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T he hroad-tailed parrots are 
among the rnost popular in 
aviculture and I b lieve this 

to he the hest hook written on the su b
i ct. The authors recognize eight 
'pecies of rosellas (while acknowledg
ing some of the species are closely 
allied) and they also treat the prorni
nent subspecies and cer1ain racial vari
ants. They maintain the Barnardius 
g nus for the Mallee, Cloncurry and 
Port Lincoln Parrots 

Having kept and hred all hut 
one of the species mentioned in this 
most excellent new book, I easily rec
ognize the virtue of the infonnation 
presented and would dearly loved to 
have had it in 111y early hirdkeeping 
efforts. The authors are absolutely the 
mo't knowledgeahle that I have ever 
r ad on the su hject. 

And their book is very'well orga
nized, too. After the Introduction (be 
sure to read this as it is a key of sorts to 
the rest of the book), the chapters are: 
• Housing • Diet 
• Management • Diseases 

The next section looks at the 
birds themselves with an entire chap
ter devoted to each of the 11 species. 
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Under "Housing," the reader i 
given the four comrnon types of 
a viaries used for this grou p of hirds 
with the virtues and hazards of each. 
This is a very good chapter and will 
save the reader rnuch grief if the con
struction principles are followed -- and 
there are many options, one of which 
should fit your needs whatever your sit
uation. Many of you unfamiliar with the 
rnetric systen1 of measurements will 
shower blessings upon the authors for 
including in parentheses the At11erican 
conversions of their measurements, 
e.g., 4 m (13 ft). You are on your own 
regarding temperature measurements, 
though. There are three excellent fig
ures depicting elements of aviary con
struction that can be very helpful in 
building new aviaries or remodeling the 
old ones. 

In the "Diet" chapter, you'll get 
all you need to know about feeding 
this family of birds including a basic 
seed mix, greenfood, vegetahles, fruit, 
sprouted seeds, rearing food, and 
handfeeding diets. There are refer
ences to the broad-tailed hirds ' 
propensity to hecolne obese and how 
to avoid it. 

'Managernent" says it all. This 
chapter contains data from cleanliness 
in the aviary to feed and water facili
ties, health issues nesting, pairing, 
colony hreeding, transporting, and 
everything in hetween. It is a remark
ahle instruction manual for all avicul
turists experienced or not. 

But I helieve the reader will most 
enjoy the 11 chapters chock-full of 
exciting information on the individual 
species and suhspecies. You 'll get the 
standard history, range, and field notes 
but you'll also get what you 've never 
gotten hefore -lots of exquisite photos 
of the species, subspecies, and (can 
you helieve it?) the plethora of color 
mutations. I had no ide~ there were so 
many heautiful mutations among this 
group of hirds. You will he delighted 

A ustralian Broad-tailed· Parrots 
hy Stan Sindel and James Gill is 
ahsolutely the last and best word on 
these wonderful aviary birds. By all 
rneans arTange to acquire the hook. ~ 
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