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The Houston Zoo is committed 
to the survival of the Attwater’s 
prairie chicken (Tympanuchus cupido 
attwateri). This colorful bird is not 
really a chicken at all. It is actually a 
critically endangered grouse, named 
after the English naturalist and Texas 
conservationist, Henry Philemon 
Attwater. Small flocks survive on 
only two remnant coastal prairies in 
southeastern Texas, as well as, in a 
handful of captive colonies.

TT he Houston Zoo is deeply committed to the 
recovery of this bird and since 1994 and 
has been home to a captive breeding facility 

affectionately called “Boom Town.” The staff derived 
this name from the characteristic “booming” sound 
made by male birds during courtship displays. The 
area comprised one and a half of the Zoo’s 55 acres 
and provided suitable space for 10 pairs of breeding 
birds. The Zoo contributed numerous birds raised in 
Boom Town to an ongoing release program. However, 
new development within the Zoo and in the Texas 
Medical Center directly across the street exerted pres-
sure on the colony and limited expansion options at 
the Zoo. An urban zoo location has its drawbacks as a 
breeding site for these prairie birds that live naturally 
in quiet, open expanses of grasslands.

To improve captive reproduction efforts, the Houston 
Zoo entered into a special agreement with NASA in 
the spring of 2005 to replace Boom Town with a much 
more spacious, state-of-the-art breeding facility on 
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the grounds of the Johnson Space Center. NASA’s 
mission of protecting the home planet encompasses 
the preservation of species and the support of other 
agencies and institutions engaged in conservation 
work. The new site offers a larger total area, reduced 
disturbance to breeding birds, a more naturalistic habi-
tat, and increased security. 

Construction began a few months ago. Rainy weather 
delayed our progress somewhat, but construction of 
the first set of pens should be complete and ready to 
receive adult birds by this summer. Plans are to add 
a hatching-and-rearing facility next year and then two 
additional sections of pens, which could help triple or 
quadruple current chick production! n

By Houston Zoo, Inc.
Photos by Stephanie Bledsoe/Houston Zoo, Inc.
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W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  

g r e a t  n u t r i t i o n . . .

Working in partnership with

veterinarians, bird curators,

breeders and owners, MAZURI®

PhD nutritionists develop industry

leading products—like MAZURI

ZuLiFe™ Soft-Bill Diet—to meet the

unique needs of adult fruit-eating

birds. Proven in breeding trials,

MAZURI ZuLiFe Soft-Bill Diet is the

reliable diet you can trust for iron

sensitive birds such as Toucans,

Mynahs and Hornbills.

Each batch is analyzed for iron

content and values are posted on

the Web. This diet contains the high-

est quality ingredients such 

as natural vitamin E and mixed

tocopherols. It has been taste-tested 

and proven highly palatable for

numerous fruit-eating birds and 

is more economical than fruit.

For more information on MAZURI

ZuLiFe Soft-Bill Diet—including

nutritional analyses and research

findings—visit www.mazuri.com, or

order online and have the best

nutrition delivered to your door. 

WE really fit
the bill

Mazuri® Small Bird Diets:
Maintenance - 25 lb. 56A6 
Maintenance - 2.2 lb. Jug 5E02
Breeder - 25 lb. 56A7

Mazuri® Parrot Diets: 
Maintenance - 25 lb. Bag 56A8
Maintenance - 3.5 lb. Jug 5E01 
Breeder - 25 lb. 56A9

Mazuri® Iron-Controlled Bird Diets:
ZuLiFeTM Soft-Bill Diet - 5MI2
ZuLiFeTM Bird Gel - 5ME4

Mazuri® Waterfowl Diets:
Starter - 25 lb. 5641
Maintenance - 50 lb. 5642 
Sinking Maintenance - 50 lb. 5M13
Breeder - 50 lb. 5640 
Sea Duck Diet - 50 lb. 5681

Mazuri® Exotic Gamebird Diets:
Exotic Gamebird Starter - 25 lb. 5637
Exotic Gamebird Breeder - 50 lb. 5639
Exotic Gamebird Maintenance - 50 lb. 5643

Mazuri® Crane and Flamingo Diets:
Crane Starter - 50 lb. 5ME5
Crane Diet - 50 lb. 5646
Flamingo Complete - 50 lb. 5644
Flamingo Breeder - 50 lb. 5645 Buy online at www.mazuri.com


