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Proper Diet
Zebra Finches can live on finch seed

mix alone but it is better to offer your
finches a more varied diet. I like to add
millet, fresh fruits, and egg to my birds'
diet. Fruits like sliced apples, oranges,
grapes, m~lon, and other colorful foods
add important nutrients to the finch

by Myra Markley, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Zebra Finch. Owning only one was
great, but I soon decided that I would
like to breed them.

Ze

he same scenario happens
to people all over the world
just as it happened to me.

Walking into a pet store and seeing
those active, colorful, beeping, finches
flittering about in a display cage can
mean love at first sight. I knew right
away that I wanted to own one of
these colorful little birds, but like any
good bird enthusiast, I bought a book
on basic care before buying my first
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This
Issue

First, a wonderful holiday season to
each of you - and don't forget to feed
that seasonal partridge in the pear tree.
Do take care of your birds - but take
time out to enjoy the season too.

This is ue s theme is ' Birds That Pay
Their Own Way, and More - some
times referred to as 'Bread & !?utter
Birds, a term I don't much like. Certain
pecies seem to breed easily and are

easy to sell. They include some finches,
Cockatiels (read the story by nine-year
old Sam Gillis who really wrote the
thing herselj; page 30), lovebirds, par
rotlets, and, strange to say, aracaris
(JerryJennings worked this one out, see
page 44). Sometime we overlook these
relatively common birds that are the
ones paying for the seed to raise more
difficult and undependable species.

And, in case you don t have any of
the e little money-makers, there is a
helpful article on how to feed your
birds well without spending a fortune 
think pumpkins. See page 43.

We also have a very important
'Special Report" telling you more about
the critically endangered Spix s Macaw
than you ever read before. See page 46
to get the true and accurate version of
this extraordinary conservation effort --:
one in which captive breeding is crucial
- an effort we should all support. It is a
touching and inspiring story.

There are a couple of "odd birds" in
this issue. Joseph Forshaw has Banded
Lapwings in his a iaries (pg. 20) and
Glen Holland tells how the future of a
highly endangered snipe is dependent
upon captive breeding (pg. 29). And
here we meet "The Next Generation, '
two youngsters who are seriously
involved in aviculture, Sam Gillis and
Clay Edwards. They are the future of
aviculture. Were are the others?

You'll fmd here the Scarlet Macaw,
Hawk-headed Parrots, Jardine s Parrot,
starlings and mynas and, of all things 
your birds as an insurance liability.

Read and enjoy.

SltetdoJ1 2JiJ1jte, Editor
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We Have Eggs!
Eggs usually are laid at the rate of

one per day. Incubation starts after the
last egg is laid, and the eggs start
hatching about 13 days later. Zebra
Finches can lay between one and eight
eggs, but most nests have between
two and five eggs on average. The
female does most of the incubating but
the male will also take his tum on the
eggs to give the female a chance to
stretch, eat, and drink.

If the eggs are fertile, they will tum
a darker color after the first week. If
you cannot tell whether or not they are
fertile by looking at the eggs, you can
candle them. Candling eggs is really
pretty simple but if you are very ner
vous about it, do not attempt it. To
candle an egg all you need is a pen
light or a small flashlight. Put the light
behind the egg and look for small red
veins inside the egg. You may also see
the tiny embryo'S heart beating which
will look like a small red dot rapidly
pulsating within a larger red area. If
the egg is a week old the entire con
tents of the interior of the egg might
appear red, and by this time, you
probably will not be able to distinguish
the actual embryo.

Handling the eggs is safe ifyou wash
your hands first and do not handle
them a lot. The oil from human fingers
can clog the tiny pores in the shell that
the chick needs for the exchange of air.
I try to candle eggs only once if at all. If
there is room in the nest, you can hold
the small light gently against the shell
for a brief period to look for signs of

die if they become badly entangled in
the nesting material.

W. W. Swalef & Son
Since 1968

We are looking to buy molted, large macaw.-s,
tail and other feathers, especially from .~~_c

Scarlets, Greenwings, Catalinas, Blue and Golds,
Alexandrines and some other species as well.

For list of feather prices paid, contact:
10781 Mountain View Drive, Madera, CA 93638

phone 559-439-9602 • fax 559-439-9166

without crowding.
An adequately sized breeding cage

is approximately 2 feet LxI foot W x
8 inches H, but giving a pair more
space is even better. Zebra Finches can
breed in small cages, but I do not rec
ommend it. They need exercise to stay
fit and healthy. Cramped caging can
create many problems. Cage length
and width are more important than the
height of the cage because of the birds'
natural flight pattern.

Next, the pair will need a place to
lay, incubate, and hatch their eggs.
There are several types and sizes of
Finch nests available. Many people use
the bamboo woven nests. I use them
because they are inexpensive and I can
buy them at any pet store that sells
birds. The bamboo nests come in two
sizes, regular and large. Both work well
but the larger ones are best for birds
that tend to produce large clutches.

Another popular nest is the wooden
nest box. They can be mounted inside
or outside of the cage. (If mounted out
side the cage, an opening in the cage
will allow the birds to get to the nest
box). These nests are easy to clean and
make it very easy to count eggs and
check on the chicks as they grow.

People do not always agree on
what type of nesting material is best
for birds. Zebra Finches are not partic
ular-if they can lift it, they will use it
in the building of their nest.

I like to give my Zebra Finches
small strands of burlap and shredded
Kleenex tissue to use for nesting mate
rial. It is important to make sure that
what you give them is not so fine that
they can get it tangled around their
legs or around the chicks. Birds can

Building a Home
Having a cage that is large enough

for only two birds is fine if you do not
plan to breed, but once you start
breeding Zebra Finches, you soon will
have not two, but three to six and
eventually many more. Your breeding
cage must be large enough to accom
modate your breeders and their babies

diet. I also chop hard-boiled eggs (shell
and all) for my birds every few weeks.
Fresh fruits and eggs spoil rather quick
ly in the open air so they should be
removed after a few hours.

While raising their young, Zebra
Finches not only are feeding them
selves but up to six other birds that
require ever-increasing amounts of
food as they grow. One must provide
the working parents a good variety of
extra food and make sure that they
always have clean water. Vitamin sup
plements work very well along with a
balanced diet to ensure the health of
your birds and their offspring.

Afew serious heath problems can be
avoided by providing a good diet.
Female Zebra Finches can become egg
bound or calcium deficient if they do
not get enough calcium-rich foods in
their diet. Both health problems can be
fatal if not treated right away. Consult
your avian veterinarian for proper treat
ment protocol. Various other ailments
can be caused by insufficient protein,
calcium, and/or vitamins and minerals.

Finding a "Pair"
Zebra Finches are easy to sex. Males

can be visually distinguished from
females. Male Zebra Finches have a
black breast bar, chestnut flanks
speckled with white, orange cheek
patches, a scale-like pattern under the
chin and, of course, the red beak.
Females on the other hand are totally
lacking in any of these male markings
and their beaks are a lighter and more
orange color.

There are Zebra Finch color muta
tions that have less-defined sex mark
ings, so if you really cannot see any
distinguishing markings on your bird,
look at the beak color. In all but one
Zebra Finch color mutation, the beak
colors will still be red or orange,
depending on sex.
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the traditional male colors as the beak
turns red and the females beak will
tum orange.

By six months of age, both sexes
will be ready for breeding. Males do
mature earlier than females but breed
ing young males is sometimes prob
lematic. Young males may toss eggs or
chicks from the nest in their excite
ment. If a young female begins breed
ing too young, she can become egg
bound and die.

After the chicks are raised and on
their own, the parent birds may try to
start the whole process over again right
away. Some Zebra Finches will contin
ue breeding as long as you will allow it,
as it is their instinct to do so. The care
giver must intervene to force them to
rest. Raising clutch after clutch is very
hard on the parents and can severely
weaken them and cause illness. After
each clutch they need a few months of
rest. Removing the nest and all nesting
material will stop the raising of babies
but the female may continue to lay
eggs.

Breeding for Extra Income
Making a profit may not be possible

unless you have many birds and
enough customers for your babies.
Selling babies to cover the cost of bird
food when you have only one or two
breeding pairs is a more realistic goal.

I breed Zebras and several of their
color mutations because I enjoy the
birds. I love to watch them build their
nests just perfectly and raise their
babies. I do not mass produce Zebra
Finches, but I do breed some color
mutations for exhibition in bird shows.
I sell the ones that are not show qual
ity at bird fairs and a few pet stores, as
well as to nursing homes. Whether you
raise birds for your own enjoyment or
to make a modest profit, raising Zebra
Finches can be a most enjoyable way
to observe one of Nature's most active
and colorful of feathered creatures. ~

Myra Markley is an avidfinch enthusiasts and
breeds several Zebra Finch mutations. She has
written severalpages aboutfinches and breed
ingfinches on her website at < http./lwww.sej
fera. net >. She also designs andhosts a variety
of internet sites, including the First Internet
Bird Club at < http://www.bird-elub.orW >.

Stages of Development
"Nestling" is the term used for a

baby finch that is over a week of age.
During this phase their parents must
really work hard keeping them fed and
warm as they rapidly grow. I give my
parent birds extra seed, millet, fruits,
and egg to help them keep up with the
demands of the chicks and to maintain
their own health.

Once the babies take that first bold
leap from the nest, they have reached
the "fledgling" stage. The chicks are
still very dependent on their parents'
care and feeding while they start to
explore the outside world. Millet and
soft foods are very important for the
chicks as they learn to eat on their
own. Weaning will take place a few
weeks after they fledge but the chicks
will not be fully independent for
another few weeks.

Independence from their parents
marks the "juvenile" stage. By now
they will be eating on their own and
soon will go through their first molt.
After their first molt the sexes will be
very apparent. Males will start showing

life. This method does not require that
you handle the eggs at all.

Sometimes new parent birds will
abandon their nest or accidentally cover
the eggs with more nesting material and
start over again. Removing the extra
nesting material that you provided them
as soon as the first egg is laid will help
keep new parents focused on their
duties.

Baby Zebra Finches
Zebra Finch babies are about an inch

in length when they hatch, and their
coloring is pink with a few white
downy feathers. Around three days of
age they start making audible noise that
is something like a "ff fr' sound, but it is
a very soft and some people do not
hear it until day four or five. The babies
will make a little more noise with each
passing day. If for some reason the par
ents do not feed the chicks they will die
at day three when what is left of the
yolk sac is used up. Some inexperi
enced Zebra Finch parents do not care
for their young properly after they
hatch. The pair should be allowed to
rest and then try again.

NORTHERN
~ALIFORNIA

REGION
Barry Wold, Director
530-676-8506 fax 530-676-7840

SOUTHERN
~ALIFORNIA

REGION
Aletta M. Long, Director
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Aviary Association of Kern
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Capitol City Bird Society
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Coachella Valley Bird Society
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North County Aviculturists
San Diego Bird Breeders

LOS ANGELES AREA
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Jami Kennedy 805-252-0437
Antelope Valley Bird Society
California Galrebird Breeders Assoc.
East San Gabriel Valley Bird Society
Hemet Valley Bird Society
Long Beach Bird Breeders
Norco Valley Bird Breeders
Orange County Bird Breeders
South Coast Finch Society

-West Valley Bird Society

NORTHWESTERN
REGION

Natalie Frumin.Weiss, Dir.

253-927-6983 fax 253-952-6983

ALASKA
State coordinator:
Mark Lyke 907-346-2008
Alaska Bird Club

IDAHO
State coordinator:
Margie Loewen 208-939-1041

WESTERN
REGION

Brent Andrus, Director

702-732-1281

OREGON
State coordinator: *
Finch Connection
Mid Oregon Bird Breeders Club
Northwest Bird Club
Rose City Exotic Bird Club
Southern Oregon Exotic Bird Club

MONTANA
State coordinator:
Laura Lee Neva 406-322-4444

W ASHINGTON HAWAII
State coordinator: State coordinator:
Heidi Thompson 253-756-9369 Joe Baker 808-966-6966
Avicultural Society of Puget Sound Big ISI~d Bird Society
Cascade Canary Breeders Assn. Hawau arrot FanCIers Inc

Northwest Exotic Bird Society
South Sound Exotic Bird Society

ARIZONA
State coordinator:
Joyce Baum 520-825-3400
Arizona Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Avicultural Society
Arizona Seed Crackers Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson
Tropical Bird Fanciers of Arizona
Yuma Imperial Exotic Bird Club

WYOMING
State coordinator:
Lloyd Baily 307-468-2871

UTAH
State coordinator:
Debbie Pappas 435-637-7055
Avicultural Society of Utah
Wasatch Avian Education Society

COLORADO
State coordinator:
Carol Brasaemle 303-420-0782
Front Range Avian Society
Rocky Mountain Society of

Aviculture, Inc.
NEVADA

State coordinator:
Nora Schmidt 702-331-1553
Las Vegas Avicultural Society
Reno Area Avian Enthusiasts

NEW MEXICO • Position open: contact

State coordinator: regional vice president if
Sandi Brennan 505-281-7729
New Mexico Bird Club interested.
Shadow Mountains Bird Club •• indicates 2 year term

has been fulfIlled. If no new

interested party comes for

ward and indicates a desire

to serve, incumbent remains
in position.

For information about

contacting any of these

member clubs, please call

that club's state coordinator.
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