
Young White-capped and Bronze-win Jed Parrots at play in a socializing aviary.

Aviculture of
Pionus Parrots

Breedin£ Care andPersonality

by Suzanne Henley Myers
Valrico, Florida

The Pionus parrot has become
overwhelmingly popular in the
past two to three years. It was

not impossible to predict that this lov
able pet bird would one day ascend to
the very top of the ideal medium-sized
pet bird for both family and individual.
The handfed Pionus parrot is in greater
demand than ever before.

I have been a Pionus enthusiast for
many years, first as a pet bird owner,
then moving into breeding these won
derful birds exclusively. The venture
has been rewarding but not without
the pitfalls that accompany taking on a
responsibility of this magnitude solely
and with very little written information
available.

Much credit is to be given to John
and Pat Stoodley of England for the
first and only Pionus book ever to be
written Pionus Parrots which is now
out of print. The Pionus Breeders
Assocfation, founded by the late Hank
Brawley, maintains a studbook and
supports its ~e11?-bership by distribut
ing a newsletter. Dr. Catherine Toft of
U.C. Davis maintains the studbook.
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Red-billed Pionus in the nest with young.
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The Pionus parrots, native to
Central and South America, are com
prised of eight species that vary in size.
The smallest is the Dusky, at approxi
mately 10 inches. The White-capped,
is slightly larger- in length and fullness
of body. The Blue-headed, and the
Bronze-winged, are of an intermediate
size. The largest of the genus are the
Maximilian, often referred to as Scaly
headed because of its ruffled head,
and the Coral-billed, sometimes
referred to as the Red-billed Parrot.

The Pionus can be compared in size
to a small Amazon. Two of the Pionus
parrots are endangered.

Rare Species
Massena's Pionus

Massena's Pionus or White-headed
Pionus Pionus seniloides is the rarest of
the Pionus species. Its range was at
one time western Venezuela, western
Columbia, Ecuador and northwestern
Peru in the Andes. The head is dullish
green with a white base that gives it a
speckled appearance. The upper parts
are dark green, which extends to the
tail. The breast is a dark mauvish blue.
There has been little breeding success
if any as they seem to be non-existent.

Recently the Pionus Breeders
Association funded the South American
Research Project by putting biologist
and P.B.A. member Ana Sosa de

Asanza in Ecuador to study the popula
tion and ecology of the White-headed
Pionus. On January 17, 1996 in the
northeastern side of the Andes
Mountains she recorded 45 indivi<;luals
during a four hour period. In a second
nesting area she recorded 56 individu
als. I have heard of only one pair in'
captivity, and do not know the accura
cy of this.

Plum-crowned Pionus
The Plum-crowned Pionus P.

tumultuosus. Its native habitat is west
ern-central part of South America. It has
a unique head coloring with plum on
the crown and the forehead. The Plum-
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Bronze-winged Pionu.s.
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A breeding enclosure at Top Ci/the Crest AlJiary.

crowned is very similar in head contour
and body shape to the Massena's or
White-headed. Their numbers are also
very limited Although most aviculturists
tend to keep them as separate species,
they have definite physical similarities.

Red-biUed Pionus
The Red-billed Pionus P. sordidus.

Its range in the wild is northern
Venezuela and western Columbia to
Ecuador, eastern Peru and northern
Bolivia. The coral bill is the most out
standing feature of this species. The
body is green with blue bordered
feathers and the eye ring is white. A
subspecies is the Coral-billed Pionus,
P. s corallinus. This species is bred in
limited numbers and should be kept
by breeders only.

Popular and AvaiJable Species
Blue-headed Pionus

Blue-headed Pionus P. menstruus.
This species is also known as the Red
vented Parrot. Its native habitat is
Mexico, Costa Rica and tropical South
America.

Its outstanding blue breast and
throat are complimented by the bril
liant green of the body. The bill is dark
gray with red markings at the base of
both mandibles. The undertail coverts
are brilliant red tipped with green. A

subspecies is P. m. rubegaris, referred
to as the Ruby-throated Pionus, not to
be confused with the menstruus as
both may have red throats but the
head of the rubegaris is a lighter blue.
The red throat is quite dominate in the

rubegaris. These also are limited and
may have been bred with the men
struus due to lack of knowledge.

Bronze-winged Pionus
Bronze-winged Pionus P. chal

copterus. The range and habitat of this
species in the wild is the Andes of
Columbia, Ecuador and orthwestern
Peru.

The colors on the Bronze-winged,
though subtle, are quite striking. The
crown, back of the head and upper
neck are a dark bluish green. The
wings are bronze and the tail and
upper parts of the breast are extreme
ly dark blue. The fusion of the color on
the throat varies from pinkish white to
a deeper coral-white. The tail is dark
blue, and the under coverts are deep
scarlet. The most brilliant coloring
appears on the underside of the wings.
This is a brilliant iridescent aqua. The
eye ring is pink, deepening to a dark
er coral during the breeding season.
Three pairs of my Bronze-wingeds
have obtained full coral eye ring at two
years and have maintained it.

Dusky Pionus
Dusky Pionus P. fuscus. This bird's

range in the wild is Venezuela, the
Lower Amazon areas and the Guianas.

The Dusky is an extremely striking
bird. The head bears a resemblance to
that of the Peregrine Falcon and is dis
tinctively marked with buff. The skin
surrounding the eye is gray in adults.
The head is slate blue. The cere is
marked with red feathers on either

side, and the feathers of the breast are
a brownish-pink. They become a rich
wine color as the bird matures. The
undertail coverts are purplish red and
the tail itself is a bright violet. At matu
rity the chest color varies. Some main
tain a more grayish pink while others
develop into a deeper wine color. The
underside of the flights is an iridescent
silver blue. My most colorful male
(imported but in captivity for six years)
has a phenomenal wine color. The first
year siblings had extraordinary color;
the male and female siblings were
almost identical.

Maximilian Pionus
The Maximilian Pionus P. maximil

ian is the largest of these birds, very
similar in size to the Coral-billed. Its
habitat in the wild is from Brazil
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE
'Ifie Mission of tfie .9l.!(.9l. is to Promote tfie .9l.tfvancement of.9l.vicu[ture.

1998 OFFICERS
GARY CLIFfON, President 602-830-4920 fax 602-830-3828 • DWIGHT GREENBERG. 1st Vice President 407-631-9800 fax 407-632-4338

JANIS CLARK 2nd Vice President 419-825-2839 fax 418-825-2939 • JIM HAWLEY, JR., Chief Financial Officer 602-838-4770 fax 602-987-3389

LAURELLA DESBOROUGH, Past President 510-372-6174 fax 510-372-0306 • JEAN THORPE, Secretary 813-862-2994

MEMBER CLUBS

NATIONAL A
INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS
Mild Sparzak, Director
410-282-9233 fax 410-285-6694
African Lovebird Society
African Parrot Society
Amazona Society
American Cockatiel Society, Inc.
American Lory Society
Avicultural Society of America
Canadian Parrot Symposium, West
Canadian Parrot Society, West
Endangered Species Trust
International Conure Association
International Parrotlet Society
Midwest Avian Research Expo- INf
National Cockatiel Society
National Fmch & Softbill Society
Society ofParrot Ilreedm & ExhibillJlS

NORTHEASTERN
REGION

Bob Sunday. Director
860-525-8338

CONNECTICUT
State coordinator:
Tony Duarte 860-644-7817
Connecticut Association for

Aviculture, Inc.
Rose City Hookbill Society

MAINE
State coordinator:
Jean Smith 207-677-2939
Maine State Cage Bird Society

MASSACHUSETIS
State coordinator:
Kathleen Viewig 617-739-2733
Aviculturists of Greater Boston,lnc
Massachusetts Cage Bird Assn.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
State coordinator:
Ann Marie Sullivan 978-663-9414

NEW YORK (EASn
State coordinator: .
Kristine Arnantea 914-355-2473
Big Apple Bird Association
Capital District Cage Bird club

NEW YORK (WESn
State coordinator:
Yvonne Brass 716-328-7725
Centrnl New York Caged Bird aub
Finger lakes Cage Bird Association
Greater Rochester Hookbill Assoc.
Rochester Cage Bird Club

RHODE ISLAND
State coordinator
Diane Crosby 401-823-8994

VERMONT
State coordinator:
Peter Lowry 802-754-6494
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MID-ATLANTIC
REGION

Yvonne Catena, Director
908-806-6378 fax 609-924-3149

DELAWARE
State coordinator:
Nancy Selz 302-798-8625

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
State coordinator:
Tom Marshall 703-777-3252

MARYLAND
State coordinator:

*
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.
Southern Maryland Caged Bird Club

NEW JERSEY
State coordinator:

*
Centrnl Jersey Bird Club
Real Macaw Parrot aub

PENNSYLVANIA
State coordinator:
Kelly Williams 610-369-35%
Chester County Bird Breeders
Delaware Valley Bird Club
Delco Bird aub
Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
Northeastern PA Cage Bird aub

VIRGINIA
State coordinator:
Tom Marshall 703-777-3252
Feather Fanciers of Fredricksburg
National Capital Bird Club
Parrot Breeders Assoc. of Virginia
Commonwealth Avicultural Society

WEST VIRGINIA
State coordinator:
Barry Thaxton 304-766-9180

SOUTHEASTERN
REGION

Wanda Elder, Director
901-853-9988 fax 901-853-7030

ALABAMA
State coordinator:
June Hendrix 205-776-2992
Centrnl Alabama Aviculture Society
Rocket City Cage Bird Club, Inc
Wiregrass Cage Bird Club

GEORGIA
State coordinator:
Harold Bowles 770-748-4627
Aiken Bird Club
CSRA Exotic Bird Association
Georgia Cage Bird Breeders &

Exhibitors
KENTUCKY

State coordinator:
Jerry T. Clarice 502-935-5440
Kentuckiana Bird Society

MISSISSIPPI
State coordinal\Jr:
Nancy S. Speed 601-673-8100
South Mississippi Cage Bird Society

NORTH CAROLINA
State coordinator:
Greg Bacot 919-766-3766

SOUTH CAROLINA
State coordinator:
Beth Rowan 803-862-2852
Palmetto Cage Bird Club of Aiken

TENNESSEE
State coordinator
Helen Thompson 615-745-8179
Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club
Southeast Termessee Aviculture Society
Tennesee Valley Exotic Bird Club

FLORIDA/P.R.
REGION

Suzanne Myers, Director

813-689-7262 fax 813-661-6067

FLORIDA (CENTRAL)
State Coordinator:

*
Imperial Bird Club
Sun Coast Avian Society
Sunshine State Cage Bird Society
Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club
West Florida Avian Society

FLORIDA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Alan Cooper 904-234-2140
Big Bend Bird Club
Gainsville Bird Fanciers
Florida West Coast Avian Society

FLORIDA (SOUTH)
State coordinator:
Judy Lewis 305-253-7887
Aviary & Cage Bird Society of

Southern Florida
Gulf Coast Bird Club
Panhandle Aviculture Society

PUERTO RICO
Coordinator:
David Negron 809-251-1153
O.P.A.

VIRGIN ISLANDS
State coordinator:

*

MID-EASTERN
REGION

Diane HoUoway, Director
419-636-3882

ILLINOIS
State coordinator:
John Petty 815-92-8224
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
Stateline Bird Fanciers, Inc.

INDIANA
State coordinator:

*
Central Indiana Cage Bird

MICHIGAN
State coordinator:
Bob Zalewski 313-365-5942
Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club

Great lakes Avicultural Society
Motor City Bird Breeders

OHIO
State coordinator:

*
Classic Feathers
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club
Great Lakes Bird Lovers Club
Greater Cincinnati Bird aub
Miami Valley Bird aub
Northwest Ohio Exotic Bird Club

WISCONSIN
State coordinator:
Gloria Scholbe 920-826-7478
Madison Area Cage Bird Assoc.
Cream City Feathered Friends
Kenosha Exotic Bird Club
Wisconsin Bird Lovers & Exotics

NORTH CENTRAL
REGION

Monica Sudds, Director
712-642-4578 fax 712-642-3710

IOWA
State coordinator:
Chuck Sudds 712-642-4578
Beakers Parrot Society
Mid America Cagebird Society

MINNESOTA
State coordinator:
Steve Estebo 612-985-5728
Minnnesota Companion Bird Assn.

NEBRASKA
State coordinator:
Joni Hansen 402-496-3676
Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society
Heartland Avicultural Society

NORTH DAKOTA
State coordinator:

*
SOUTH DAKOTA

State coordinator:
Royce King 605-393-1720
Black Hills Cage Bird Club

SOUTH CENTRAL
REGION

* Director

ARKANSAS
State coordinator:
Jim McGuire 501-965-2427

KANSAS
State coordinator:

*
Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.

LOUISIANA
State coordinator:
Jeanne C. Mwphy 504-833-4241
Acadiana Bird Club
Louisiana Aviculture Society
Marshland Exotic Bird Society

MISSOURI
State coordinator:

. Paddy Lambert 314-962-8186
Greater Kansas City Avicultural Soc.
Gateway Parrot Club
Missouri Cage Bird Assoc.

OKLAHOMA
State coordinator:
Gary Blankenbiller 405-691-3553
Centrnl Ok1aboma Bird Club

TEXAS (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Linda Smith 817-790-8015
Cen-Tex Bird Society
Dallas Cage Bird Society
Fort Worth Bird Club

Plano Exotic Bird Association
TEXAS (SOUTH)

State coordinator:
*

Alamo Exhibition Bird Club
Bay Area Cage Bird Club, Inc.
Coastal Bend Cage Bird Club
River City Bird Club
Triangle Bird Breeders Club

NORTHWESTERN
REGION

Natalie Frumin-Weiss,

Director

253-927-6983 fax 253-952-6983

ALASKA
State coordinator:
Mark Lyke 907-346-2008
Alaska Pet Bird Club

IDAHO
State coordinator:
Margie Loewen 208-939-1041

MONTANA
State coordinator:
Laura Lee Neva 406-322-4444

OREGON
State coordinator:

*
Finch Connection
Mid Oregon Bird Breeders Club

WASHINGTON
State coordinator:
Jeri Wright, 206-838-9802
Avicultural Society of Puget Sound
Northwest Exotic Bird Society
South Sound Exotic Bird Society



WESTERN
REGION

Joanne Edwards, Director
I *

ARIZONA
State coordinator:
Joyce Baum 520-621-3931
Ariwna Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Avicultural Society
Arizona Seed Crackers Society
Tropical Bird Fanciers of Ariwna
Avicultural Society ofTucson

COLORADO
State coordinator:
Carol Brasaemle 303-420-0782
Front Range Avian Society
Rocky Mountain Society of

Aviculture, Inc.
NEVADA

State coordinator:
*

Las Vegas Avicultural Society
Reno Area Avian Enthusiasts

NEW MEXICO
State coordinator:
•

New Mexico Bird Gub
UTAH

State coordinator:
•

Avicultural Society of Utah
WYOMING

State coordinator:
Lloyd Baily 307-468-2871

NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA

REGION
Donna Tondreault, Director
916-642-9050 fax 916-642-0874

CALIFORNIA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Diane Grindol 408-384-6548
Aviary Association of Kern
Butte County Bird Club
Capitol City Bird Society
Central California Avian Society
Central Coast Avicultural Society
Contra Costa Avian Society
Gold Country Aviculture Society
Gold Country Bird Society
Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Redwood Exotic Bird Society
Santa Clara Valley Bird Club

HAWAII
State coordinator:
Joe Baker 808-966-6966
Hawaii Parrot Fanciers Inc.

SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA

REGION
Aletta M. Long, Director
Phone/fax 526-596-7429

SAN DIEGO AREA
State coordinator:
Marty Muschinske 619-468-3201
Coachella Valley Bird Society
Finch Society of San Diego County
Hookbill Hobbyists of So. California
North County Aviculturists
San Diego Bird Breeders

LOS ANGELES AREA
State coordinator:
Joel Tatom 213-463-8262
East San Gabriel Valley Bird Society
Hemet Valley Bird Society
Long Beach Bird Breeders
Orange County Bird Breeders
South Bay Bird Society
Valley of Paradise Bird Club
West Valley Bird Club

• Position open: con
tact regional vice presi
dent if interested.

.* indicates 2 year
term has been fulfilled. If
no new interested party
comes fOlWard and indi
cates a desire to serve,
incumbent remains in
position.

For infonnation about
contacting any of these
member clubs, please
call that club's state coor
dinator.

through Bolivia and Paraguay to
northern Argentina. The plumage is
less colorful. The scaly head with the
white eye ring is a most outstanding
feature, The overall color is bronze
olive. The chin is a purplish blue
which extends to the throat area.

White-capped Pionus
The White-capped Pionus P.

senilus. Its range is the southeast
region of Mexico through Central
America and western Panama. It has a
white-feathered crown, which starts
from the beak and extends to a V
shape. The eye ring is white until
maturity, at which time it becomes
coral. The rest of the head appears
dark blue. The upper breast is dark
green while the lower breast is a bluish
green.

Although there is such a range in
beautiful colors in the Pionus the com
mon areas are the tail size, and the
very distinctive appealing eye. The
short tail has an infinite variety of col
ors, depending on the species.

Pionus as Pets
Pionus are ideal pets. Their size as

well as their temperament is most
desirable. They do not tend to chew
and are not noisy which makes them
an ideal bird for apartments. They are
an excellent family bird. In placing
them in family situations where they
are to be handled by more than one or
two people, my choice would be a
hen. They tend to be more docile at
maturity than are males. When selling
the babies I question the type of envi
ronment and who will be responsible
for the pet. In some instances, after
placing one hen, I have had a request
for a second. Two females are excel
lent pets. I would not choose to place
two males together as pets as the
males tend to be more aggressive.

The males are generally better talk
ers but cannot be compared to the
larger birds that are known for their
talking abilities. Most people who con
sider purchasing a Pionus for a pet are
not interested in a talking bird.

When handraised babies are
shipped to their new home, they are
accompanied by a toy of the same
type they had in their cage. The name
(given by the new owner-ta-be) is

used while handfeeding. By the time
the bird arrives at its new home, it has
already started to respond to its name.
The caging I suggest for the birds is the
Hoei 615. I train the birds in this cage
individually and they learn to eat from
the cups on the door and to respond
to training commands. For a young
bird it is an excellent choice. This, in
addition to a playpen, offers much
diversion.

As the bird matures, a larger cage
may be purchased. My Pionus spend a
great deal of time on their playpen and
look forward to their time on it. They
will spend hours on the playpen.

Literature pertaining to the diet, a
bag of pellets and the Pionus toy
accompany the bird. Specifics on the
individual bird are a necessity as the
bird has been trained to respond to the
name given by the owner. This makes
the transition easier when being
shipped to a new home.

1suggest that the birds be covered
at night as I have found that the birds
are less susceptible to night fright. The
covering should have sufficient thick
ness so that the bird cannot see
through it.

One thing I have learned is to never
use a mite preventative in a cage. This
is usually in the form of a small metal
container which contains mothballs.
This can have lethal potential in a cov
ered cage.

I had a bird owner come to me who
was an exceptional house cleaner and
insisted on the mite protection. After
the loss of three Cockatiels and having
had all birds necropsied, I suggested
that the mite protector which was fre
quently replaced might be the cause,
The Cockatiel that was subsequently
purchased is now still alive and flour
ishing after five years without the addi
tion of the mite protector.

Many people have asked me about
the longevity of the Pionus parrots. My
only knowledge is of pet birds that
have lived to approximately 30 years
of age as pets.

Diet and Nutrition
The Pionus require a high amount

of Vitamin A in their diet. I believe
their reproductive abilities are greatly
dependent on their diet. Too high a
protein level can lead to infertility and
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subsequent death as described below
under breeding Pionus.

I have found Kaytee Exact Parrot
Chunky to be my diet of choice. I have
successfully raised many domestic
breeders on this diet and all of my
young Cockatiels as well as Pionus
have been raised on the Kaytee hand
feeding formula. I offer other foods but
I feel very comfortable when I go into
the aviary and see the ceramic dishes
with powdered pellets on the bottom
and very little on the floor. I feel that I
am successfully monitoring their
intake. The pelleted diet is supple
mented by fruits and vegetables which
are offered in the early A.M. and then
removed after two hours if not con
sumed. Once a week in the winter I
feed a good seed mixture. This is not
mixed with the pelleted diet.

Raw carrots and grated sweet pota
to are offered as a source of beta
carotene. Green beans, Romaine let
tuce, broccoli, and summer squash are
also part of the diet. I do not use any
vitamins.

Breeding Pionus
Prior to my first acquisition of a

Pionus as a pet, Cockatiels had been
my sole breeding experience. As I
became further enamored with the
Pionus I recognized the direction I
would ultimately take. I also was
aware that as a breeder of Pionus this
would be a great undertaking because
of the limited availability of informa
tion. There were very few breeders of
Pionus in the Miami area where I orig
inally resided and none who bred
Pionus exclusively.

In breeding cockatiels I had gone
the full gamut from crop failure to
everything imaginable, much of which
could not be conclusively identified. I
had used both an oxygen tank and a
nebulizer for the Cockatiels. My edu
cational experiences were very benefi
cial in that I was more capable (with
the aid of a avian veterinarian) of iden
tifying medical situations in their pri
mary stages.

In choosing to breed Pionus I knew
I would have to give up my Cockatiel
collection and concentrate on one
species only. This was a major change
but one I look back on now as being
a very positive one.

It has been extremely rewarding in
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that I have thoroughly enjoyed the
breeding experiences and a few of the
challenges.

One of my very first Pionus that I
had acquired as a handfed baby was
diagnosed with Psittacosis. She was a
gorgeous Bronze-winged and I was
devastated. As a result of breeding
Cockatiels, but never having experi
enced the disease, I was aware of the
seriousness of what I was facing. With
much attentive care she was success
fully treated. Today she is one of my
best breeders and is tested periodical
ly. She has produced beautiful off
spring with predominant bronze.

Pionus breeding stock should be
carefully selected. A reputable, estab
lished breeder is the best source as
they will have breeding records.

My choice of breeding stock would
be young Pionus raised together. I
have found that they make excellent
parents. Even the young maturing
male will become aggressive when
breeding season approaches. The hen
will sit the eggs and the male will stay
outside the box and go in to feed the
hen and the babies as they hatch. I
candle the eggs and pull the chicks at
10 days to two weeks of age.

After being removed from the nest
box they are handfed for about three
to four months. Initially they are given
an oral electrolyte solution to prevent
dehydration and to make sure the crop
is emptying fully on its own before
using the handfeeding formula. Once
warmed up, the formula should never
be reused. Ail birds are close-banded
and DNA sexed at an early age and
individual records maintained on each.

A major concern has been the limit
ed gene pool we are working with as
we raise these domestic birds, no
longer being able to import any birds
from the wild. My older pairs are a
combination of domestic and import
pairs. The least desirable of this com
bination has been the one involving an
import female. As there is no history, I
have found my greatest losses, even
after successful production, were with
the import hen. This can probably be
attributed to the lack of information as
to background and age and certainly
the greatest stress in breeding is on the
hen.

Pionus produce one to two clutch-

es a year and the size of the clutch can
vary from two to five, most frequently
four in the Blue-headed and the
Bronze-winged. The White-capped are
more prolific and I have heard of as
many as seven if not more eggs to a
clutch. Some of these would have to
be pulled for incubation as it is virtual
ly impossible for the hen to evenly
rotate all these eggs to ensure hatcha
bility. I have never incubated Pionus
eggs as the birds are excellent parents.
The incubation period is 26 days

I have blood work done once year
lyon all my breeders. This after four
years ago having bought a domestic
"proven pair" of Bronze-winged in
excellent color and size that went to
nest the following year with infertile
eggs in both instances. The following
year on Labor Day weekend I found
the male dead on the bottom of the
cage. Six months later the hen was
found dead. These birds had been
quarantined on arrival and had been
resexed surgically. The cause of death
in both instances was visceral gout
brought on by too high of a protein
level.

I had no experiences with this
before and none since but the possi
bility of elevated protein levels neces
sitates yearly blood work.

Breeding Facility
Being located in Florida, I breed

outside in an aviary that is approxi
mately seven feet high, enclosed with
one-half by three inch seven gauge
wire. Top of the Crest Aviary is
approximately 1400 square feet includ
ing two back flights that are walk-in
units. These were an addition to the
original building. The floor is concrete,
combined with fiberglass and is
approximately eight inches thick. This
I felt was a necessity as we in Florida
who breed outside are constantly
plagued by raccoons, possums, hawks
as well as endangered foxes, not to
mention the more common squirrels,
rats and snakes. This thickness has
deterred the predators. An occasional
flapping of wings of a hawk overhead
will result in a response from within
the building. The roof of the building
is pitched.

The cages are three feet square
mounted on casters for an approxi-



Genuinely Balanced Formulas of Vital & Pure Ingredients, Resulting in Foods
with High Biological Value, to Help Ensure an Active, Healthy Life for your Bird.
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Pionus Breeders Association
Barbara Avery, 8ecretilry/Treasurer

6580 Providence Hill Road
Garden Valley, CA 95633 ,...

birds. I contacted the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife service and they were most
helpful in obtaining the CITES permits
and inJanuary of 1996 and February of
1997 I shipped the birds into South
Africa. I know that they are in a won
derful environment.

For further information contact:

Presents
PARROT SPECIALTV FOODS
For Breeders & Hobbyists

lrROIPIICAN"
Formulated Food

Special Hand-Feeding Formula for Babies
Micro-ground Extruded Formula

8-2261 1 kg (2.2 Ib) 8-2262 5 kg (11 Ib)

Natural Extruded Granules
Comes in two granule sizes: Cockatiel and Parrot.

Tropican contains seven different grains and nuts with natural colors and
fruit flavors for maximum nutrition and palatability. Less powder waste,

along with higher caloric value, make it very economical to feed.

Life-Time/Maintenance Granules Cockatiel: B-2527 5 kg (11 Ib) B-2528 11.34 kg (25 Ib)
Parrot: B-2627 5 kg (11 Ib) B-2628 11.34 kg (25 Ib)

High-Performance/Breeding Granules Cockatiel: B-2532 5 kg (11 Ib) B-2533 11.34 kg (25 Ib)
Parrot: B-2622 5 kg (11 Ib) B-2623 11.34 kg (25 Ib)

GonrlDet
Seeds, Fruit, Nut & Vegetable Mix
Fortified with Tropican
Rich variety of fun Parrot food, can be soaked with warm
water to rehydrate fruits and vegetables.
Cockatiel: B-2804 5kg (11 Ib) Parrot: B-2809 4.5 kg (10 Ib)

miME
Concentrated Full Spectrum Vitamin, Minerai
and Limiting Amino Acid Supplement. .
Sprinkle over fruit and veggies for birds on seed/legume-based diets.
B-2106 Screw-top Jar, 0.45 kg (lib) B-2110 Bucket, 2.2 kg (51b)

All foods are packed in Gas-Flushed Air Barrie.r Bags ..
Protects package from environmental detenor~tlon. (.arbon DIOXide gas
slows oxidation of nutrients and prevents bug infestation.
Exceptional Quality Control . .
Each batch is tested for quality and guaranteed analym. Fed to HARI'S birds
before being released. Smaller Consumer SIzes Also AvO/lable.

HARI'S WEB SITE: httJ.!://www.pubnix.net/-mhagen!
DISTRIBUTED BY: ROLF C. HACEN (U.S.A.) CORP.,MAlilSFIELD Mill. 02048
In U.S.A. call: Tel.: 1-888-BY-HAGEN for local distributor.
CANADA: ROLF C. HACEN INC., MONTREAL, QC H4R lE8

DayDII
Baby Bird Formula and Supplement
B-2255 jar, 650g (1.32 Ib) A new Baby Formula for hatchlings
and a digestive aid throughout baby rearing phase. Mix with
regular formula as per directions. Contains beneficial bacteria,
and digesting enzymes with protein of high biological value.
Also excellent for sick adult birds needing supportive gavage
feeding.

""~,-,HAGEN.

unfortunately introduced to the
hybridization of the Pionus. After the
hurricane in Miami, my long range
goal was to get as many unrelated
pairs of Pionus into another country as
possible.

In response to my ad, I had one
contact from South Africa who wanted
the Blue-headed, the Bronze-winged
and the Dusky. I was very pleased
with our contacts over a period of two
years and felt that this aviculturist
would be the ideal recipient of these

Conclusion
Pionus parrots have been a won

derful breeding experience for me.
The handraising of the babies has led
me to experiences and opportunities I
would never have imagined. I have
shipped handfed babies birds all over
the United States and to some foreign
countries. I have received much help
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
in obtaining the CITES permits.

As an Aviculturist I have been

mate total of five and a half feet high.
My goal is to introduce walk-in flights
to replace the cages. This will give the
birds more freedom and still allow
placing nestboxes where the eggs can
readily be candled. The cages are
approximately one foot apart and have
been set as close as eight inches. This
has mainly been in breeding pairs that
have been next to one another for a
period of time. The area is pressure
cleaned frequently and the birds thor
oughly enjoy the misting on low pres
sure as they display their wings.

The nestboxes are twelve by twelve
by twenty four inches. This size allows
me to candle eggs and easily remove
the young. I usually put approximate
ly four to five inches of shavings in the
box, which they work around until it
seems there isn't enough there to cush
ion the eggs. The mature breeding
pairs can be easily identified by the
cleanliness of their box.

I have found that the import hen
spends more time in the box prior to
laying and much care must be taken
when removing the young chicks.

The nestboxes can be used the fol
lowing year as the birds do not destroy
the boxes and seem to keep them very
clean. In some instances when I have
a proven hen with a younger male or
have found infertility in eggs, I remove
the nest box until I see obvious breed
ing. In most instances when I have
removed the box and then replaced it
later in the breeding season, I have
had more success. The male, with the
presence of the box, seems to be more
aggressive and might chase the hen
into the box when she is not ready to
lay. This behavior is usually cited only
in unproven pairs, as there seems to
be more consistency in the breeding
patterns of the proven pairs.
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