Veterinary Viewpoints

Question #1: What is the sub-
stance in a cat's claws that is so dead-
ly to birds? What is the appropriate
medical treatment and how fast must
one get a bird that has been scratched
to a vet?

Answer #1: Pasteurella multicida
is the bacteria that occurs in the cat’s
mouth and therefore on the cat’s claw
since a cat licks its claws regularly.
This bacteria will get into the blood-
stream of the bird when it is bitten or
scratched and within 48 hours the bird
can die from a bacterial septicemia
(widespread infection) without any
signs that it is sick until a couple of
hours before it is dead! It does not hap-
pen with every contact, but I have seen
it happen enough that 1 recommend
when there is any contact between cat
and bird, even if you cannot see a
wound (often you cannot due to the
feathers) that the bird be checked and
started on antibiotics. My antibiotic of
choice is pipercillin by injection. The
sooner the bird can be started on the
antibiotic, the more chance of control-
ling the bacteria before it overwhelms
the system. I always consider this an
emergency situation. Prevention is,
however, best and avoiding any con-
tact between cat and bird is always
preferable by confining one to cage or
room while the other is out.

Rboda Stevenson, DVM, ABVP-Avian
Jacksonville, Florida

Answer #2: Cats have a deadly
bacteria living in their mouths called
Pasteurella multicida. When. they
groom themselves, they spread this
bacteria over the fur and claws. When
they catch and scratch or bite a bird,
they inoculate the wound with this
bacteria. At the bird’s higher body tem-
perature, these bacteria will multiply
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very quickly in the blood stream and
cause the bird to become septic (sys-
temically infected) and die very quick-
ly. Even the presumption of exposure
to cat saliva requires IMMEDIATE vet-
erinary attention and treatment.

Rose Ann Fiskett, DVM, ABVP-Avian
Fairfax, Virginia

Answer #3: Wounds inflicted by
cats to birds have the potential of pro-
ducing fatal infections. Pasteurella
multicida is the primary bacteria iso-
lated in these infections. Cat inflicted
wounds should be examined by a vet-
erinarian as soon as possible.
Cleansing of wounds and appropriate
antimicrobials are in order and may
prevent an infection from overwhelm-
ing the bird.

James M Harris, DVM
Qakland, CA

Answer #4: The substance in a
cat’s claws that you mention is actual-
ly a bacteria called Pasteurella multici-
da. Cats are considered to be carriers
of this bacteria and a bird that has
been mouthed, scratched, or bitten by
a hird should be considered exposed
to the bacteria. The bacteria, once in
the body of a bird, rapidly multiplies
and can lead to a fatal septicemia
(widespread infection in the body).
Because of this, immediate veterinary
attention for any bird bitten or
scratched by a cat, is strongly recom-
mended. Antibiotic therapy is the treat-

ment of choice for cat attacked birds.
Even then, I have through the years
seen individual birds that survived the
initial attack by the cat, only to suc-
cumb approximately three days later
to the septicemia.

Amy B. Worell, DVM, ABVP-Avian
West Hills, CA

Question #2: [ have had two luti-
no lovebirds that passed away within
the last 6 months. They became very
lethargic and had black tarry stools that
did not drop. I put the birds under a
heat lamp and gave them antibiotics
from my pet store and then took the
first one to my local vet. He said to put
the two (they were still both alive at
this time) together in the cage and that
would solve my problem. It did not
solve it. The first one died in January
and the second one in June. I then
talked to the breeder who suggested
that the problem was intestinal and
that it could have been due to an over-
dose of vitamins. I had been offering
them Petamine in the cage so they had
itall the time. Could this have been the
problem? I was also told that maybe
they got into something. What kinds of
things could harm them? What about
perfumes, hairsprays, plants and such.

[ now have a green Peach-faced
and do not want the same thing to
happen to this one. Are there any pre-
cautions | should take?

Thanks for your help.

D. Rousseau, CA

Answer #1: Black tarry stools are
usually an indication of digested blood.
The most common causes of this
include bacterial infections, viral infec-
tions, and ingestion of toxic substances
including heavy metals, household poi-
sons, toxic plants, or "bad” food.

Overdosing vitamins can certainly
cause problems, but if the Petamine
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Schults Bird Farm, Langhorne, PA
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was only offered as a supplement and
not as the main diet, it should not have
caused a problem. You did not say if
the birds had “free run” of the house,
but this is significant as far as exposure
to toxins. There are many items in our
houses that are toxic to birds if they
ingest them, including baseboards, car-
pets, cleaning substances, many met-
als, paints, varnishes, finishes, certain
plants, and the list goes on. We advise
never to allow birds out of the cage
without supervision (emotional maturi-
ty of a 2 year old). If the birds are
chewing on the cage and the cage is
galvanized (high in zinc), soldered
(high in lead), or painted with paint
high in zinc, this can cause heavy
metal toxicity. Bacterial infections usu-
ally occur from exposure to “bad” bac-
teria. This can come from contaminat-
ed water or water dish, contaminated
food, handling by a person who has
bacteria on their hands; walking on the
floor, contact with other animals in the
household, and the list goes on. Food,
either pellets or seed, should be fresh
and properly stored because when it
gets old it can become rancid or cont-
aminated with bacteria or mold. Fresh
fruits and vegetables should be
washed and removed after 6 hours to
prevent excess bacterial growth. As
you can see, there are many things that
could have been involved with the
death of your birds. It is a good idea
to have a necropsy done by an avian
veterinarian to determine the specific
cause of death, particularly because
you had 2 different birds die with sim-
ilar symptoms 6 months apart. At this
point, | would establish a relationship
'with an avian veterinarian and your
new pet. I would then watch the drop-
pings each day (paper towels on the
bottom of the cage that are changed
daily) and at the first sign of a black
dropping, have the bird seen by the

veterinarian. Continued on page 11.

Commercial Member
Veterinarians

Arizona
Ross E. Babcock, DVM ¢ 602-944-9661
Palo Verde Animal Hospital, Phoenix

California
Edvardo Acosta, DVM
Sunset Cliffs Animal Clinic, San Diego

Florida
Animal Clinic of Lady Lake » 352-753-5333
Lady Lake

Bern M. Levine, DVM » 305-595-1674
Last Chance Farm, Inc, Miami

Rhoda Stevenson, DVM « 809-268-0204
Exotic Bird Hospital, Jacksonville

Tim Swango, DVM » 941-676-6176
Swango Animal Hospital, Lake Wales

Georgia
Kitty Remington, DVM e 912-243-0380
Animalhouse Vet Services, Bainbridge

llinois
Nye, Ness, McDonald, Mori, DVMs
Westchester 708-344-8166

Indiana
Ellen K. Cook, DVM ¢ 317-758-6063
Cicero

Massachusetts
Wendy Emerson, DVM « 978-887-3836
Mobile Veterinary Services, Topsfield

William C. Sager, DVM ¢ 508-486-3101
Littleton Animal Hospital, Littleton

Maryland
Bonnie J. Miller, DVM « 410-363-2040
Animal Avian & Exotics, Owings Mills

Missouri
David Kersting, DVM ¢ 314-469-6661
Bird Medicine & Surgery, Chesterfield

Mississippi
VCA Animal Hospital of Livonia * 248-615-7670

North Carolina
Lauren Powers, DVM « 919-918-4000
Timberlyne Animal Clinic, Chapel Hills

Mark J. Stehr, DVM ¢ 704-933-1414
South Ridge Veterinary Clinic, Kannapolis

New Jersey
Lisa-Anne Attanasi, DVM ¢ 201-461-8651
Englewood Cliffs Veterinary, Englewood
Cliffs

Dean J. Cerf, DVM « 201-447-6000
Ridgewood Vet. Hospital, Ridgewood

New York
J.C. Adsit, DVM = 518-463-0600
Albany

Laura L. Wade, DVM « 716-832-2800
Blue Cross Small Animal Clinic, Amherst

Nevada
Patrick W. Hauck, DVM ¢ 702-734-9761
Flamingo Pet Clinic, Las Vegas

Ohio
Linda Wiley, DVM ¢ 440-826-1520
Metropet Animal Hospital, Berea

Wallace E. Wendt, DVM ¢ 216-521-0533
Drs. Wallace & Wendt Animal Hospital,
Lakewood

Pennsylvania
Toby Erlichman, VMD « 610-692-7560
Animal Hospital of Chester City, West
Chester

Jeannette Rilling, VMD
Wright Veterinary Medical Center, Bethlehem

Tennessee
Shanon B. McGee, DVM « 901-853-8519
Collierville Animal Clinic, Collierville

Texas
Roy Cruzen, DVM » 281-890-7257
Steeplechase Animal Hospital, Houston

Bob M. Denton, DVM « 817-297-6939
Deer Creek Animal Hospital, Crowley

Karen Lass, DVM ¢ 972-985-0081
Preston Park Animal Hospital, Dallas

Carol-Lynne Meissner, DVM » 512-476-4938
Austin

Virginia
Rose Fiskett, VMD, dipl. abvp, 703-425-
PETS
specialty avian practice
Potomac Valley Veterinary Hospital
Fairfax
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Continued from page 9.
Rboda Stevenson, DVM, ABVP-Avian
Jacksonville, Florida

Answer #2: Lethargy and black
tarry stools warranted an immediate
visit to an avian veterinarian. Added
warmth is a useful first aid measure but
over the counter medications without
proper evaluation and diagnosis is
usually not effective and may be harm-
ful. When the first bird died, it would
have been appropriate to have had a
post mortem examination performed
by a pathologist. This could have been
arranged by your veterinarian. The
information from this would help to
develop a treatment plan for the
remaining bird. Yes, there could have
been involvement of the intestinal tract
but the dark tarry stools and intestinal
symptoms may have been a manifes-
tation of a more generalized disease.
Some vitamins in excessive amounts
can be toxic. You need to consult with
an experienced avian veterinarian who
should be able to help you with advice
on proper nutrition, husbandry, and
screening tests for your new bird. The
veterinarian can also advise you on
toxic materials, plants, and other dan-
gers to your bird.

James M. Harris, DVM
Oakland, CA

Answer #3: [ am sorry to hear
about the loss of your two lovebirds.
Regarding the cause of death of the
two birds, unfortunately at this point,
that  cannot  bhe  determined.
Additionally, what may have appeared
to you to be the same condition in the
two birds, may actually have been
caused by two different causes.

Regarding your new bird, I would
strongly suggest a visit to a knowl-
edgeable avian veterinarian. In this
visit, diet and husbandry in addition to
a physical examination will be dis-
cussed and performed. You may also
consider having diagnostic tests per-
formed at that time. Best wishes.

Amy B. Worell,/ DVM, ABVP-Avian
West Hills, CA

[Editor’s Note: You are welcome to visit
Dr. Amy Worell at ber website at:
WWW.yourpets.com );’
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