Quaker Parakeet Society

by Sandee L. Molenda
Specialty Organization Vice President

The Quaker Parakeet Society
(QPS) was founded in 1999. It is a
growing group of pet owners and avi-
culturists who care about and wish to
preserve all Quaker Parakeets
Myiopsitta monachus both captive and
feral. It is dedicated to the following
goals:

e To support the responsible
breeding and keeping of Quaker
Parakeets;

e To educate on the care and
habits of Quaker Parakeets in the
home, in the aviary, and in the wild;

» To promote the survival and
humane treatment of Quaker Parakeets
in all environments and habitats.

The Quaker Parakeet Society
publishes a quarterly magazine, The
Sentinel. Its purpose is to share stories
and information on care and behavior
of Quakers, as well as to keep the
membership updated on what is hap-
pening within the various subcommit-
tees. There is a core group of contrib-

_utors with regular columns on advice

for pet owners, surveys, classifieds,
and special articles. Other well
known writers in the Quaker commu-
nity contribute periodically.

QPS has established QPS/RAPP
— Quaker Parakeet Society Rescue and
Placement Program. It is solely inter-
net based and focused on Quakers. In
this group are over 100 volunteers
across the country that give their time
to transport, foster, and adopt Quaker
Parakeets at need. Since the inception
of the group, 77 Quakers have been
accepted by RAPP.

To meet the educational needs
of Quaker owners, QPS/RAPP estab-
lished RAPPbaac (Rescue And
Placement Program, before and after
care), which is a mentoring program
and two web-sites. It is a successful
program that has allowed many
Quakers to stay with their original
owners.

Another issue that impacts
RAPP is that Quakers are currently
illegal to own in approximately 12
states (the number varies as legisla-
tion and state regulations change).

Many of these states will confis-
cate a Quaker if found and euthanize
it. RAPP has agreements with the
Pennsylvania and  Connecticut
Departments of Fish and Wildlife to
be called if a Quaker is confiscated in

those states. Volunteers from neigh-
boring states are brought in to take
the birds out of state and into foster
homes. At no time are any of the
RAPP rescued birds put into breeder
situations unless requested by the
relinquishing owner. RAPP is current-
ly working to educate potential
Quaker owners prior to purchase.

The Quaker Parakeet Society’s
website contains information about
the group as well as articles from
both aviculturists and pet owners.
Check it out at:

http://quakerville.com/qps.

This year, the Quaker Parakeet
Society will be holding its first annu-
al meeting in conjunction with the
AFA conference in Houston in
August. For many people, it will be
the first time that they will actually
meet others that they have been cor-
responding with for years.

Dues are only $20/year for an
individual, $35 for a family, $22 for
Canadian individual, $35 for
Canadian family, and $32 for an
international single, and $47 for an
international family membership
(U.S. funds only, check or Paypal via
our web site). If you are interested
in joining, please email:

< pipersparrots@mediaone.net >
For more information contact:
The Quaker Parakeet Society

P.O. Box 34
Brewster, Ohio 44613
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Nest Box Creations

Gold Caps, Suns & Pyrrhura Conures
Normal Green Cheeks & Color Mutations
Souance, Black Capped & Painted Conures
Jardine’s & Senegals
Yellow-fronted Kakariki Consortium
Ray and Nora Schmidt
2345 Key Circle, Reno, NV 89431-2377
(775) 331-1553
E-mail: noraschmidt@juno.com

A MYERS
MENAGERIE
BIRDS

SEEDS & SUPPLIES REASONABLY PRICED
Bob, Joyce & Rob
MeWeF 10am -4 pm
OR call for appointment

Ramona, CA 92065
B: (760) 788-5848
H: (760) 789-3815

E.mail: mybird@flash.net

We are members proudly supporting the AFA

16 Third Quarter 2001




