Birds ® Nest Boxes
Carriers
Special Boxes Made
to Order
(213) 443-2886
Roger Compton
9359 Rush Street
S. El Monte, CA 91733
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SMITTY’S \|
gurquoisine Aviaries

specializing in
TURQUOISINES
SCARLET CHESTED and
YELLOW MUTATION
BOURKE PARRAKEETS
Catering to serious breeders only
RALPH V. SMITH
P.O. Box 27, Calimesa, CA 92320
(714) 795-7272

i The (Gilded
i Cird Cage

&@/ Am’d/y
~ Selective Cage Bred Birds
for the discriminating breeder

Cockatiels « Finches « Lovebirds

Dr. Richard E. Baer (614) 836-5832

Telephone inquiries only,
No correspondence

THE
AVICULTURAL
SOCIETY
OF QUEENSLAND

welcomes new members

An Australian Society catering for all birds
both in captivity and in the wild. We put out
a bi-monthly magazine on all aspects of
aviculture and conservation.

Anyone interested in becoming a member
please contact Ray Garwood, 19 Fahey’s
Road, Albany Creek 4035, Qld., Australia.
Annual subscription rates are $12.00 (Aust.)
air mail.
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5165 ROUTE 43
KENT, OHIO 44240

Vicky and Kent
Kibler

— WE SHIP —

LARGE SELECTION OF
IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC BIRDS

216/678-0488

Telephone inquiries only,
No correspondence
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Alha Babland

A Dibbenent Avicullunist

by Lee Phillips

The biblical quotation “In my father’s
house there are many mansions” certainly
applies to aviculture in that it encompasses
so many different facets. The poultry and
pigeon fancier feels he has little in com-
mon with the collector of psittacines,
finches or softbills; budgie and canary
breeders are a complete fancy of their own
and do not feel threatened by the proposed
federal regulations; gamebird and water-
fowl breeders encounter problems totally
unfamiliar to the cagebird breeder. There
are purists who eschew fostering and bold
experimenters who seek new mutations.
Each is interested in his own particular
fancy, yet all are aviculturists. And if we
areto be truly a federation of aviculturists,
it behooves us to view each other’s fancy
without prejudice.

One whose pursuit of aviculture has
taken a different tack is Mrs. Alba Ballard
of Huntington Station, Long Island, N.Y.
whose penchant for dressing her psit-
tacines in costumes has given her con-
siderable media exposure and aroused a
flurry of controversy as well.

I admit to a great deal of skepticism
when I first read of Mrs. Ballard’s
endeavors with birds but seeing her work
with her Moluccan cockatoo, Galaxy, at
the AFA national convention quickly
dispelled my doubts. The handsome
cockatoo whistled and danced, posed in
costume and generally hammed it up to the
delight of the audience. The bird — steady
as a rock in both the exhibit area prior to
the banquet and during her act — ob-
viously enjoyed the performance and
responded positively to audience ap-
plause. There was no doubt that a fine rap-
port exists between the bird and its owner.
Mrs. Ballard and Galaxy received a stan-
ding ovation from the banquet guests after
their performance and later large groups
clustered around the Telescreen to watch
the video tape of her TV appearance on
“Saturday Night Live”.

I had an opportunity to speak at length
with Mrs. Ballard after the convention and
found her to be a warm and voluble
woman, aware of — and sensitive to —
criticism of her act. Most of all, she wants
people to know she is not cruel. The props
and costumes in her birds’ act are all
carefully handcrafted by Mrs. Ballard of
very lightweight materials and each

costume is tailored to a specific bird. The
costumes enclose the bird from front to
back and neither wings nor legs are moved
when the costume is put on. Velcro
fasteners permit rapid and easy dressing
and undressing. At the banquet perform-
ance, the bird appeared in each costume
for about 45 to 60 seconds and exhibited
no discomfort whatsoever.

Mrs. Ballard was born in Italy near
Milan and grew up in a world of animals as
relatives there had a zoo. She has been in-
terested in birds for as long as she can
remember and recalls watching with great
interest the German veterinarians who
treated the animals at the zoo. She had
some exposure to the theater as a child and
learned stagecraft and costuming while
watching rehearsals. She had always felt
that parrots were great natural performers
and saw human foibles mirrored in their
ludricrous antics. In 1963 she dressed her
first bird, a white-breasted caique, for her
own pleasure and later devised an act to
reach the attention of people who were not
familiar with birds.

She states that her birds undergo no real
“training” and that she does not try to im-
pose her will on the birds. Instead sherelies
on patience and encouragement of the

Alba with her performing cockatoos
displaying Christmas outfits.




birds’ natural proclivity and disdains both
rewards and deprivation in her method.
She spends a great deal of time with her
birds and maintains close physical contact
with them; she holds them and strokes
them, talks to them, sings .to them and
coos to them and when you observe her it is
easy to believe her when she says that she
teaches her birds with “love”. She has great
sensitivity to the bird’s needs and birds
seem to respond to her. She insists that
birds thus taught are relaxed and depend-
able performers who enjoy the attention
they receive. Certainly Galaxy, a 5-year-
old Moluccan hen, is a splendid testament
to Mrs. Ballard’s concern for her birds.
The bird was in superb condition and I
overheard a knowledgeable aviculturist
tell his companion “Now that’s what a
Moluccan is supposed to look like”. The
bird exhibited both poise and pleasure
when stroked by numerous guests. Yet
Mrs. Ballard says the bird was nervous and
frightened when she acquired it and that it
took three years before the bird’s con-
fidence was restored.

Although she maintains that it is dif-
ficult for her to face a large audience for a
performance with her birds, she feels she
can be a goodwill ambassador to those

people who are unfamiliar with the delight
of keeping a bird and has the dream of
raising funds for an avian clinic on Long
Island staffed by veterinarians experi-
enced in bird care.

Although Mrs. Ballard has made
numerous appearances in public and on
television she felt her appearance at the
AFA convention was “coming home”. She
was delighted with the response her per-
formance elicited and rejoiced in the com-
pany of so many bird people. “I felt I was
not alone” she stated, “those people

mandarin ducks, Egyptian geese,
peacocks and numbers of bantams. Of all
these animals, only a few are used in the
dressing in costume, most are simply pets.

There is no doubt that the public ex-
posure Mrs. Ballard and her birds have
received has focused attention on the
desirability of birds as pets and has
generated considerable interest among
those unfamiliar with birds. It is regret-
table that she has been criticized by those
within aviculture simply because her in-
terest differs from their own.

greeted me from their hearts”. She has ap-
peared at the Bronx Zoo, at schools and
children’s groups and on television pro-
grams such as PM Magazine, Manimals,
the Today Show and Saturday Night Live.

Nor is Mrs. Ballard alone in her avian
hobby; her husband and 21-year-old son
are very supportive in the efforts needed to
maintain a menagerie that includes a dog
and cat, a ferret and a pair of chinchillas, a
blue-eyed triton, two toucans, a
toucanette, lories and lorikeets, black-
headed caique, mitered conure, macaws
including a black palm, grand eclectus,
bare-eyed cockatoos, Bee-Bees and a
variety of finches as well as golden phea-
sant, brown-eared pheasant, wood ducks,

PARROTS OF THE WORLD

By Joseph Forshaw & William Cooper (1978)
This true second edition published in Australia,
and now out-of-print, contains a substantially
revised text with updated information. Two new
color plates have been added. 576 pages. Regular
price: $65.00 # $2.50 postage & handling.

THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL
WHILE SUPPLY LASTS: $58.50 postpaid.
We sell at discount prices,
Send $1.00 (refundable upon purchase) for our 28
page catalog.
Avian Publications
310 Maria Drive, Dept. AFA
Wausau, W1 54401

Typically most all pet cages are
equipped with a plastic cage cup,

tion is the Deluxe Cage pictured to *

eventually by pets or can .be
broken. This heavy duty cast
aluminum cage cup is nearly inde-
structable. Measures 3-5/6 long x
2-5/8" wide x 1-3/8" deep—
shghtly tapered

CAST ALUMINUM
POP BOTTLE $8.9
WATER FOUNTS

| With an ordinary pop bottle
.you have a handy fountain,
ideal for small groups. Rab-
bits, Guinea Pigs, Parrots,
Cage Birds cannot chew to
destroy them. Held to the
outside of your cage by a
holding spring, it projects in-
side — most convenient. &

GUIDE TO THE
OF THE WORLD’ ’

‘ ) gdoosurcs 2" x 1", only '/z';
7,95 $.£P95 Doz. Prepal

Canary—Parakeet
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glass or ceramic cups. The excep- 7

the right. All may be chewed up (i
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n side of the cage. PET BOOKS - TRAPS
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Cast Al REEDERS AVIARY EQUIPMENT
L(j:n;\'gugmcups BIRD 8 BABY CHICKS - EGGS

4" diameter, metal
frame with screen

WMERER'S wire. Equipped

1 50 with hanger.

FOUNTAINS
Canarles, Parakeets,
Bantams, Game Chicks
Capacity: Cup of water or feed. Spiil-
proof, keeps seed and water free of
contamination. The perfect answer

for small groups. R
No. 402 Seed Fonder o o9 oo
Mo. 403 Water Foust. 0 ¥ ©¢
2 g
6%
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CAGE BIRD TUBE
DRINKER-FEEDER

Drinking area %" x 14"

3 - $4.00 Prepaid
12 -$9.50 Prepaid

S

Automatic Tumlnd Incubators

DUCKLINGS - GOSLINGS

)
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Attaches o your cages saslly with attaching N
clip Included. 15/16” diameter. 8 Inches long LJ

DEALERS —
WANTED

for Stromberg Books
and Exclusive Feeders

ture Pet Hobby Supply Catalog $1.00 - deductible from order. it b

$15.95 PREPAID

Extra sturdy feeder developed for small
birds -- Quail, Pigeons, Canaries,
Parakeets, Pheasants, Bantams. The big
feature is that the feed saver catch tray is
removable to make it easy to recover the
lost feed. It also has a clear plastic front,
making it easier to check on the feed
level. Perch is removable, adjustable. 3
pound capacity. Measures 10% x 9% x 5
inches. Removable tray is 5 x 10 x 1%
inches deep. Lip of feecer is 3% inches
deep. This feed saving featuie will more
than pay for the cost cf the feeder
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