
Veterinary Viewpoints
Edited by

Amy WoreI DVM ABVPAvian

All Pets Medical Center West Hills CA

Question What is the sub

stance in cats claws that is so dead

ly to birds What is the appropriate

medical treatment and how fast must

one get
bird that has been scratched

to vet

You tire welcome to visit arid pose

questions to Dr Amy Worell via her

website at

wwwyourpetscom

ment of choice for cat attacked birds

Even then have through the years

seen individual birds that survived the

initial attack by the cat only to suc

cumb approximately three days later

to the septicemia

Answer Pasteurella multicida

is the bacteria that occurs in the cats

mouth and therefore on the cats claw

since cat licks its claws regularly

This bacteria will get into the blood

stream of the bird when it is bitten or

scratched and within 48 hours the bird

can die from bacterial septicemia

widespread infection without any

signs that it is sick until couple of

hours before it is dead It does not hap

pen with every contact hut have seen

it happen enough that recommend

when there is any contact between cat

and bird even if you cannot see

wound often you cannot due to the

feathers that the bird he checked and

started on antibiotics My antibiotic of

choice is pipercillin by injection
The

sooner the bird can he started on the

antibiotic the more chance of control

ling the bacteria before it overwhelms

the system always consider this an

emergency situation Prevention is

however best and avoiding any con

tact between cat and bird is always

preferable by confining one to cage or

room while the other is out

Rhoda Stevenson DVM ABVP Avian

Jacksonville Florida

Answer Cats have deadly

bacteria living in their mouths called

Pasteurella multicida When they

groom themselves they spread this

bacteria over the fur and claws When

they catch and scratch or bite bird

they inoculate the wound with this

bacteria At the birds higher body tem

perature these bacteria will multiply

very quickly in the blood stream and

cause the bird to become septic sys

temically infected and die very quick

ly Even the presumption of exposure

to cat saliva requires IMMEDIATE vet

erinary attention and treatment

Rose Ann Fiskett DVM ABVP Avian

Fairfax Virginia

Answer Wounds inflicted by

cats to birds have the potential of pro

ducing fatal infections Pasteurella

multicida is the primary bacteria iso

lated in these infections Cat inflicted

wounds should he examined by vet

erinarian as soon as possible

Cleansing of wounds and appropriate

antimicrohials are in order and may

prevent an infection from overwhelm

ing the bird

James Harris DVM

Oakland CA

Answer The substance in

cats claws that you mention is actual

ly bacteria called Pasteurella lti
da Cats are considered to he carriers

of this bacteria and bird that ha

been mouthed scratched or bitten by

bird should he considered exposed

to the bacteria The bacteria once in

the body of bird rapidly multiplies

and can lead to fatal septicemia

widespread infection in the body

Because of this immediate veterinary

attention for any bird bitten or

scratched by cat is strongly recom

mended Antibiotic therapy is the treat

Amy Worell DVM ABYP Avian

West Hills CA

Question have had two luti

no lovebirds that passed away within

the last months They became
very

lethargic and had black tany stools that

did not drop put the birds under

heat lamp and gave them antibiotics

from my pet store and then took the

first one to my local vet He said to put

the two they were still both alive at

this time together in the cage and that

would solve my problem It did not

solve it The first one died in January

and the second one in June then

talked to the breeder who suggested

that the problem was intestinal and

that it could have been due to an over

dose of vitamins had been offering

them Petamine in the cage so they had

it all the time Could thk have been the

problem was also told that maybe

they got into something What kinds of

things could harm What about

perfumes hairsprays plants and such

now have green Peach faced

and do not want the same thing to

happen to this one Are there any pre

cautions should take

Thanks for your help

Rousseau CA

Answer Black
tarry

stools are

usually an indication of digested blood

The most common causes of this

include bacterial infections viral infec

tions and ingestion of toxic substances

including heavy metals household poi

sons toxic plants or food

Overdosing vitamins can certainly

cause problems but if the Petamine
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CommercialMembers
Exotics Homestead FL

ABC Birds Humble TX

Adventures in Birds Houston TXlbAviaries lbNM

Alonzo Ann Keaau HI

Amencan Bird Center Goulds FL

Anderson Ken Boeme TX

Animal Adventures Greendale WI

Animal Crackers Greendale WI

Animal Environments Carlsbad CA

Animal Exchange lQleh MD

Ayes International Rancho Palos Verde CA

Avian Acres Exofic Bird Farm leNJ

Avian Adventures Inc Dallas TX

Avian Collaborative Marlboro MA

Avian Medicine Chest Woodbine IA

Avian Resources San Dimas CA

Aviary of Naples Naples FL

Bells Exotics Inc lQleh GA

Benden Weyr Aviaries Saginaw Ml

Bignest Aviary TX

Bird Broker Inc Salt Lake City UT

Bird Country Lewistown MT

Bird Crazy Inc San Diego CA

Bird Fever Indianapolis IN

Bird of Feather Hershey PA

Bird Times Greensboro NC

Birdladys Atascadero CA

Birds Pet Redwood Estates CA

Birds Beasts Yorba Linda CA

Birds Nest Gurley AL

Birds of Paradise Aviaries Kurtistown HI

laAviaries Escondido CA

Boston Exotics Action MA

Boundaries Unlimited Inc Gotha FL

Brinsea Products Inc lQleh FL

Broilett Noah Los Angeles CA

Parrot Farm Corpus Christi TX

Cagemasters Inc Loxahatchee FL

rQin Victor Coral Gables FL

Cavanaugh Debbie Sam Brentwood TN

Christian John Linda Waban MA

la Sunny Phoenix AZ

Clifton Bird Farm Mesa AZ

Corners Ltd Inc Kalamazoo MI

Country Critters Patchogue NY

Crystal Parrot Southampton MA

Cuttlebone Plus lbro CA

Dam Birds Austin TX

Dark Conhnent Aviary Troy Hensley Bethlehem GA

Davids Parrot Place Tacoma WA

Dee Michael Natural
History Books Chatsworth CA

Denisas Parrot Place Mercer Island WA

Denton Boyd lake TX

Di Vinci Ltd Las Vegas NV

Diamante Ranch Aviaries Bulverde TX

Dow Clara Dennis Kirtiand NM

Parrotcom Empire AL

Browns Sons Inc Sinking Springs PA

Emerson Carol Great
Barrington

MA

Exotic Birds Richard Gilmore Graham TX

Expandable Habitats Rockton IL

Family Farms Equines Exotics Nuevo CA

Fancy Publications Los Angeles CA

Fantastic Feathers Port St Lucie FL

Feathered Follies Walnut Creek CA

Feeding Tech Nineveh IN

Ferguson Mike Katie Walla Walla WA

First Flight Betteville IL

For Pets Sake Decator GA

Fouts Barry Pat Lakeland FL

Fox Ted Marcellus NY

Foxs Feather Farm Watsonville CA

Franklin Judy Gn Wings ldh IL

Frasier Products Denver CG

Frey Dr Walter tdabel GK

Friedman Alan Baltimore GH

GaIter Sharon STAT Marketing Gakton VA

Gay Bridget Mount Aukum CA

yQs Jungle Andover NJ

Graze Timothee Clinton CT

Handraised Bebeh Turck West Hurley NY

Hauer Sandy Dover PA

Hazel Coleen Eden MD

Hays Belle Comptche CA

Hessler Jean Costa Mesa CA

Hetler John Nescopeck PA

Hidden Forest Wildlife Art Gallery Falibrook CA

Higgins Group Miami FL

Hilt Country Aviaries LLC Dripping Springs TX

Hobo Toys Lancaster NY

lh Aviaries Center Ridge AR

Hunter Parrot Farm Loganvilte CA

Huntington Sally Vince San Diego CA

Jeff Jims Jungle Aviary San Antonio TX

Johns Aviaries Sturgis MS

Jungle Enterprises Homestead FL

Jurka Frances Pismo Beach CA

Just Parrots Lexington SC

Kates Books Markdesign Boyton Beach FL

Kaytee Products Inc Chilton WI

Kennedy Robert Jami Canyon Country CA

Kookaburra Pets ltonh TX

Kuzel Donna Marie Pacific Junchon IA

LAvian Plus Pet Products Stephen MN

LGL Alaska Research Assoc Anchorage AK

LGL Animal Care Products Bryan TX

LGL Ecological Research Assoc Bryan TX

LGL Limited Canada

Lafeber Company Cornell IL

Last Chance Farms Miami FL

Limas Exotic Birds Woodland Hills CA

Little Friar Aviary Philadelphia PA

Living Design Worthing SD

Lizs Bird Shop Chicago IL

Lundeen Judith Idaho Falls ID

Artistic Designs Houston TX

Aviaries Pet Supplies Bandera TX

Magnolia Bird Farm Anahe CA

Marshall Shirtey Jacksonville FL

Martin Steve Lake Wales FL

McCormic Dan Noelle Wildwood FL

Millikin KP Palmetto FL

Montgomery Harold Fort Pierce FL

Morman Kay Fremont NE

Mt Glympus Aviaries Crestwood KY

North Carolina Zoological Park Asheboro NC

GId World Aviaries Austin TX

Patch The Benton MS

Parrot Domain Fredricksburg VA

Parrot Gizmos Tallahassee FL

Parrot Jungle Gardens Miami FL

Parrot Passions Wyoming MI

Parrot Perch Aviaries Las Vegas NV

Parrot Place of Colorado Springs CD

dise Anderson SC

Parrotlet Ranch Aptos CA

Parrots People Collewille TX

Parrotsupplycom Ravensdale WA

Pasadena Parrots Inc Pasadena CA

Pet Power Inc Phoeniz AZ

Pettin Place Rena NV

Pips Playhouse Ctarksville TN

Pretty
Bird International Inc Stacy MN

Gueen Robert Sr Virginia Spring Branch TX

Aviaries Hunlock Creek PA

Bird Gardens MG

Rain Forest Exotics Inc Conroe TX

Reliable Protein Products Palm Desert CA

Rice Doug Walkerton IN

Richardson Colleen Eden MD

Robertson Joseph Woodland Hills CA

Rockledge Aviary Spring Branch TX

RoIf Hagen USA Corp Mansfield GH

Ronies for the Love of Birds Sandy UT

Roth Janice Baltimore MD

Royal
Bird Supply Co Lincointon NC

Rydant Rick Kingston NY

Saunders Stockton CA

Scandaglia Frank Staten Island NY

Scarlet Grchard Aviaries Gtis Grchards WA

Schults Bird Farm Langhorne PA

Scott Pet Products Rockville IN

Sea World of Florida lan FL

Shadybrook Aviary lsbo DR

Sharpe Mac Plant City FL

Skyline Garden Jamul CA

Snell Marquad Clarkesville TN

Societe Des Parcs De Sciences Canada

South Haven Birds Montgomery AL

Stuart Carolyn Thomas Alvin TX

Sugarcreek Bird Farm lbro GH

Sundown Aviary Lodi CA

Sun Seed Company Bowling Green GH

Super Bird Creations Pine CG

Swan Creek Saginaw Ml

Birds SL George UT

The Bird Shop Sacramento CA

Tim Swango Lake Wales FL

Top Flock Aviary Loxahatchee FL

Tradewinds Exotic Birds Terry MS

Tropaquabcs Denver CD

Tucker Farms Estancia NM

Up At Six Aviaries Bosque NM

Urban Bird New York NY

Van Kruijsen Walter Spain

Verde Squirts Aviary Anaheim CA

WB Saunders Gwings Mills MD

Walnut Creek Service Center Walnut Creek CA

Waterloo Wings Stained Glass Chelsea Ml

Web Ranch Bfmstrs Birds Mooreland DK

Weinberg NEK USA Tarpon Springs FL

West Shirley Vacaville CA

West Parrot Society Willis TX

Williams Elaine Earl Baytown TX

Williamson John Jersy City NJ

Willow Creek
Aviary land WA

Woodys Bird Farm Dover PA

Wylds Wingdom Norfolk VA

Yale University Press New Haven CT

Yvonnes Swings and Things Roctester NY

Ziegler Inc Gardners PA

Zoological Imports IZI International Vernon Hills IL

Zupreem Mission KS

10 NovemberDecember 2000



Cornrnercial Mernber

Veterinarians

was only offered as supplement and

not as the main diet it should not have

caused prohlem You did not say
if

the hirds had free run of the house

hut this is significant as far as exposure

to toxins There are many items in our

houses that are toxic to hirds if they

ingest them including hasehoards car

pets cleaning suhstances many met

als paints varnishes finishes certain

plants and the list goes on We advise

nevei to allow hirds out of the cage

without supervision emotional maturi

ty of year old If the hirds are

chewing on the cage and the cage is

galvanized high in zinc soldered

high in lead or painted with paint

high in zinc this can cause heavy

metal toxicity Bacterial infections usu

ally occur from exposure to had hac

teria This can come from contaminat

ed water or water dish contaminated

food handling hy person who has

hacteria on their hands walking on the

floor contact with other animals in the

household and the list goes on Food

either pellets or seed should he fresh

and properly stored hecause when it

gets
old it can hecome rancid or cont

aminated with hacteria or mold Fresh

fruits and lesh should he

washed and removed after hours to

prevent excess hacterial growth As

you can see there are many things that

could have heen involved with the

death of your hirds It is good idea

to have necropsy done hy an avian

eterinarian to determine the specific

cause of death particularly because

you had different hirds die with sim

ilar symptoms months apart At this

would estahlish relationship

vi an avian veterinarian and your

new pet would then watch the drop

pings each day paper towels on the

hottom of the cage that are changed

daily and at the first sign of hlack

dropping have the hird seen hy the

veterinarian Continued on page

Arizona

Ross Babcock DVM 6029449661

Palo Verde Animal Hospital Phoenix

California

Edvardo Acosta DVM
Sunset Cliffs Animal Clinic San Diego

Florida

Animal Clinic of Lady Lake 3527535333

Lady Lake

Bern Levine DVM 3055951674

Last Chance Farm nc Miami

Rhoda Stevenson DVM 9092680204

Exotic Bird Hospital Jacksonville

Tim Swango DVM 9416766176

Swango Animal Hospital Lake Wales

Georgia

Kitty Remington DVM 9122430380

lhouse Vet Services Bainbridge

Illinois

Nye Ness McDonald Mori DVMs

Westchester 7083448166

Indiana

Ellen Cook DVM 3177586069

Cicero

Massachusetts

Wendy Emerson DVM 9788873836

Mobile Veterinary Services Topsfield

William Sager DVM 508 486 3101

Littleton Animal Hospital Littleton

Maryland

Bonnie Miller DVM 4103632040

Animal Avian Exotics Owings Mills

Missouri

David Kersting DVM 3144696661

Bird Medicine Surgery Chesterfield

Mississippi

VCA Animal Hospital of Livonia 2486157670

North Carolina

Lauren Powers DVM 9199184000

Timberlyne Animal Clinic Chapel Hills

Mark Stehr DVM 7049331414

South Ridge Veterinary Clinic Kannapolis

New Jersey

LisaAnne Attanasi DVM 2014618651

Englewood Cliffs Veterinary Englewood

Cliffs

Dean Cerf DVM 2014476000

Ridgewood Vet Hospital Ridgewood

New York

JC Adsit DVM 5184630600

Albany

Laura Wade DVM 7168322800

Blue Cross Small Animal Clinic Amherst

Nevada

Patrick Hauck DVM 7027349761

Flamingo Pet Clinic Las Vegas

Ohio

Linda Wiley DVM 4408261520

Metropet Animal Hospital Berea

Wallace Wendt DVM 2165210533

Drs Wallace Wendt Animal Hospital

Lakewood

Pennsylvania

Toby Erlichman VMD 6106927560

Animal Hospital of Chester City West

Chester

Jeannette ul VMD

Wright Veterinary Medical Center Bethlehem

Tennessee

Shanon McGee DVM 9018538519

Collierville Animal Clinic Collierville

Texas

Roy Cruzen DVM 281 8907257

Steeplechase Animal Hospital Houston

Bob Denton DVM 8172976939

Deer Creek Animal Hospital Crowley

Karen Lass DVM 9729850081

Preston Park Animal Hospital Dallas

CarolLynne Meissner DVM 5124764938

Austin

Virginia

Rose Fiskett VMD dipl abvp 703425

PETS

specialty avian practice

Potomac Valley Veterinary Hospital

Fairfax

the afa WATCHBIRD



Continued from page

Rhoda Stevenson DVM ABVPAvian

Jacksonville Florida

Answer Lethargy and black

tarry stools warranted an immediate

visit to an avian veterinarian Added

warmth is useful first aid measure hut

over the counter medications without

proper evaluation and diagnosis is

usually not effective and may he harm

ful When the first bird died it would

have been appropriate to have had

post mortem examination performed

by pathologist This could have been

arranged by your veterinarian The

information from this would help to

develop treatment plan for the

remaining bird Yes there cnuld have

been involvement of the intestinal tract

hut the dark tarry stools and intestinal

symptoms may have been manifes

tation of more generalized disease

Some vitamins in excessive amounts

can he toxic You need to consult with

an experienced avian veterinarian who

should he able to help you with advice

on proper nutrition husbandry and

screening tests for your new bird The

veterinarian can also advise you on

toxic materials plants and other dan

gers to your bird

James Harris DVM
Oakland CA

Answer am sorry to hear

about the loss of your two lovebirds

Regarding the cause of death of the

two birds unfortunately at this point

that cannot he determined

Additionally what may have appeared

to you to he the same condition in the

two birds may actually have been

caused by two different causes

Regarding your new bird would

strongly suggest visit to knowl

edgeable avian veterinarian In this

visit diet and husbandry in addition to

physical examination will he dis

cussed and performed You may also

consider having diagnostic tests per

formed at that time Best wishes

Amy Worell DVM ABVP Avian

West Hills CA

fEditors Note You are welcome to visit

Dr Amy Worell at her webs ch at

wwwyourpetscom
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