
AFA legislation 
AFA members Tim Dahl, Ruth Hanes­

sian and Lee Phillips spearheaded opposi­
tion to a resolution before the House En­
vironment Matters Committee of the 
Maryland General Assembly which would 
have appointed a task force to "study the 
problems and special needs of exotic birds 
and animals living in this State, coming in­
to this State, and being sold in this State; 
and requesting the task force to make 
recommendations and proposals to the 
General Assembly as to how to alleviate 
these problems and special needs". The 
proposed 15-member task force would 
have been heavily weighted against the 
keeping of birds and exotic animals, in­
cluding representatives of two State agen­
cies whose heads have publicly stated their 
opposition to keeping birds and pets, a 
representative of the poultry industry and 
its allied agency, the State Department of 
Agriculture, and only one representative 
of the pet industry and two citizen 
members. 

The resolution made reference to "pre-

sent danger to citizens in the State as 
evidenced by 600 reported cases of exotic 
or wild animal bites per year". 

The AFA members rallied support from 
the pet industry and pet owners and a con­
tingent of over 20 people was present at the 
hearing to oppose the resolution. AFA 
members testified before the committee 
and presented a report from the State 
Department of Health that indicated only 
one of the reported 600 bites was from a 
pet bird, six from exotic animals and the 
remaining. 593 from · native wild animals 
and over 13 ,000 from dogs and cats. They 
also revealed there had been only 3 cases of 
psittacosis in the entire state in 1979; they 
also detailed quarantine procedures for 
legally imported birds. 

Although the House Environmental 
Matters Committee reported the resolu­
tion unfavorably and thereby killed it, the 
Committee intends to study the matter in 
the coming year and introduce legislation 
next year which at the very lest would 
define "exotic animal"• 

On page 35 in the April/May 
1980 issue of the Watchbird the 
bird in the top picture is identified 
as a razorbilkd curassow (Crax 
mitu mitu). It is in fact a Salvin 's 
razorbilled curassow (Crax salvini). 

The photos on the front and 
back covers of the same issue of the 
magazine are counesy of Frank 
Todd, Corporate Curator of Birds , 
Sea World. He took the photos 
and generously let us use them. 
Frank is one of the most experi­
enced men in the world regarding 
endangered birds and we owe a 
great deal of gratitude to him. He 
is also responsible for making the 
correction on the Salvin 's curassow. 
Now who else would have noticed 
that? 
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now. Whispered in top aviaries around the world , concealed from the public , men with that 
special edge know that when it comes to developing the most brilliant intense coloration 
covering the full breadth of the spectrum, that when it comes to developing luxuriant plumage, full 
weight and all those enviable qualities of vitality and durability Avia has no peer. 

Available from leading bird supply shops or from: 1 oz. $2.99 - 2 oz. $3.59 - 5 ozs. $7 .29 
9'h ozs. $10.99 - 20 ozs. $1 8.99 - 5 lbs. $58.99 

10 lbs. Polyethylene pouche $91.00 
NUTRA-VET RESEARCH CORPORATION, 201 Sm ith Street , 

Poug rlkeepsie , NY 12601 . 914-473-1900 
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