
by Tony Bucci 

About the beginning of June canaries 
begin to show signs of molt, and this is 
the time to begin color feeding. 

mushrooms. Since then it has been found 
in green algae daphnia, brine shrimps, 
and various species of birds. Canthax­
antllin is the main pigment in the feathers 
of pink flamingo species, Roseate spoon­
bill, Scarlet Ibis, American Vermillion 
Fly-catcher and Virginia Cardinal. 

as a color food for certain birds and it is 
probably the only way to keep the bird's 
natural red color. 

Although a very controversial subject, 
color feeding has been practiced by 
canary breeders for centuries and it is 
practiced presently with more modern 
ways and means. The aquatic species mentioned above 

feed mainly on daphnia, brine shrimps 
and other crustacea from which they ob­
tain the canthaxanthin. Synthetic can­
thaxanthin has been produced on a 
commercial scale since 1964. It is used in 
poultry industry as a feed supplement 
to improve color of egg yolk. It is also 
used in human food as a coloring agent, 
for example tomato soup and margarine. 

This same carotene-canthaxanthin is 
now available to canary breeders under 
several names and is sold by severa l dis­
tributors. It is very expensive per pound, 
but relatively inexpensive to enhance 
color in canaries. If done properly, you 
need only 2 ounces to color feed fifty 
canaries for a period of two to three 
months. 

Carotene is a crystalline pigment 
found in the carrot and other plants and 
in animal tissue. This pigment is mainly 
yellow in colour, and some such as B­
carotene, is orange in high concentrations. Here are two sources where I pur-

The recently discovered carotene­
CANTHAXANTHIN is bright red in high 
concentrations. 

chased carotene-canthaxantllin recently: 
Greater North American Color-Bred 
Judge Assoc., 136 Murray Street , 
Elizabeth, .J. 07202 "Canthaxanthin" was discovered in 

1950. It was extracted from pink edible Most world zoos use canthaxanthin Justamere Bird Ranch, 1402 S. Myrtle 
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Never before have such comprehensive encyclopedias been offered, both for the specialist and hobbyist. 
YOUR LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE WITHOUT THESE BOOKS. 

PARROTS and RELATED BIRDS 
by H enry J. Bates and Robert L. Busenbark 
(revised ed ition) 

P\lUtOT: 
1 

. P' 1 \tl 
$14 95 494 pages including 160 pages of color 

photos. Some of the topics: Introduction 
• to Parrots; Feeding of Parrot-Like; Aviaries 

and Equipment; Taming and Talking; Caged Household Pets; 
Genetics and Hybridizing; Diseases; Three Subfamilies now Very 
Rare; Subfamily : Lorikeets; Subfamily : Cockatoos; Macaws and 
Conures; Parrots - All Varities; Parrakeets - All Species; Love 
Birds and Parrotlets; Hanging Parrots and Guaiabero; Color 
Varieties of Budgerigars; Add itiona l Description and Data on 
Species; Additional Data on Sex Determination , Breeding and 
Hand Feeding. 

FINCHES and SOFT-BILLED BIRDS 
by Henry J. Bates and Robert L. Busenbark 
(revised edition) $14.95 735 pages including 237 pages of color photos plus many 

black and whites throughout the book . Some of the topics: Diet; Importation and Acclimation; Aviaries, 
Equipment and Breeding ; Diseases and Ailments; fourteen chapters on FINCHES; twenty-seven chapters on SOFT­
BILLED Bl RDS; four chapters on other avicultural subjects. 

ORDER YOUR COPIES NOW FROM 
PALOS VERDES BIRD FARM, INC. 
P.O. Box 1305, Torrance, CA. 90505 

INCLUDE 50c POSTAGE AND HANDLING FOR EACH BOOK - CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 6 % SALES TAX . 
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Ave., Monrovia, Calif. 91016 
We administer carotene-canthaxanthin 

in the drinking water. You must remove 
all of the drinking water giving only the 
treated water to the birds_ The drinkers 
we use are sized according to the number 
of birds to be served. We use the standard 
glass spout with the rubber stopper used 
for hamster drinkers. These rubber corks 
with the glass spout can be purchased in 
any pet shop. By selecting the size of the 
bottle to last one day, birds will get fresh 
treated water every day, also this type of 
drinker will keep water clean. 

One half teaspoon of powdered caro­
tene-canthaxanthin will make one gallon 
of solution. Unused solution is kept in 
the refrigerator and placed in the drinkers 
daily. 

To hold the bottle next to the cage 
simply make a loop of wire and attach 
each end to the cage side. Pop bottles also 
make good drinkers for this use. Green or 
other color tinted bottles will protect 
the solution from damaging sun rays. 

It is recommended to start color feed­
ing just before the molt starts, and it 
must be continued every day until the 
end of the molt. If the color feeding is 
interrupted, uniformity of color through­
out the body will not be achieved. Areas 
of different color intensity will be evident. 

I must mention that young birds 
which are experiencing their first major 
molt will not get their flight and tail 
feathers colored. The reason for this is 
because young birds in their first year 
of molt do not shed their flight and tail 
feathers, only the new feathers will get 
color. Second year and older liirds will 
molt all of the feathers including flight 
and tail, therefore all of the feathers will 
be colored. 

Carotene (C40-H56) unsaturated hy­
drocarbon is converted by the body into 
vi tam in "A". Vitamin "A" is essential to 
growth and increases the resistance of the 
body to infection. Perhaps this is why my 
red factor canaries that have been fed 
carotene-canthaxanthin during the molt 
will remain healthy and reproduce better 
during the next breeding season. 

Breeders of Cockatiels, Lovebirds, and Zebra Finches 

BIRDS 
OF ALL I<INDS 

Hours: 
h. and d . everv.t mg you nee 1n 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. bird supplies 
Closed Mon. 

• WE SHIP BIRDS • 
Send stamped, self-addressed envelope for prices. 

(714) 443-8315 
12995 Old Barona Road • Lakeside, California 92040 

(near San Diego) 

GAME FARM NETTING 
MADE FROM NEW OLEFIN MATERIAL-NOT WIRE 
SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR TOPS OF GAME PENS 

• TOPRITE comes in wide widths (25 and 50ft). 
• Extremely lightweight 

• Cuts installation time by 65% 
• Strong but flexible on impact. 

• Rust and mildew proof. 
WRITE FOR FREE SAMPLE AND BROCHURE 

J. A. CISSEL CO.# INC. 
Mailing Address Dept. W, P.O. Box 339, Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727 
Plant and Offlce;squankum-Yellowbrook Rd., Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727 

(201) 462-8181 
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