Bird-Free Bird Fairs ??

here is a carnival atmosphere,
Twith wares spread out on

tables, hung from display
stands, and large items arrayed on the
floor. Vendors from many states dis-
cuss quality and price with customers
of all ages. Food, toys, cages, play-
stands and other bird accessories fill
the hall.

But there are NO birds. Why?

They are home in their aviaries
and cages. They are safe from the
stresses of travel, the extremes of tem-
perature, the disruption in their sched-
ules that can lead to illness. They are
safe from unruly children and well-
meaning but inexperienced adults who
would test their patience. They are
safe from other birds’ illnesses, those
which cannot be immunized against,
nor tested for. They are also safe from
overeager bureaucrats! Many states
are enforcing health certificates for
those crossing their borders. The cost
would be prohibitive for many breed-
ers.

Ah, but their images are present.
Laptops, TVs, photo albums, posters,
all of these extol the virtues of the
birds and of the care their breeders
show for them. The buyers are able to
see a proper cage setup, good play-
stands and toys, and how well the
birds enjoy them.

Instead of a motionless Eclectus
on a T stand, they watch a gorgeous
red headed girl talking and playing in
her large cage at her breeder's home.
Instead of a suspicious African Grey,
they see a lovely baby playing heartily
with his toys. That screaming
Umbrella Cockatoo is replaced by a
loving ball of white feathers cuddled
in the arms of a confident child.

A good video can show a 'day in
the life' of a typical bird in a breeders
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establishment. The varied fresh foods
are highlighted, as is the routine of
good bird care. The buyer can then
discuss details of the bird's care while
seeing that "he throws out his
bananas" first hand!

The vendors really appreciate
this arrangement. No longer do they

Instead of
a suspicious
African Grey,
they see a lovely
baby playing heartily
with his toys.
That screaming
Umbrella Cockatoo
is replaced by a
loving ball of white
feathers cuddled in
the arms of a
confident child.

have to worry that their wares might
bring PBFD or PDD home to their
birds-or to other fairs. I know of one
breeder who sells only bird supplies at
fairs-none of the items that go to fairs
ever enter her home or shop for just
this reason! They also can point to a
breeder and say, “Watch the tape,
that’s MY cage they are using for your
baby!” Likewise, breeders can help
buyers find exactly the toys and acces-
sories the bird is used to.

They will bring in a better edu-
cated customer. I know many people
who will not attend bird fairs, or buy
from any vendor who attends them out

of fear of disease. Now, bird fairs will
attract the knowledgeable consumer,
those with multiple birds who want to
add a baby to their home, as well as
the first time buyer.

The birds will benefit the most.
Not only will they be safer, but their
experience with people will be consis-
tently pleasant. No chance of them
getting hurt because they flew off the
cage top and wound up underfoot.
There will be no chance of cockatiels
or finches flying out the door.

They won’t find themselves in
homes unprepared for them. How easy
it is to go to a fair intending to buy an
African Grey, only to come home with
the Moluccan Cockatoo that just
wouldn't let you go? Never mind the
neighbor who works nights. Soon, the
Cockatoo is for sale and the Grey, who
would have been perfect for you is in
some home better suited to a
Cockatoo! A sad story all around and
one likely to stop people from contin-
uing to be bird owners.

The breeders will benefit greatly.
The fair day will be much easier, with
no travel cages to haul, food to bring,
or birds to worry about in case of a
breakdown. They will be, able to dis-
cuss the intricacies of bird keeping
without having to police the other peo-
ple, their children and the birds them-
selves! Parrots are marvelous compan-
ions, but they don't encourage good
conversations among humans! Nor
will they have to worry about injuries
to bird or human.

I have been working at and
attending bird fairs for over six years. |
have several to choose from every
month in my area. [ have yet to attend a
fair where some of these problems did-
n’t surface. I recall many times having
to rush to shut the doors to catch an
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Commercial Members

Active Pet Supplies Inc., Langhorne, PA
All About Birds, Pinehurst, TX
American Parrotlet Breeder Alliance,
Oceanside, CA
American Racing Pigeon Union,
Oklahoma City, OK
Animal Adventure Inc., Greendale, Wi
Avalon Aviary LLC, Loveland, CO
Avey Incubator LLC, Evergreen, CO
Avian Acres Exotic Birds, Flemington NJ
Avian Adventures Aviary, Novato, CA
Avian Attic Parrot Supply Inc., Shelby, NC
Avian Heat Enterprises, Nineveh IN
Avian Medicine Chest, Logan IA
Avian Network, Middleboro, MA
Avian Resources, San Dimas, CA
Aviary of Naples & Zoological Park,
Naples FL
Avitech Inc #2412 Frazier Park, CA
Barbara's Babies/Macaw Corner,
Tulsa, OK
Bell's Exotics Inc., Wrightsville, GA
Berkshire Aviary, Great Barrington, MA
Berwick Productions, Escondido, CA
Beyond Batik, Seattle Wa
Bignest Aviary, Shiner, TX
Bird & Cage Company, The, Baytown, TX
Birdcare Company, The, Nailsworth
Glos ., UK
Bird Crazy Inc., San Diego, CA
Bird Daddy Georgia Exotics, Marietta, GA
Bird Hobbyist, Austin, TX
Bird Shop, The, Sacramento, CA
Bird Zone, Pineville, NC
Birdeez Nutrition Center Inc., Chandler, AZ
Birdlady's Babes Tani Smida
Atascadero, CA
Birds Nest, Gurley AL
Birds of a Feather, Hershey, PA
Birds of Paradise, Spring, TX
Birds of Paradise Aviaries, Kurtistown HI
Blackstone Aviaries, Escondido, CA
Blue Mountain Bird Farm, New Ringold, PA
Brasaemle, Carol & John, Arvada, CO
Brinsea Products Inc., Titusville, FL
Cagemasters Inc., Loxahatchee, FL
Canopy Scientific, Acworth, GA
Cavanaugh, Debbie & Sam, Brentwood TN
Cele Birds, Manor, TX
Clifton Bird Farm #1, Mesa, AZ
Corners Limited Inc., Kalamazoo Ml

Crystal Parrot #2090, Southampton, MA
Cuckoo Couture, San Francisco, CA
Cuttlebone Plus, San Marcos, CA
Di Vinci Ltd, Las Vegas NV
Down in the Country, Hartwick NY
E.t. Burdock & Co., Fellsmere, FL
Eden's Nestbox, Eden MD
Exotic Birds, Richard Gilmore Graham,
TX
Fallon Featherwing Farm, Fallon NV
Fancy Publications Inc., Lombard IL
Faunalink Foundation, Plant City, FL
Feathered Follies Inc., Lafayette, CA
Featherlust Farm, Saybrook CT
Feathers, Marlboro, MA
Feathers with an Attitude Aviary,
Liberty Hill, TX
First Flight, Belleville IL
Five Star Feeds, Port Arthur, TX
For Pet's Sake, Decator, GA
Fox's Feather Farm, Watsonville, CA
Franz Daniel Library, Dickerson Park Zoo,
Springfield MO
Fur and Feather Ranch, Bench, CA
Gallery Hidden Forest Wildlife Art,
Falibrook, CA
Golden Oak Aviaries,
Canyon Country, CA
Grey Feather Toy Creations, Danbury CT
Heathercreek Farms, Bothell, WA
Hensley, Troy, Monroe, GA
Higgins Group Corp., The, Miami, FL
Hill Country Aviaries LLC,
Dripping Springs, TX
Hobo Toys Limited, Lancaster NY
| Believe | Can Fly Aviary,
Eatonville WA
I.C. Birds, Baltimore MD
Innovative Inclosures, Fallbrook, CA
Intl Federation of Homing Pigeon Fanciers
Hicksville NY
Izi Int'l. Zoological Imports, Vernon Hills IL
Jewelry & Gifts, Antioch, CA
Jo's Exotic Birds Lid., Kenosha, WI
Kaytee Products Inc., St Cloud, FL
Kookaburra Pets #18, Carroliton, TX
Lafaber Company, Cornell IL
Las Plumas Aviaries, Benson, AZ
LGL Ecological Research Associates,
Bryan, TX
LGL Limited, King City, Ontario

Lion & Lamb Exotics, Orlando, FL
M & S Farms, Bandera, TX
Magic Zoo I, Clearwater, FL
Magnolia Bird Farm, Anaheim, CA
NC Zoological Park Library,

Asheboro, NC
Old World Aviaries, Austin, TX
Parrot Jungle, Miami, FL
Parrot Perch Aviaries, Las Vegas NV
Parrotlet Ranch, The, Santa Cruz, CA
Parrots of the World, Centre NY
Pasadena Parrots Inc., Pasadena, CA
Pet Publishing Inc, Bird Times #27789,

Greensboro, NC
Pettin Place, Reno NV
Pip's Playhouse, Clarksville TN
Pippin's Roost Exotics, Fallbrook, CA
Pretty Bird Int'l inc., Stacy MN
Queen's Pride Aviary, Kendalia, TX
R & M Aviaries, Hunlock Creek, PA
R & R Distributors, Jacksonville, FL
Rain Forest Exotics Inc., Conroe, TX
Rolf C Hagen (USA) Corp.,

Mansfield, MA
Scarlet Orchard Aviaries,

Otis Orchards WA
Sea World of Florida, Orlando, FL
Shady Wings Aviary, Belleview, FL
Simply Parrots, North Carver, MA
Skyline Garden #112, Jamul, CA
Smelt Feed, Tampa, FL
Society Des Parcs,

Charlesbourg, Quebec
Southern Cage Distributors Inc.,

Medley, FL
Spires, Marshall & Sheryl Coffman,
Dripping Springs, TX
Sugarcreek Bird Farm Inc., Bellbrook OH
Sundance Aviary,

Montgomery Toronto OH
T & M Bird Farms, St George UT
TE Scott Inc., Rockville IN
Thermaland Aviary, King Hill 1D
Tradewinds Feeds Tacoma Wa
W D Ranch, Damon, TX
Walnut Creek Service, Walnut Creek, CA
Web Ranch, Mooreland, OK
Whittaker , Barry, Humbie, TX
Williams, Richard, San Jose, CA
Wyld's Wingdom Inc., Norfolk VA
ZuPreem, Mission KS
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NEW WAYNE SMYTH
Artwork for 2002!
~ The Baby Birds ~
~ Flying Cuban Macaws ~
~ Guban Macaw on Vine ~

The Baby Birds
Great new artwork
available on
Keychains - $5.99
Magnets - $6.99
Tee Shirts - $25

Polo Shirt Top Seller at Tampa!

$35

Tee Shirt
$25

Printed front and back
Limited number autographed
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Ceramic Tiles
$16.99
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Collect them all!
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Canvas Tote
- Bag
- $16.99

shown above
Flying Cuban Macaws
shown right

Collect them all!
Cuban Macaw
~ Keychains
. 5599
Magnets
$6.99

Visit our website for more merchandise & information:
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American Federation of Aviculture o575 250
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/ -
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Tahitian Lory

CITES Pin #11
Major Mitchell's Cockatoo

CITES Pin #10
Hawkhead Parrot

Over $200 add 15% of
Total Order. Add $3 to
each category for ship-
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States (surface mail).
Visa ¢ MasterCard
American Express

accepted
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$16.01- $ 30-$6
$30.01- $ 40-$8
$40.01- $ 50-$10
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$100.01 - $150 - $20
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errant finch, or helping to retrieve a
conure from the floor. At one fair, there
was great concern that birds recently
stolen from a local pet shop would
show up there. They’d been diagnosed
with Psittacosis and left in the parking
lot so they didn’t have to close the
store! At another, an Umbrella
Cockatoo was stolen. They caught the
thief just as she reached her car!

One can argue that their birds are
vet checked. We all know that there
are illnesses not detectable by tests
(PDD for one) and most have no
immunizations available. Just because
one breeder has healthy birds doesn't
mean the sick birds at the next table
cannot send something home with
them! I have seen sick birds, birds in
filthy cages, birds with no water or
food at fairs. These are not the good
vendors, but they are the vendors who
will spread the very diseases we fear.

A club or fair organizer has some
control, of course. The trouble is, once
the problem birds are in the building,
forcing them to leave only gives a

modicum of protection to those
already exposed.
The fair's organizers would

undoubtedly benefit from this. Not
only would clean up be much easier
(or cheaper if the hall does it) but they
are more likely to be able to find halls
in the first place. I would think any lia-
bility insurance would be less, also.

Are there disadvantages to this?
Of course. Folks with no bird experi-
ence won't have a chance to hold one
for the first time. You can't evaluate a
person's manner with birds if none are
present. However, do you really want
a young, impressionable baby to be the
first bird someone holds? If they come
to your home, you can use a 'tried and
true' older bird to break the ice.

There is also the fact that people
often see birds at a fair they'd never
find anywhere else. Had there not been
birds at fairs, I'd never have seen a
Hawkhead, or Vasa, or Major
Mitchells. However, do any of these
birds really belong at a fair? I recall a
man hesitating to buy a very cheap

wood toy for his new bird. He looked
at me and asked, "Will an Umbrella
Cockatoo REALLY need something
this big???" I wonder what that bird is
chewing now.

It is very convenient to take birds
to a fair and sell them all within a few
hours. It is much more time consum-
ing to invite the buyers to your place.
However, the birds, the buyers and,
yes, even the breeder benefits from
this. I know the person who bred my
Grey. I've kept in touch with her for
over 6 years. I've helped her rehome
several birds, including a plucked
Eclectus who now lives with me. This
relationship would have been very
unlikely had I purchased Katera from a
vendor at a fair.

It’s easy to do what’s always
been done, but sometimes there is
much to be gained from looking at

o

new ideas. <

[Editor’s Note: There may be varying
opinions on the subject of bird-free bird
fairs. Neither the AFA Watchbird nor
the American Federation of Aviculture
have endorsed any position on this sub-
ject and the article reflects the opinion
of the authors only. But an interesting
aside is that while the Exotic Newcastle
Disease current in southern California
and some other states, has restricted the
movement of birds, bird fairs have
indeed been bird free and seem to have
been successful. SLD]
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