
A New Look at
Cage In

Aviculture
by Rainer Erhart, Ph.D., Kalamazoo, MI

don't really recall exactly when
and how I chose birds as my life­
long, all-consuming hobby. My

visits to my grandparents' farm surely
contributed, so did my uncles many
pigeons, and my first venture feeding
young abandoned birds, my first visit
to a large zoo, and my friendship with
a unique individual who taught me
much about nature and birds.

So many things and so many peo­
ple come to mind, but all experiences
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This bank qfcages is special?v designed.for breeding
Cockatiels. The nest boxes are attached to the outside to
allouJ maximum room in the cage. Solid trays betu;een
tiers prevent debris dropping through to the louer cages.

This is the perfect cagefor controlled
breeding ofmutation lovebirds. In this
case, the nest box is inside the cage.
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started out pretty much the same way:
what kind of bird was I going to get,
how would I house this bird, how
would I feed it, and, last but not least,
how would I convince my mother of
yet another feathered friend around
the house.

Over more than 50 years I have
asked these same questions at least
that many times, and, though the
answers have become more complex,
the birds more exotic, the housing
requirements more sophisticated, I still
feel I have to convince my spouse that
those new birds would make a fine
addition to my collection.

Over the years I have learned that in
order to be very convincing, I had to
take into consideration some of the
things that bothered her and, to my
surprise, I became a much better avi­
culturist by listening at least to some of
her advice.

She likes things orderly and clean,
and so do the birds. She likes feeding
the birds a greater variety of a menu,
and the birds love it. She likes cages
and aviaries which are functional but
also attractive, and so do the birds.
Since this article is about cages and
caging birds, let me share some of my
experiences with you.

During my many travels I am at
least as interested in how my friends
have solved caging and breeding their
birds as I am in the birds themselves.
Accordingly, I have gone through an
evolution of cage designs and have
finally arrived at something that I feel
is practical, easy to clean and service,
and is appealing to the eye as well as
the bird. I was not alone in putting
together such a project but was great­
ly helped by my friend Jim Pestoor
who had much experience with the
engineering side of production.

Photo 1 shows one of my two bird
rooms. A series of cages are linked
together and each cage is individually
lighted. It's stunning for the visitor to
see everything so clearly, the birds, the
food, the nests and the ease with
which to look at the young. Let me
give you a bit more detail.

I hate cages that are made of wire
mesh, clipped together and stacked
one on top of the other. They remind
me of my early chicken coops and
unsightly enclosures for pigeons. I still
have scars from the many scratches
that the unfinished wires have given
me and I also remember the unfortu­
nate accidents with birds who have
gotten entangled in a loose piece of
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Amazona Society
American Cockatiel Society, Inc.
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National Cockatiel Society
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Pionus Breeders Association
Society ofParrot Breeders & Exhibitors

NORTHEASTERN
REGION

Bob Sunday, Director
860-525-8338

CONNECTICUT
State coordinator:
Tony Duarte 860-644-7817
Connecticut Association for

Aviculture, Inc.

MAINE
State coordinator:
Jean Smith 207-677-2939
Maine State Cage Bird Society

MASSACHUSEITS
State coordinator:

*
Aviculturists of Greater Boston,lnc
Massachusetts Cage Bird Assn.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
State coordinator:
Ann Mare Sullivan 978.fJ63-94I4
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Soc.

NEW YORK (EASn
State coordinator:

*
Big Apple Bird Association
Buffalo Hookbill Assoc.
Capital District Cage Bird Club

NEW YORK (WESn
State coordinator:
Yvonne Brass 716-328-7725
Central New York Caged Bird Club
Finger Lalces Cage Bird Association
Greater Rochester Hookbill Assoc.
Hudson Valley Bird Fanciers
Hudson Valley Cage Bird Oub
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Rochester Cage Bird Club

RHODE ISLAND
State coordinator
Diane Crosby 401-823-8994

VERMONT
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Peter Lowry 802-754-6494

MID-ATLANTIC
REGION

Yvonne Catena, Director
908-806-6378 fax 609-924-3149

DELAWARE
State coordinator:
Nancy Selz 302-798-8625
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*

MARYLAND
State coordinator:
*

Baltimore Bird Fanciers
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.
Southern Maryland Caged Bird Club

NEW JERSEY
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*
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Real Macaw Parrot Club
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Delco Bird Oub
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Northeastern PA Cage Bird Oub

VIRGINIA
State coordinator:
Tom Marshall 703-777-3252
Feather Fanciers of Fredricksburg
National Capital Bird Club
Parrot Breeders Assoc. of Virginia
Commonwealth Avicultural Society

WEST VIRGINIA
State coordinator:
Barry Thaxton 304-766-9180

SOUTHEASTERN
REGION

Wanda Elder, Director
901-853-9988 fax 901-853-7030

ALABAMA
State coordinator:
June Hendrix 205-776-2992
Central Alabama Aviculture Society
Rocket City Cage Bird Club, Inc
Wiregrass Cage Bird Oub

GEORGIA
State coordinator:
Harold Bowles 770-748-4627
Aiken Bird Club
Companion Bird Club of Atlanta
CSRA Exotic Bird Association
Georgia Cage Bird Breeders &

Exhibitors
Georgia Cage Bird Society

KENTUCKY
State coordinator:
Jerry T. Clarke 502-935-5440
Kentuckiana Bird Society
Feathered Friends Bird Society

MISSISSIPPI
State coordinator:
Nancy S. Speed 601-673-8100
Central Missisippi Bird Oub
South Mississippi Cage Bird Society

NORTH CAROLINA
State coordinator:
Greg Bacot 919-766-3766
Raliegh Durham Caged Bird Oub

SOUTH CAROLINA
State coordinator:
Barbara Hine 864-878-8698
Palmetto Cage Bird Club of Aiken

TENNESSEE
State coordinator
Helen Thompson 615-745-8179
Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Oub
Southeast Tennessee Aviculture Society
Tennesee VaUey Exotic Bird Oub

FLORIDA/P.R.
REGION

Jerry Kane Director
941-422-0029

FLORIDA (CENTRAL)
State Coordinator:

*
Central Horida Bird Breeders
Imperial Bird Club
Sun Coast Avian Society
Sunshine State Cage Bird Society
Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Oub
West HOlida Avian Society
West Pasco Exotic Bird Club

FLORIDA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Alan Cooper 904-234-2140
Big Bend Bird Club
Emerald Coast Avian Society
Gainsville Bird Fanciers
Home Grown Exotic Bird Society
Horida West Coast Avian Society
Greater Brandon Avian Society
Jacksonville Aviculture Society

FLORIDA (SOUTH)
State coordinator:
Judy Lewis 305-253-7887
Aviary & Cage Bird Society of

Southern Florida
Gulf Coast Bird Club
Panhandle Aviculture Society
South Bay Bird society
South West Horida Bird Oub
Tampa Bay Bird Club

PUERTO RICO
Coordinator:
David Negron 809-251-1153
O.PA

VIRGIN ISLANDS
State coordinator: *

MID-EASTERN
REGION

Diana Holloway, Director
419-636-3882

ILLINOIS
State coordinator:
John Petty 8I5-92-8224
Greater Qricago Cage Bird Club
South Suburban Cage Bird Assn.
Stateline Bird Fanciers, Inc.

INDIANA
State coordinator: *
Central Indiana Cage Bird
Hoosier Exotics

MICHIGAN
State coordinator:
Bob Zalewski 313-365-5942
Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club
Great Lalces Avicultural Society
Motor City Bird Breeders
West MI Feathered Friends
Michiana Bird Society

OHIO
State coordinator:
UoydMcArthur 419-539-7535
Classic Feathers
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Oub
Great Lalces Bird Lovers Oub
Greater Cincinnati Bird Oub
Miami Valley Bird Oub
Northwest Ohio Bird Club

WISCONSIN
State coordinator:
Gloria Scholbe 920-826-7478
Madison Area Cage Bird Assoc.
Cream City Feathered Friends
Kenosha Exotic Bird Club
Wings Bird Society
Wisconsin Bird Lovers & Exotics
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club

SOUTH CENTRAL
REGION

Darrel Styles, DVM Director
512-858-2057 fax 512-858-7029

ARKANSAS
State coordinator:
Jim McGuire 501-965-2427

KANSAS
State coordinator:
Mike Langerot 316-479­
3235
Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.
Mo Kan Cage Bird Club

LOUISIANA
State coordinator:
Jeanne C. Mwphy 504-833-4241
Acadiana Bird Club
Capitol Area Avicultural Society
Louisiana Aviculture Society
Marshland Exotic Bird Society
Capitol Area Avicultural Society

MISSOURI
State coordinator:
Paddy Lambert 314-962-8I86
Greater Kansas City Avicultural Soc.
Gateway Parrot Club
Missouri Cage Bird Assoc.
Mo Kan Cage Bird Club

OKLAHOMA
State coordinator:
Gary BIankenbiller 405'{)91-3553
Central Oklahoma Bird Club
Oklahoma Avicultural Society

TEXAS (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Linda Smith 817-790-8015
Cen-Tex Bird Society
Dallas Cage Bird Society
Fort Worth Bird Club
Plano Exotic Bird Association

TEXAS (SOUTH)
State coordinator: *
Alamo Exhibition Bird Club
Bay Area Cage Bird Club, Inc.
Capitol City Caged Bird Oub
Coastal Bend Cage Bird Club
River City Bird Club
Triangle Bird Breeders Club
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fits neatly on top between the cages.
Individual cage lighting has brought
out the best in these units and I would
not think of doing without them. I use
Vita Lites and each bank of six cages
and light fixtures is put on a timer.
This allows me to slightly stagger the
times when light turns on and off.

As I indicated earlier, I use these
cages mostly as breeding units,
though there is little wrong with using
them in what ever other way you
choose. Since each cage is only about
36 inches Wide, 21 inches high and
either 14 or 20 inches deep, I try to
give all birds more space at least part
of the year.

Once the young birds have hatched
and are completely weaned I remove
them to my second bird room which
is made up of walk-in flights, including
a few indoor-outdoor units. Here they
can practice flight, put on more mus­
cle and obtain a healthy looking feath­
er coat. From these flights I eventually
select my breeders for the next season
and the entire cycle starts all over
again.

One final note. Obviously, those
cages are not for everyone. Most peo­
ple complain about the initial invest­
ment and rather continue with what
has worked for them. I, on the other
hand, find it most satisfying to look at
this as a once in a lifetime acquisition,
enjoy the ease of cleaning and have
others compliment me on how beauti­
ful the birds look in these modem cage
environments. And, perhaps most
important, I now have an admiring and
supporting spouse who rarely com­
plaints about my bird rooms or my
often intense avicultural interests. •
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wire.
Since I keep only small hookbills

and finches, all my new cages are
designed to accommodate one breed­
ing pair per unit. My collection includes
lovebirds, parrotlets, Australian grass
parakeets, and small African finches. A
friend of mine also keeps Cockatiels in
these units, although we redesigned the
cages to adjust for the birds, crests and
long tail feathers.

One of the things I have learned
over the years from European breeders
as well as through my own experience
is that successful breeding occurs only
when birds hear each other but can't
see each other. Hence all my units
have solid sides made of a very durable
and easily washable plastic. The wire
front is of a professional design and
powder coated. The front easily slips in
and out of the cage for thorough clean­
ing once the breeder birds have fin­
ished raising their young. I prefer only
one big door in the lower center
because I use feeding and watering
dishes at the bottom of the cage. Other
arrangements, however, can be easily
made. I also have one door in the
upper right or left, which gives me
access to the breeding box which sits
on a metal platform. For finches I often
remove the platform and simply hang
the natural nest right on the side of the
cage. A sturdy powder coated tray fits
tightly into the bottom and when
removed for cleaning the opening can
be closed with a neatly fitting plastic
device. This keeps birds from escaping
which is especially important for the
more flighty finches.

Finally, each cage is fitted with a
small fluorescent light fixture which

LOS ANGELES AREA
State coordinator:
Joel Tatom 213-463-8262
California Gamebird Breedm; Assoc.
East San Gabriel Valley Bird Society
Hemet Valley Bird Society
Long Beach Bird Breeders
Norco Valley Bird Breeders
Orange County Bird Breeders
South Bay Bird Society
South Coast Finch Society
Valley of Paradise Bird Gub
West Valley Bird Club

HAWAII
State coordinator:
Joe Baker 808-966-6966
Hawaii Parrot Fanciers Inc
Big Island Bird Society.

UTAH
State coordinator: *
Aviculnrral Society of Utah
Wasatch Avian Education Society

NORTHERN
£ALIFORNIA

REGION
Donna Tondreaul!, Director
530-642-9050 fax 530-642-0874

NEVADA
State coordinator: *
Las Vegas Avicultural Society
Reno Area Avian Enthusiasts

SOUTHERN
£ALIFORNIA

REGION
Aletta M. Long, Director
Phone/fax 562-596-7429

NEW MEXICO
State coordinator: *
New Mexico Bird Gub

CALIFORNIA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Diane GrindoI408-384-6548
Aviary Association of Kern
Butte County Bird Club
Capitol City Bird Society
Central California Avian Society
Central Coast Avicultural Society
Contra Costa Avian Society
FoothiJI Bird Fanciers
Gold Country Aviculture Society
Gold Country Bird Society
Golden Gate Avian Society
Monterey Bay Caged Bird Club
Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Redwood Exotic Bird Society
Santa Clara Valley Bird Club
Tn-counties Bird Gub

WYOMING
State coordinator:
Lloyd Baily 307-468-2871

SAN DIEGO AREA
State coordinator:
Marty Muschinske 619-468-3201
Coachella Valley Bird Society
Finch Society of San Diego County
Hookbill Hobbyists of So. California
North County Aviculturists
San Diego Bird Breeders

NORTHWESTERN
REGION

Natalie Frumin-Weiss, Dir.

253-927-6983 fax 253-952-6983
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Brent Andrus, Director
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NORTH CENTRAL
REGION

* Director

MINNESOTA
State coordinator:
Steve &tebo 612-985-5728
Minnnesota Companion Bird Assn.

IOWA
State coordinator:
Chuck Sudds 712-642-4578
Beakers Parrot Society
Mid America Cagebird Society

COLORADO
State coordinator:
Carol Brasaemle 303-420-0782
Front Range Avian Society
Rocky Mountain Society of

Aviculture, Inc.

ARIZONA
State coordinator:
Joyce Baum 520-825-3400
Ariwna Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Avicultural Society
Arizona Seed Crackers Society
Avicultural Society ofTucson
Tropical Bird Fanciers of Arizona
Yuma Imperial Exotic Bird Gub

NORTH DAKOTA
State coordinator: *

ALASKA
State coordinator:
Mark Lyke 907-346-2008
Alaska Pet Bird Club

IDAHO
State coordinator:
Margie Loewen 208-939-1041

MONTANA
State coordinator:
Laura Lee Neva 406-322-4444

SOUTH DAKOTA
State coordinator:
Royce King 605-393-1720
Black Hills Cage Bird Gub
Minnekota Pet Bird Society

OREGON
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NEBRASKA
State coordinator:
Joni Hansen 402-496-3676
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WASHINGTON
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