directly
under th ntran e h Ie i' a pl3tform
Ineasuring 9 x 7 inch s (this is 10 inch­
es fro111 th t P of the hox). 111is giv s
the hirds 3ccess to the n ting area
\. ithout allowing theln to jun1p directly
on any ggs or chick'. It also ke ps the
n ting cavity darker. At th hottom of
the hox w attach three piece' of 2 x 6
wood, 9 inches long. This reduces the
actual int rior of th box hottoln to
approxi111at ly 9 x 6 ~/4. inches.

The reduced nesting ar a/cavity
allows the hen to sit tighter 3nd hope­
fully produce a high r p rc ntage of
f nile gg' and con' quently, more
hatched hahie '. Th n1at rial used is
800/0 pine 'havings and 200/0 steril
river 'and. The sand help' retain
hU111idity and dalnpn 's after the hen
hathes. Both the havings and 'and are
thoroughly lnixed prior to being
placed in the n 'ting cavity.



CC ever thought that I'd own a bird.

Dogs are more my style, but then
my girlfriend Sylvia and I saw this
yellow bird in the pet store in the
mall. It was kinda fun to watch. It
climbed all around the cage and
every time I came near, it stretched
out it's neck and made this funny
"Rrrrrrooow" Rrrrrrooow' sound
and made it's eyes real small. I must
have stood there watching that bird
for an hour before they finally
kicked us out of the store at closing
time.

Two weeks later Sylvia gave me
that bird for my birthday. I named
her Sunshine and we've been best
friends ever since ...well, second to

Sylvia of course. Ju t like my
girlfriend, Sunshine listens when I
need to talk and she makes me
laugh, however, she doesn t expect
me to buy her a ring.

I do what I can to be sure Sunshine
is happy and healthy. That's why I
feed her Sun Seed Vita Hookbill
Fruit & Veggie Formula. As my
next best friend she deserves
nothing but the best...

For more information contact us at:
Sun Seed Company, Inc. • RO. Box 33

Bowling Green, Ohio 43402
www.sunseed.com


