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Guide to Macaws as Aviary & Pet Birds is a welcome 

A surpri e - one is not accustomed to finding so l11uch 

material in one book. And the amount of color is 

il11pressive - indeed, the book contains about 250 plus pho­

tographs (so many that T lost count) with l11any a full page 

photos, including one for each extant species. Even if you 

don't read, this book is a joy because of the fantastic photos. 

There is a very interesting introduction that briefly 

touches on the number of species and something about the 

current status of each in the wild and in captivity - this 

infol1llation is greatly expanded, bird by bird, in the Sp CI S 

ection. Also in the introduction is an account of the history, 

mythology, and legend of the 111acaws. It hows how inlportant 

the macaws have been to the native peoples over the centuries. 

Indeed, in some cases, the macaw achieved "holy" status and 

was revered a a "Sun God." Although these pages were at110ng 

my favorites, the lTIajority of you practical people will, no 

doubt, derive 1110re • hands on" information from the rest of the 

book. 
The book i organized into three main sections, 

MACAWS IN THE AVlARY~ MACAWS AS PET AND COMPANIO 

and SPECl s. A look at part of the table of contents is in order: 
Section 1: Macaws in the Aviary 

- Choosing Good Breeding Stock 
- Quarantine 
- Handling Macaws - Restraint and Tran portation 
- Aviary De ign and Construction 
- Nutrition 
- Breeding 
- Artificial lncubation 
- Handrearing from Day One 
- Weaning 
- Diseases and Disorders Common to Macaw 

Above are the subheads, each of which 1 broken 

down into great detail with loads of infoDllation. For exanl­

pIe, under '"Breeding" you ' ]1 find this further break down: 

There is nothing about "l11acaws in the aviary" omit­

ted. You can get tarted a soon as you absorb Section 1. 

• Sex Determination • Pairing Birds for Breeding • Mate 
Compatabi lity • Egg Laying and Parent Incubation • 
Infertility • Parent Raring • Hand Rearing • Record 
Keeping • Positive Identification • Artificial In emination 
- is it Possible? • A Note on Hybridization. 

Section 2: Macaws as Pets 

and Companions 
- Preparing for Your New Pet Macaw 
- Housing Your Pet Macaw 
- Feeding Your Pet Macaw 
- lIlnes and Disea e of Pet Macaws 
- Behavioural Problems in Pet Macaws 

And each of the above subheads has full explanation 

of the specific ubjects. You'll know how to feed and house 

your p t nlacaw after reading this section- and a lot lTIOre 

besides. 

Section 3: Species 

Every known species of macaw is listed under this 

section with a full range of infOlmation including: 

Species Name • Other Names • Description· Average 
Length • Weight Range • Approximate Breeding Age • 
Average Clutch Size • Average Incubation Period • Average 
Fledging Age · Aviculture and Status in Capivity • 
Distribution and Statu in the Wild • Regional Variations • 
Captive Mutation • Author' Comment . 

The book was edited and published in Australia and 

has been converted to the British! Aussie awkward spellings 

but don't let that throw you- Rick Jordan is a first class 

American aviculturist with enormous experience. All that 

experience come to a focus in this excellent book. I rec­

ommended it highly for everyone who likes birds of any 

sort. Your library will not be complete without it. .:. 
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