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We Buy Birds 
We Ship Birds 

COMPLETE BIRD SUPPLIES 

(714) 527-3387 
Open 9 to 6 Closed Sun., Mon., Holidays 

8990 Cerritos Ave. 
Anaheim, Ca. 92804 

COMPLETE LOCAL 
WAREHOUSE STOCKS 

Smooth, 
Clean 
Welded 
Surlace 

GALV. AFTER AVIARY NETTING 
24" thru 72" x 100 Lin Ft. Rls. 
•,, x •1, Mesh 22 Ga. 

GALV. 84 POULTRY NETTING 
12" thru 72" x 150 Lin. Ft. Rls. 
1" Mesh 20 Ga - 2" Mesh 20 Ga. 

GALV. WELDED FABRIC 
24" thru 72" wide x 100 Lin. Ft. Rls. 
1 " x 'I " x 16 Ga - 1" x 1" x 16 Ga. -

1·· x 1" x 14 Ga. 
2" x 1" x 14 Ga. - 4" x 2" x 14 Ga -

4" x 2" x 12•1, Ga. 

GALV. WELDED & WOVEN 
HARDWARE CLOTH 

'h x •;, Mesh 19 Ga. - 'I• x •1, Mesh 23 Ga. -
'a x ''• Mesh 27 Ga. 

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 

CITY WIRE CLOTH, INC. 
3706 Avalon Blvd .. Los Angeles. CA 90011 

(213) 232-5166 

Department of 

Avian Sciences, 

University of California, 

Davis 
by 

John A. Biggs, Sr. 
San Bernardino, California 

On November 19, 1980, Professor C.R. 
Grau invited me to speak to a new avian 
science class at the University of Califor
nia, Davi , to discuss breeding rnanage
rnem and my own experiences in breeding 
and rearing cage and aviary birds. 

Since the cla was to meet early in the 
day, I flew up the evening before. I was 
greeted at the Sacramento airport by Tom 
Roudybush. We drove to Davi to the 
home of Prof. and Mrs. Grau, where I en
joyed an informal dinner with them and 
some of the students. 

The next day was a busy one. The Avian 
Science class, being new, wa an eager 
group of twelve students. After peaking 
with the clas , I was given a tour of the 
university, both by car and on foot. It was 
truly a wonderful experience. For the first 
time, we have an avian science class at 
U.C. Davis. 

The Department is chaired by Dr. F.H. 
Kratzer. Primarily the Department is 
known for its work on chicken , turkeys, 
quail, pheasants, and partridge, though 
they are now funded by an Experiment 
Station Project on Cockatiel Manage
ment. They hope to continue the project as 
long as facilities and fund are available. 

The following is a brief outline of some 
of the cockatiel research which is planned 
or in progres . The scope and rapid com
pletion of this work is limited by a lack of 
pace and birds. The flock of cockatiels 

presently consists of about 120 birds. They 

expect to double or triple that number 
when they get going better. They al o have 
a mall flock of Zebra finche which they 
are allowing to breed until their number 
are large enough to take a few for ex
perimentation. No specific experiments 
have been planned for them a yet. 

Dr. C. R. Grau i the main mover behind 
the exotic bird project. He started the ex
otic bird class along with some enthusiastic 
students and played a major role in obtain
ing space and funding for the research 
project. 

Tom Roudybush has been 
twice a speaker at AFA 
conventions. 

Torn Roudybush is Dr. Grau's Ph.D. 
tudent. He is in a substantial way respon

sib le for the day 10 day work which helped 
establish the project. He has begun a 



research project aimed at comparing the 
nutrient composition of cockatiel crop 
milk to the nutrient requirement s of 
cockatiel chicks. He has succeeded in hat
ching cockatiels in an incubator and has 
raised one chick from hatching to weaning 
on a diet of defined nutrient composit ion . 
This is the first step in determining the 
nutrient requirements of cockatiel chicks. 
He was al so involved in starting and 
teaching the exotic bird class . 

Ron Hoogenboom is a senior student 
working with Tom Roudybush. He has 
begun a project to determine the values of 
individual seeds in the nutrition of im
n~ature cockatiels. This project is in its ear
ly stages. 

Lisa McDaniel is a graduate student of 
Dr. Pran Vohra and a student in the exotic 
bird class . For her Master's re earch she 
has ga thered dat a on the nutrient composi
tion of various seeds commonly fed to ex
otic birds. She is building a cage in which 
cockatiels can be observed while making 
food choices among the seeds presented to 
them. She hopes to relate the seeds which 
cockatiels choose to eat to the nutrient 
composition of the seeds. As a class pro
ject she is working with Dr. Michael Fry 
u ing chroma ome identification techni
ques to sex some of her own birds. 

Steve Watase is also a student in the ex
otic bird class who is working with Dr. 
Fry. Steve is measuring normal levels of 
thyroxine, a thyroid hormone, in 
cockatiels using radioimmunoassay. 

Keith Long is also a student in the exotic 
bird class . He is working with Dr. Grau 
and Tom Roudybush on a project aimed 
at determining the time required for food 
to pass through cockatiels after ingestion 
of the food . 

Mr. Allen Woodard and his students 
Lea Morri ssey and Jim Henne have been 
experimenting with various cage sizes, 
temperatures and amount s of light on 
breeding in cockatiels. 

One other person who deserves some 
credit for hi s basic role in helping to 
establish the project and the class is a 
former student in the Department, Brent 
Cutler. Without hi s knowledge and 
assistance, the program certainly would 
not have proceeded thi s far so rapidly. He 
has been a primary source of information . 

I know that the Department of Avian 
Sciences would value the support of the 
bird breeders and the bird industry in thi s 
country. If we support them, in time we 
will have many of our questions answered 
pertaining to the health and care of our 
birds . 

Valentine's 
Smo-o-o-th 

bright 
wire! 

Your No. 1 so urce of supply for 

* BIRD CAGE WIRE 
* CAGE BUILDING EQUIPMENT 

VALENTINE 
EQUIPMENT COMPANY 

9706 SOUTH INDUSTRIAL DRIVE - BRIDGEVIEW. ILLINOIS 60455 
PHONE Area Code (3 12) 599-1101 

We are 

• 

We have a 

complete product· 
inventory 

of .all pet supplies 
and leeds. Offers a 

the 
largest suppliers 

on the 
West Coast. 

Professional Bird Breeder's Price Break! 
at 1000 and 3000 lb. quantities 

We have a great variety of feeds and seeds. 
Good standard mixes and stra ight seed s ava ilab le. 

Custom mixes prepared by the ton . 

Delivery zon e for spec ial breeder's offer-West Coast only. 
Write or call us today for 

spec ial pro fes s ional breeder's price list. 

4800 South Boyle Avenue • Vernon , CA 90058 

(213) 582-1001 
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