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In the last issue of the Watchbird 
there appeared a letter to the editor writ
ten by Luther Dean. Mr. Dean wanted 
Mr. Richard Topper to expound on his 
(Topper's) particular seed mixture and 
explain more fully why the mixture con
tains no sunflower seed. 

I relayed that request to Mr. Topper 
but because of faulty communication 
Topper sent his answer directly to Mr. 
Dean rather than to me. Hence the data 
was not published. Now, however, the 
misunderstanding has been cleared up 
and Topper has sent a plethora of data to 
me for publication. Because of an 
unavoidable advance in our deadline I 
was unable to prepare Topper's material 
in time for publication in this issue. It 
will appear as an article in the Oct/Nov 
issue and will thoroughly and definitive
ly answer the questions Mr. Dean raised. 

Dear Mr. Dingle: 
Re: letter from Martha Ann Medlar in 

Deel Jan issue. I, too, got the merry run
around by Jan van Oosten. We sent our 
check in on July 1978. On Dec. 11, 1978, in 
answer to our several letters, we received 
copy of enclosed form. My very latest 
communication with the elusive van 
Oosten came back, unopened, marked: 
"Addressee Unknown". 

Am enclosing a letter from Mr. Dracup 
of the Parrot Society of England which is 
self-explanatory. I didn't quite know what 
to tell him. Unfortunately, since I was 
hospitalized until recently, my answer to 
him reached him too late to be noted in the 
April issue of The Parrot Society 
Magazine. They advise their members to 
either get in touch with Mr. Dracup or 
van Oosten. 

Since my husband was appointed as 
representative for the Cage & Aviary Bird 
Club of New Jersey, he did receive some 
information on what has been done about 
this situation. Do I understand it is not a 
closed subject, or is it? After 2 years, I 
guess it becomes a little difficult to get after 
something like this. 

It could not possibly come under postal 
fraud, since it was advertised in several 
publications as being available? Cage Bird 
Magazine was one who advertised and also 
the Parrot Society. It all sounded so above 

board that how could anyone suspect 
otherwise? 

I would appreciate anything else you 
might know about the above so that I 
could pass it on to Mr. Dracup. 

Sincerely, 
Catherine C. Tyler 

Dear Mrs. Tyler 
I hope you do not mind me writing to 

you but I am wondering if you ever receiv
ed or had any news about the Proceedings 
of the National Symposium advertised in 
Parrot Magazine July 1978. 

I ordered and paid for a number for 
British members but have not received 
them. 

I did speak to van Oosten on the phone 
and had several promises, none of which 
turned out to be true. 

It therefore appears that van Oosten is a 
rogue, a liar and a cheat. The problem is 
what to do to get the money back. 

Would there be any point in writing to 
the police in Seattle? Do you have any con
tacts there who might be able to look into 
the matter? You will appreciate I am sure 
that the people who sent me the money for 
the books think I am the rogue. 

I would mention the address used for 
IECF appears to be what we here call an 
accommodation address and van Oosten 
does not actually work there. I did have 
another phone number (which I have 
mislaid) which was answered I seem to 
recall as Pacific Sciences or similar but the 
international telephone operator is unable 
to trace it now. 

I would be very pleased to have your 
comments. 

Sincerely, 
Eric Dracup Bedford England 

Dear Sir, 
By coincidence I saw an article in your 

magazine written by Mrs. Martha Ann 
Medlar about her score with IECF. In the 
same way I have something to tell about 
IECF. As IECF started, it seemed to me 
that it was a very good idea, and as I know 
many of the big names, who attended one 
of the first meetings, a couple of them per
sonally, I was very proud when I got a very 
nice letter from IECF with inquiry on my 
books about Tanagers, and in good faith I 
send the books to IECF c/o Jan R. van 
Oosten. Since then I have never heard a 
word from that side. 

I am an active bird fancier myself, and 
have been so for about 55 years, and as I 
found that the Danish bird literature 
wasn't very extensive, I started rewriting 
and printing the first big Danish book on 
birds, which was edited for the first time 
in 1894. 

Like Mrs. Martha Ann Medlar's puny 
little breeding "farm'', my publishing firm 
can hardly be smaller than it is, as I am 
alone with the work of setting up, printing 
and distribution. Since then I have 
published many other Danish books about 
tropical birds, and among them 2 vol. 
about Tanagers, which later has been 
translated to English, but after my ex
perience with IECF, I have only one firm 
in the USA to distribute my books, and 
that is: BUTEO BOOKS, PO Box 481, 
Vermillion, SD 57069. At last I have only 
to repeat Mrs. Martha Ann Medlar: "Un
fortunately I have not hit upon such a 
wonderful, easy money making scheme". 

Yours sincerely, 
Aage Paulsen Skibby - Denmark 

The above three letters are typical of the 
mail we receive about Afr. van Oosten. 
The postal authorities have been contacted 
but their inspectors were unable to locate 
van Oosten. The A.F.A. ethics committee 
has a file full of complaints on van Oosten 
and we have done everything possible to 
try to resolve the problem. In fact, the 
Watchbird editor, your humble servant, 
had a suspicious feeling in his beady little 
gizzard and ref used to publish van 
Oosten's ad for the "proceedings" in the 
first place. 

Now, when all is said and done, I think 
Mr. Dracup has said it all: "It therefore ap
pears than van Oosten is a rogue, a liar, 
and a cheat". 

Dear Editor, 
I have subscribed to the Watchbird for 

two years now and the only mention I've 
ever seen of Moustached Parakeets (psit
tacula alexandri) is as a donation in 
a raffle. 

Why aren't they bred more often? They 
are very colorful, gentle birds and not 
expensive - I think they make better pets 
than lovebirds, and yet they are rarely 
ever seen. 

I would like to breed them in good 
number, as I believe they deserve more at
tention. Do you think they would be 
popular in a vi cultural and pet-trade circles 
if they were more plentiful? Everyone who 
has seen mine has been quite impressed 
with their unusual beauty. 

Thank you, 
Wendy Borders 

Like plumheads, the moustached 
parakeet is an inexpenisve, beautiful but 
rarely bred bird. I suspect you are right in 
thinking that they would make good pets 
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and could become popular in aviculture 
and the pet trade. To my mind, those ever
present but rarely bred birds are in a 
precarious posllton. They are, in effect, 
endangered species here in the United 
States. 

Like it or not, /feel that bird imports are 
going to be gradually squeezed and 
restricted until no more than a trickle of 
birds enters the States. We will then have to 
make do with the species of birds that have 
self-sustaining populations in our aviaries. 
I doubt that the moustached parakeet 
falls into this category. Do everything in 
your power to establish lots of pairs of 
moustaches. Someday you'll be one of the 
few people who has any for sale. 

Of course if it's just the colors and pat
tern of the bird that you like you could take 
the common ringnecked parakeet,fatten it 
up, paint its breast pink, attach a 
moustache and voila - flood the pet 
stores with moustached birds. Teach them 
to drink a little wine and speak French, 
Italian, or Spanish and you will have 
created a masterpiece. 

Ed. 

BUSINESS OR PLEASURE? How many tax dollars did 
you pay Uncle Sam last year? Fight back' In addition 
to fun and enjoyment in your aviculturist pursuits. 
save hundreds or even thousands of dollars in taxes 
as a result of this activity. Keep what's yours' Send 
SASE & $4.95 to: Tax Trends LTD., P.O. Box 203. Alta 
Loma, CA 91701. 

FOR SALE: Mealy rosellas, Pennant rosellas, 
Peach-face Lovebirds, finches (6 kinds), or will 
trade for: Golden mantle rosella male, Rock 
Pebler hen, Gollin cockatoo male, Plum head 
hen, Alexandrine hen, Moustache hen, pied 
cockatiel male. Also have Moluccan cockatoo 
for sale or trade. Larry Teixeira, P.O. Box 352, 
El Granada, CA 94018. Phone (415) 726-7124. 

MOLUCCAN COCKATOO, male. Discuss price with 
owner. (213) 254-6369, M. Jeanine Vore. 

FINCHES-cordon blues, silver bills, laven
dars, green singers, cut throat, red ears, spar
rows comgassou, manakins, etc. Normal and 
fancy zebras, U.S. bred. Any quantity, any 
time call for prices and availability. Hoffman's 
Aviary, Rt. 1 Box 294 A, Kings Mountain, N.C., 
28086, (704) 867-8629. 

YELLOW COCKATIELS. First time this new mutation 
offered. Limited number for sale, $400.000 each. Irma 
Vowels, 14551 SW. 26th St, Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
33325, (302) 4 72-6436. 

FOR SALE: Albino & Normal Cockatiels $45.00 and 
$25.00 each, over 25, $42.00 and $22.00 each, over 
50, $40.00 and $20,00 each. Will ship minimum of 10 
birds. Parakeets in all colors $7.00 each, minimum of 
50. Pretty Bird Farm, Rt. 3 Willow Rd., Nipomo, Ca., 
93444. Phone (805) 929-4629. 
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COCKATIELS: breeders and young, U.S rais
ed. Will ship. Normals, pieds, pearlys, cin
namons, pearly pieds, whites, lovebirds, 
canaries, mynah birds, finches. Call or write 
for prices and availability. Hoffman's Aviary, 
Rt. 1 Box 294 A, Kings Mountain, N.C., 28086, 
(704) 867-8629. 

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

CLASSIFIED RATES - $5.00 minimum 
charge for 4 I in es of type (average 7 words 
pe1line). Additional charge of 9¢ per word 
for ad running over 28 words. (28 words to 
include name, address and phone.) All copy 
to be RECEIVED BY 10th day of month 
preceding publication. One inch boxed ad -
58 word maximum - $12.00. 

SUPER BIRDS LTD. is a breeding farm and brokerage. 
Fertile macaw eggs and surgically sexed macaws 
always available. Resale birds-amazons, cockatoos, 
etc.-are cultured, wormed and fat before being sold. 
Wholesalers make money with our birds because 
100% live or are replaced. Find out why. (305) 
461-6484. 

SUN CONURES: Tame handled baby Blue Head 
Pionus. African Grey, Grand Eclectus, Yellow Napes, 
etc. all hatched in our aviary. Jo Hall, Thorndale, 
Texas. (512) 898-2552. 

New Book about Budgies "BUDGIE TALK" by 
Larry Baumhardt. Approx. 160 pages. Hard 
cover, Pictures. The latest Budgie info. 
Baumhardt's, 1012 Park Center. Ft. Worth, 
Tx, 76126. $10.95 Prepaid. 

FOR SALE· Cockatiels & Lovebirds. Southern Califor
nia breeder has many mutations for sale year round. 
Minimum order 25 birds. Jobbers inquiries invited. Ca
nyon Acres Aviary, P.O Box 1802. Escondido. CA 
92025. 

J & R Parrot Ranch is offering for sale: Hand-fed 
Yellow Napes $450, Baby Blue & Gold Macaws $750, 
and many mqre fine birds. Send SASE for list. 11217 
Pala Place, Mira Loma, CA 91752, (714) 685-5118. 

Guaranteed breeding pair of Red-sided eclec
tus parrots, $2500.00 pr. Also guaranteed pair 
of Bare-eyed cockatoos $1500.00 pr .. Surgi
cally sexed Derbyan parakeets $350.00 each. 
J. Dohemann, 227 El Paseo de Saratoga, San 
Jose, Ca., 95130, (408) 866-1431 

Colored aluminum Cockatiel & Lovebird bands. Black. 
blue, gold, green, red, silver. Please give the following 
information: Initials wanted (up to three). Cockatiel or 
Lovebird, consecutive numbers wanted, open or 
closed, year and color. All bands are 13' each in the 
above colors. PLASTIC BANDS Seven sizes-red, 
blue, black, yellow, green, orange, pink. Please in
dicate type of bird and colors wanted. 10 bands 75'. 
100 bands $7, 200 bands $13. PLASTIC HAND 
FEEDERS: Pays for itself many times over. Save the 
abandoned young bird or help the slow feeders. 1 Occ 
feeders $2.35 each. two for $4.25. Five for $8.95. 
Please add 50' on all orders under $5. Calif. residents 
please include 6% sales tax. L & M BIRD LEG 
BANDS, P 0 Box 2943, S2n Bernardino, Calif. 92406. 

FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG-Parrot Cup 
Holders with Stainless Steel Bowls. Parrot 
Stands. Automatic Watering Systems. In
cubators. Flush Ground Cutting Pliers. "J" Clip 
Pliers. Breeding and Flight Cages. Metal Feeders. 
Welded Wire. Stainless Steel Feed & Water Cups 
for Birds & Small Animals, and Much More. 
AVIARY & ANIMAL PET SUPPLY, 125 Cooper 
Drive, Hurst. TX 76053. (817) 589-0064. 

FOR SALE Lady Gouldians in full color. all birds 
colony-bred in outside aviaries. Arthur Schultz of 
Escondido, California. (714) 745-1290 

PROBLEMS WITH FINCHES is a booklet de
signed to assist every finch breeder in keeping 
finches in good health and in handling daily 
problems with them. All common problems in 
maintaining finches are covered. Order direct 
from the author $9.50 postpaid in North 
America. Add $1.00 for overseas airmail. 
Robert G. Black. Route 10. Box 131-B, 
Franklin, N.C. 28734. 

FOR SALE OR TRADE: Hand-raised cockatiels, con
ures (Suns, Jendays, hybrids), Bare-eyed cockatoo. 
Surgically sexed Scarlet macaws, Sun conures, male 
Jamaican yellow bills. Need: Females for Red-fronted 
macaw, Golden Mantle rosella, Pileated and 
Salvadori's fig parrot. Greg J. Harrison, DVM, 5770 
Lake Worth Rd., Lake Worth, FL 33463 (305) 
968-4929. 

PARROTS-Surgically sexed African Greys, 
talking Mynah Bird, young Cockatoos, Cherry 
Head Conures, tame Grey, Cheer Parakeets, 
Cordon Blues, Finches, Macaws, Tame Blue & 
Golds, Amazons, Toucanetts, Breeder 
Cockatiels, Canaries, Doves, Love Birds. We 
ship. We buy, sell and trade. Large selection. 
Phone 704-867-8629 SASE Only. 
HOFFMAN'S AVIARY, Rt. 1, Box 294A, Kings 
Mountain, NC 28086. 

For Sale: Domestically-raised, May 1980 imports from 
no)ed South African avicultural veterinarian: 
Parakeets (Crimson-winged, Elegants. Blue-winged, 
Barraband's): Sun Conures: Rose-breasted 
Cockatoos. Greg J. Harrison, DVM; 5770 Lake Worth 
Road. Lake Worth. Fl. 33463 (305) 968-4929. 

ARROYO AVIARIES & PET SUPPLY-Glue 
traps for rats & mice (successful), Petamine & 
all Kellogg products. Books-from gamebirds 
to finches, canaries, parrots. Wicker nests, 
unusual & usual hummingbird feeders, nectur, 
feeders, drinkers. Topper's Feed & other hard 
to find feeds. Scalex, Nilodor, bird nets, Vari
Kennels, critter corral, crash pads cages. We 
specialize in EVERYTHING for breeders, hob
byists. 602 E. Arroyo Dr., Harlingen, TX 98550. 
Free catalog. 

EXCELLENT BIRDS, EXCELLENT PRICES, HEALTH 
GUARANTEED 30 DAYS: Yellow Napes, $550.00; 
African Greys, $399.00; Yellowheads, $299.00; 
Mynah birds, $199.00; Red-loreds, $299.00; 
Redheads, $159.00; Blue & Gold macaws, $850.00; 
Blue Crown, $550.00 and much, much more!' We can 
ship your bird (live delivery guaranteed) or deliver it 
personally' SATISFACTION GUARANTEED IN 
WRITING; MONEY CHEERFULLY REFUNDED IF 
YOU ARE NOT PLEASED FOR ANY REASON. (714) 
281-5862. 

MACAWS: Blue and Golds, babies and 
breeding age green wings, militarys, young 
yellow collared and severes, proven breeding 
African greys, 2 pairs of greater sulphur 
crested cockatoos, moluccans, amazons 
-young, baby baby African greys. Call or write 
for prices. Hoffman's Aviary, Rt. 1 Box 294 A, 
Kings Mountain, N.C, 28086, (704) 867-8629. 

For Sale: Pair PALM COCKATOOS, Macaws: Scarlet, 
Green-Wing. African Grey Parrot $325. Will trade. 
Wanted: Queen of Bavaria, Rose-breasted Cockatoo, 
Hooded Parrots. Male Citron-crested Cockatoo. Saul 
Fruttero (213) 799-3533. 

CATALINA MACAWS & UMBRELLA COCKATOOS. 
Handled babies, cuddly. Hatched in my aviary. 
Brilliant colors. Mickey Hensel, Rt. 1 Box 222, 
Kankakee, 111., 60901, (815) 932-9631. 

FLIGHT PHOTOS of waterfowl, shorebirds, doves, 
sandgrouse, loons, and swifts. Slides, $1.50 each, or 
$1.25 for 4 or more. Send self-addressed, stamped 
envelope for list to: Grutek, 2229 Tulane Ave .. Long 
Beach, CA 90815. 



SOOTH FLORIDA BIRD FARM 
4444 S. Vl. 7 4th Ave., Miami, Fla. 33155 • ( 305) 264-7108 
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