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Buying - Selling
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3141 N. TWIN OAKS VALLEY ROAD
SAN MARCOS, CA. 92069

k We buy and sell all types of birds. /
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NEED FLAMEN OIL, TOO!

A superior dietary supplement that enhances
feather color — promotes better health.

In native habitat, birds eat carotene rich diets.
For caged birds, Flamen Qil (or Ambrosia
Base, the water miscible form) supplies
carotene derived from carrot oil, nature’s rich-
est source of pro-vitamin A activity, plus vita-
min E.

Available at pet food stores, or order direct.

FLAMEN OIL Mix with feed.
4 0z. trial size ....... Np—— <l

AMBROSIA BASE (Water miscible powder) Mix
with drinking water. Can be added to Aqua Vite.
2% 0z. (makes 20 gallons) . $6.00 ppd.

AMBROSIA LUX (vitamin D3 added)
2%02. .. .. $6.50 ppd.

NUTRITIONAL

RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, INC.
BOX W — So. Whitley, IN 46787

Drip waterer.

Breeding Finches In Captivity

by Jerry Jennings

[t is apparent
from much of
what is heard at
bird clubs and
occasionally seen
in print, that
there is a genuine
lack of apprecia-
tion for the com-
plex environmen-
tal factors, that
must exist con-
currently, before
a given species of birds will breed success-
fully. The bringing together of such
requirements is not difficult, but demands
patience, genuine interest, and a commit-
ment to breed, rather than “collect”.

Once importations of birds from other
countries cease, as they ultimately will,
the variety of species of birds available to
the aviculturist will likely decline drasti-
cally. The first to disappear will be the
“Softbills”, which few are prepared to
handle because of the time required. Next
the Finches will disappear, which, though
easy to maintain, are more delicate than
Psittacines and Game Birds.

If American aviculturists wish to have
the variety of birds found in European
aviculture, they must take a more serious
attitude and concentrate on establishing
species in captivity. This series of articles
will aim at furthering the establishment
of Finches in captivity.

It should be pointed out that only a
handful of Finches are really well estab-
lished in U.S. aviaries. These include the
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Zebra, Shaftail, Lady Gould, Society, and
to a lesser extent the Diamond Sparrow,
Gold Breasted Waxbill, and perhaps the
Cordon Bleu. I choose to define ‘“‘well-
established” as meaning the species is
fairly prolific, and is being bred by a large
number of people on a frequent basis.
Although a far larger number of species
are bred than those mentioned, the per-
centage is quite low, given the numbers
kept by individual breeders.

Raising finches presents a challenge
that is not easily met, as most finch fan-
ciers well know. Nothing succeeds like
success, and nothing turns breeders away
from finches more than lack of success.

Before we can breed successfully,
several criteria must be met. The follow-
ing rules apply to all finches and form the
basis of a sound husbandry program.

First, the birds selected as breeding
stock must be healthy. They must be free
from infectious diseases, including bacter-
ia, viruses, and parasites (air sac mites,
coccidiosis, trichomoniasis — a protozoan
flagellate, gizzard worm, dispharanx
worm, tape worm, etc). If a healthy flock
is already established, new additions
should be isolated at least thirty days,
and the droppings examined for parasite
eggs, if possible. A disease can easily
decimate a flock and it is not worth run-
ning the risk, though most people seem to
learn this rule the hard way.

Second, the birds must be fed a prop-
er diet, which, at the minimum, should
include a wide variety of seeds, greens,
grit, cuttlebone, sterilized ground egg-

At IPRY



Pressurized gravity feed poultry waterer

with shallow dish. To clean, place thumb over
hose to hose out. Thirty five aviaries can be
provided this with fresh water in less than

30 minutes.

Modified feeder with 2" outer tray anda 1'x 2’ x 4"
catch box to collect seed hulls and droppings.

shell, mealworms or other insect supple-
ment, fresh water daily, and a good multi-
purpose vitamin (Headstart Poultry is an
excellent water soluble vitamin and very
inexpensive).

Third, the aviary should be kept as
clean as possible. Droppings should be re-
moved periodically from the floor, the
floor should be kept dry other than when
plants are watered or it rains. Feeding
should be constructed so that seed trays
are off the ground and remains as free
from droppings as possible (droppings
spread bacteria and parasite eggs). Ro-
dents should be eliminated as they uri-
nate on the seed and often are responsi-
ble for E. coli bacterial infections (the
effort to keep seed off the ground dis-
courages them). Further, sow bugs,
earwigs, and ants should be kept out of
aviaries as they are suspected of being
intermediate hosts for gizzard, dispharanx
and tapeworm. Ants also can attack
young nestlings and drive off parent birds.
(A good insecticide is a 5% Malathion,
95% inert powder which is fast acting, yet
harmless to birds. In fact, it is used'in
the treatment of air sac mite).!

Fourth, the number of birds for a
given size aviary should be limited. Over-
crowding creates hassles over territories,
which, in turn, inhibits breeding, and may
even result in unnecessary injuries. My
experience indicates that no more than
six pair of finches, excluding Zebras,
should be kept in an aviary, whose dimen-
sions are 8 x 12°. (Height is not critical
but should be sufficient to allow you to

walk upright.) If backyard space limits
the number of aviaries you can construct,
then you will have to limit the number of
birds you have. It is better to concentrate
on a few species, with several pairs of
each, than one pair of many. The latter
is collecting, not breeding.

Fifth, only one pair of a given species
should be housed in each flight. Experi-
ments with this approach as opposed to
colony breeding will demonstrate that
more young per pair will be produced.
This is born out by the experience of the
most successful breeders. An added ad-
vantage to this system is the clear identi-
fication of families, thus enabling the
breeder to avoid the unwanted crossing
of closely related birds, and, interference
is less likely to occur between intra-
specific species.

If the above rules are observed, the
finch breeder should have excellent
results. There are some exceptions to
rules four and five, specifically Zebras
and Societies. However, the first three
should be observed faithfully. Other
modifications to rules four and five will
be treated in subsequent articles dealing
with the breeding of individual species.

In the next article, we will begin a dis-
cussion of the genusPoephila, i.e. Shaftail,
Parson, and Masked Grassfinches. | will
follow the taxonomic classification given
by Immelmann (1966)* throughout this
series.

1. Petrak, Margaret L., VMD, Diseases of Cage
and Aviary Birds, Lea and Febiger, Philadelphia,

1969, pp. 443-4.
2. Immelmann, Klaus, Australian Grassfinches m

AFA WELCOMES
NEW MEMBER CLUBS

Long Island Cage Bird Association

Rhode Island Canary and Cage Bird, Inc.
Maryland Cage Bird Society

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
Fresno Canary and Finch Club

Central California Cage Bird Club
Western Bird Breeders Society

Minnesota Pheasant & Waterfowl Society
Fort Worth Bird Club

Miami Budgerigar Society, Inc.

All of the above clubs joined A.F.A. in
the first five months of 1976. A.F.A.
appreciates their support and welcomes
them to the federation. Their addresses
appear on page 3 for members wishing
to contact them.

Interested in Love Birds?

Join the newly forming
AFRICAN LOVE BIRD SOCIETY
dedicated to the study and

breeding of lovebirds.
For information write to Lee Horton
2376 Bella Vista, Vista, CA. 92083

NU-COLOR BIRD ASSOCIATION
annual open show, Nov. 26, 27, 28,
1976. Masonic Temple,

211 First Street, Alhambra, CA.
Judges — Red Factors,

William Hawkins, D.V.M.
Type Canaries, Auther B. Ricks
Foreign Birds,

Michele A. Cunningham
For show entry information
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