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Walnut Acres
Aviaries

Special Interest Breeding
Grass Parrakeets, and Rosellas
Australian Grass Finches
Birds aviary raised outdoors.

FOR SALE: All species of
Australian Grassfinches and
many varieties of African and
Asian Finches, Rosellas,
Kakarikis, and Grass Parrakeets.

Call or Write: Jerry Jennings
(213)

5845476

Los Angeles,

CA.90025

Visitors by
Appointment Only

* Supplies
* Feed
* 200 Aviaries

2918 Hullett St.
Long Beach, Ca. 90805

[213)633:7058
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VVND Birds Destroyed
in Miami,
Exposed Shipments Traced

o -
This tragic fate happened to over 8000 new
Florida on September 10, 1980.

All birds at Pet Farms, Inc., a
wholesale bird facility in Miami, Florida,
were disposed of September 10, 1980,
after exotic Newcastle disease (VVND)
was diagnosed according to an official
with the U.S.D.A.

Dr. Dean Philson, who directs a
federal-state task force in Miami to deal
with the problem, said, ‘A crew of
animal health officials depopulated all
the birds at Pet Farm, Inc. because the
birds were either infected with or expos-
ed to this deadly virus. The entire
premise will be cleaned and
disinfected.”’

Mr. Bern Levine, owner of Pet Farm,
Inc., 7000 N.W. 69th Street, Miami,
told U.S.D.A. officials he first suspected
he might have an active virus about
August 31st, because of excessive sick
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and dying birds at his wholesale facility.
Specimens from these birds were later
sent to the National Animal Disease
Laboratory at Ames, lowa, where a virus
isolated for a type of Newcastle was
determined on September Sth. At that
time, the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services plac-
ed a quarantine on the movement of all
birds from Pet Farm, Inc. Further tests
confirmed the virus strain to be exotic
Newcastle disease rather than the
domestic strain.

Mr. Levine will receive an indemnity
from U.S.D.A. in the amount of
$391,000 for the loss of 8,220 birds, that
either died after the quarantine was im-
posed or were disposed of by animal
health officials.

Dr. Philson said the biggest part of the
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task force’s work is yet to be done.
“Every shipment of birds that left Pet
Farm, Inc. from August 1st until
September 5th, when the state quaran-
tine went into effect has to be traced,
and of coutse, we will also be trying to
determine how the virus entered the
wholesale facility.”’

Shipping records provided by Mr.
Levine indicate that nearly 500
shipments of birds were shipped to 33
states, the District of Columbia, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, Canada, and the
Bahamas. Dr. Philson said animal health
officials in each of these locations have
been notified of potential disease threat.

The 33 states are: Alabama, Arizona,
California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida,
Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts.
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi,
Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New Mexico, New York, North
Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Carolina, Texas,
Virginia, Washington, West Virginia.

Sick and dying birds have been
reported from several of these states.
When possible, birds will be purchased
for diagnostic purposes. If the owner
does not wish to sell the birds, specimens

are taken from which laboratory tests can
be made. If all test results are negative,
the quarantine will be lifted from the af-
fected premise. However, if the tests are
positive, all the birds will be humanly
destroyed and the premise will be
disinfected. Where depopulation is
necessary, the owners will receive indem-
nities from the U.S.D.A. for their losses.

U.S.D.A. has requested a loan of $5
million from Commodity Credit Corp.
to carry out this work. Cost may even ex-
ceed this amount as other large dealers
may have been infected.

In addition to the current outbreak in
Florida, exotic Newcastle disease has
been found since March in pet birds and
eight other aviaries and pet shops in four
states - California, Massachusetts, Penn-
sylvania, and Virginia. Some 3,000 ex-
posed or infected birds were destroyed in
these outbreaks.

U.S.D.A. officials said they have no
plans to discontinue issuing import per-
mits to pet importers due to the recent
outbreaks.

The disease is not considered a health
hazard to humans, although some peo-
ple handling the diseased birds may be
affected with eye infections or flu-like
symptoms which should be treated by a
physician,

proudly presents
Topper’s Bird Feed
(average protein 17%)
This seed is coated with all vitamins,
minerals & amino acids recommended
by most prominent veterinarians.
Diamond Doves: silver & normal
Cockatiels on order

FOR INFORMATION:
Write Box 1486,
Canoga Park, CA 91304
or call (213) 340-6318

AFA wishes to thank the
AFRICAN LOVE BIRD SOCIETY
for its long hours and
helping hands that stuffed
6,000 AFA member mailing packets
for the recent Las Vegas Convention.

Kellogg’s Bird Products
Wild Bird Supplies
Cage & Aviary Seed

Nutritional Aids

A SEND FOR PRICE LIST

. THE BIRD’S NEST

5 Patten Road, Bedford, N.H. 03102
(603) 623-6541

ENVIRONMENTAL
ENCLOSURES

(213) 965-4702

BUILT TO LAST -

manufacturer of

Sur-Lock®

ANIMAL PRODUCTS

o PORTABLE
o EXPANDABLE

SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE:

THE FREEDOM OF FLIGHT

THE SECURITY OF STEEL

Quality Welded Wire for Small Birds . . . Heavy Chain Link for Large Birds

o READY TO ASSEMBLE
e /NDOOR or OUTDOOR

ENVIRONMENTAL ENCLOSURES feature quality materials and work-
manship that guarantees customer satisfaction. Nationwide shipping.

We make it our business to know . . . . We offer you the finest line of
aviaries. Our products are especially designed with your needs in mind.
The maximum in security and comfort.

ENVIRONMENTAL ENCLOSURES
20924 Currier Road, Dept. W, Walnut, California 91789

(714) 595-7559
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