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Photos by Jack Ahyong

Yellow
turquoisine

female

Yellow turquoisine male

Red fronted turquoisines — male and female

Red fronted turquoisine

Yellow Blue and normal princess parrots
king parrot female
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Some
Australian
Parrot Mutations

by Jack Ahyong
West Rude, Australia

We in Australia are very fortunate, in-
deed, to have so many varieties of birds
native to our country. Many of our native
birds are considered to be among the most
beautiful birds in the world. Many
Australian species are also considered
quite elite in any avicultural collection.

In addition to the normal beauty and
elegance of the Australian birds, many
species have developed color mutations.
The only apparent disadvantage to these
mutations is that they seem to be a little
weaker than the normal bird. Their strik-
ing appearance, however, more than
makes up for their slight weakness.

One of our most colorful little parrots is
the turquoisine (Neophema pulichella)
whose Latin name means “beautiful”. One
of the most impressive color mutations I
have ever seen occurred in the turquoisine.
The normally green back and body isin the
mutation a light lime green on the back
and alemon yellow on the body. The strik-
ing red wing stripe and the intense blue on
the face make the male turquoisine a very
beautiful bird indeed. The female is quite
pleasing also, but, of course, lacks the red
wing bar and has less blue on the face. This
mutation is recessive in nature and both
sexes can be split. The yellow turquoise
parrot first appeared in Australia about
eighteen years ago and a number of them
found their way to Europe. They are still
quite rare and command a rather high
price.

In the wild some turquoisines have red
thighs contrasting nicely with yellow
bellies. Many turquoisines, on the other
hand, are all yellow across the belly and
thighs. Mr. Carew of Sydney has devel-
oped a very pretty color variety of tur-
quoisine by selective breeding. For six or
seven years he has bred the birds with the
reddest thighs together. This has resulted
in more and more red appearing on the
succeeding generations. This, of course, is
not a genetic mutation but is an example of
controlled line-breeding toward a specific
goal — the red fronted turquoisine. Mr.

Carew’s best birds now are completely red
on their thighs, abdomen and chest.
Hopefully, in due course, someone will
cross this red fronted turquoisine with the
yellow turquoisine. The eventual result
should be a yellow bird with red wing
stripes and a red chest and abdomen and a
bright blue face. Wouldn’t that be a gem of
a bird?

Another very striking color mutation is
the yellow king parrot. The normal
Australian king parrot is one of the most
beautiful aviary subjects in its own right
but in the mutation the red color remains
the same and the green is completely
replaced by a very bright yellow. The
yellow-red contrast is very dashing. This
mutation is not plentiful but with a bit of
luck the yellow hen pictured will raise a
number of babies and a few will be
available to breeders who specialize in
mutations.

The foregoing mutations are brighter in
color or more striking than their normal
forms. There are several mutations,
however, that are less colorful than their
normal counterpart. The blue scarlet
(Neophema splendida) and the blue
Princess of Wales fit this category. In these
birds the normal green is replaced by a soft
powder blue or a bluish-green. In the
scarlet-chested parrot the red on the breast
is replaced by a creamy salmon color.
Thus you have a bird whose color is pastel
blue and white rather than the normal
bright green and vivid red. Similarly, in the
blue Princess the pink color is replaced by
soft white. Both of these color mutations
are recessive and they both still command
a fairly high price.

Other mutations I have heard of but not
seen include the lutino Adelaide rosella,
the lutino golden-mantled rosella, the pied
golden-mantled, the white rose-breasted
cockatoo, and cinnamon grass parakeets.
As time permits, I hope to photograph
more of the mutations found in our
Australian aviaries so our overseas friends
can enjoy their beauty too «

ety Goclilicer

Finches

WHITE-BREASTED
BLUE-BREASTED
NORMAL COLORS

. Herschel Frey
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1170 Firwood Dr.
Pittsburgh, PA. 15243
(412) 561-7194

The Avicultural Society

of America, Inc.
Founded 1927

Welcomes new members.

We publish a monthly bulletin on all
aspects of aviculture. Anyvone in-
terested in becoming a member please
contact: Doris Mayfield, Membership
Secretary, 6606 Enfield Ave., Reseda,
CA 91335. Yearly dues $12.00.
Overseas members, please add $2.00
to cover postage.

BIRDS AND AVIARY
SUPPLIES
“‘we ship anywhere’’
(714] 748-3847

18" Triple

* BOOKS o CAGES
e COCKATIELS * LOVEBIRDS e PARAKEETS
e ZEBRA FINCH e PLANIT products ® NEST BOXES
* CARRYING CASES e FEEDERS » PARROT CUPS
e PARROT STANDS e WROUGHT IRON

S CLAUSE Credit Cards

q Accepted

P.0. BOX 866,
FOR CURRENT CATALOG/INFORMATION

POWAY, CA.92064
SEND Self Addressed Stamped Envelope

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS ON ALL PRODUCTS
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San Diego Zoological Society's 1800 acre Animal Park about 30 miles northeast of downtown San Diego enables
visitors to see animals in a natural environment. The Wild Animal Park's population includes species native to
southeastern Asia, India, the Malay Peninsula, Indo China and from the swamplands to deserts in Africa. The
Zoological Society also operates the San Diego Zoo, which contains the world's largest collection of wild animals. The
1981 convention will be offering a tour to the Wild Animal Park.

Get ready for the AFA 1981 Convention

Now is the time to make plans to
attend the A.F.A.’s 1981 annual conven-
tion. It will take place the first week of
August. Delegates and officers who will
be attending the business meeting may
register on Tuesday the 4th. The
business meeting will take place on
Wednesday the Sth. Also on Wednesday
there will be an outstanding all-day tour
to Jerry Schulman’s fantastic collection
of rare birds ‘‘Behavioral Studies of Birds
and Animals.”’ Five busses will be filled
on a first-come-first-served basis at a cost
of $10.00 each. Lunch is provided.

On the 6th, 7th, and 8th the conven-
tion proper will take place and you’ll
have opportunity to see photos, slides,
booth displays and to hear the finest bird
people in the world speak. The
veterinary seminar will take place on
Sunday the 9th.

All of these excellent things will take
place in beautiful San Diego, California
home of the world famous San Diego
Zoo, Sea World, Wild Animal Park and
thousands of other exciting attractions.
And best of all - the convention will be
held at the outstanding Town and Coun-
try Hotel at rates that have not caught up
with inflation yet. Rates for double
rooms are $45.00, $50.00, and $60.00
and for single $40.00, $45.00, and
$55.00 according to the amount of lux-
ury you require.

For you who want to plan a family
vacation around the convention the hotel
has agreed to book rooms at the conven-
tion rates for three days before and after
the convention. The whole San Diego
area is a tourists delight that you won’t
want to miss - especially at the bargain
hotel prices negotiated by your hard
working convention committee.

See insert sheet in this issue for additional 1981 convention information.

Photo released by San Diego Convention and Visitor Bureau




R \’;‘0;‘5\@& NEW!
Recordings Available in Minutes!

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE
1980
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, AUG. 80

Now, through the miracle of Fast-Copy Tapes, you can take the most memorable portions of this con-
vention home with you. No need to wait weeks; we make CASSETTE RECORDINGS available im-
mediately following each session. They are ready in MINUTES!! UNCONDITIONAL 30 DAY MONEY
BACK GUARANTEE — YOU MUST BE SATISFIED! Orders placed by mail: please add $2.00 for postage

and

handling and 5% sales tax (Texas residents only) to the total amount of your order. Orders must be

prepaid. Please enclose this form. EACH CASSETTE $7.00.

ORDER FORM (Circle Number Desired)

10.
11.
12.
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22.
23.
24.

. Mickey Ollson — Captive Management of Large

. Frank Todd — is There a Place for Aviculture 26. Dr. Jesus Estudillo-Lopez . . . . U ... $7.00

inthe 80s?............... . ... $7.00 27. Tom Roudybush — Milk and Vitamin C in
. Bob Berry — Where is Noah When You Need H|m .... $7.00 Avian Nutrition. . . .. . o .. $7.00
. Mickey Ollson — Wild Waterfow! of 28, Dale Thompson — Macaws and Cockatoos e .. $§7.00

Temperate Regions. . . o L $7.00 29. Ray Brode — Avian Security. .. .. .. R $.700
. Ramon Noegel — Captive Breedmg of 30. Larry Sheiton — For the Record. ... .. ..... .. S . $7.00

Island Amazons. ... . .. e $7.00 31. Jack Eitniear Field Research. .. ... .. e $7.00
. Gail Worth — Hummingbirds and Softbills . ... $7.00 32. R. Teitler — Train Parrot Jungle. . .. o .... §7.00
. Larry Baumhardt — Feeding. Breeding and 33. Bob Berry — Avian Breeding at Houston Zoo .......... 81.00

Health of Budglies. . . .. S . $7.00 34. Dale Thompson — Fostering. . . . ... 81.00
. Frank Todd — Controlled Enwronment 35. Bud Ricks — What to Do with Canaries from

Specialized Polar Avifauna. . .. C ... $7.00 Purchase to Selling. . . . ... §7.00
. Larry Shelton — Philadelphia Story — 36. Ralph Cooper, D.V.M. — Avian dtseases and consults

Captive Propagation S o $7.00 with aviculturists. L o $7.00
. Jerry Jennings — Toucans. ... . .. . $7.00 37. Margaret Petrak, V.M.D. — Av1an medlune . ... $7.00

Art Risser — The Tahitian Blue Lort Breedlng o $7.00 38. Susan Clubb, D.V.M. — Import disease problems

Gene Hall — Rosellas. . . .. . R $7.00 and techniques for flock treatments. . . . .. o $7.00

Sharon Clause — Mutation Loveb|rds o S $7.00 39. James Foster, D.V.M. — Behavioral studies and

Dick Mattice — Aviary Construction o . .. $7.00 psychological security. . . . . .... §7.00

Greg Harrison — Nutrition Medium to Large Psitticines . $7.00 40. George Gee, Ph.D. — Captive breedmg programs

Francis Billie — Rare & Exotic Pheasants e $7.00 in efforts to save endangered species

Margaret Petrak, D.V.M. — Avian Medicine S $7.00 Puerto Rican parrot. whooping crane, etc.). . . .. ...... $7.00

Dale Thompson — Psitticines in Avicuiture. . . . $7.00 41, Greg Harrison, D.V.M. — Avian Medicine,

Tony Barret — Cenetics. . .. .. . .... $7.00 Nutrition and Reproduction e o . $7.00

James Foster, D.V.M. — Raptor Rehabmtanon . $7.00

Art Riser — Birds of China and the

St. Lucla Conference. .. .. .. .. o $7.00

Pe, Cochran — Finches. . ... . ... . .... $7.00

Susan Clubb, D.V.M.  fvon Pox 100  TOTAL CASSETTES

Marjorie McMillan — Stress Reiated Diseases. o $7.00 MAILING CHARGE $2.00

Park Birds: Cranes. Ratites. etc.. o A $7.00 GRAND TOTAL $

NAME (Print) MAIL ORDER TO:
ADDRESS A.F.A.

cITY Ms. Janice Prichard
STATE ZIP Financial Director
CASSETTES ORDERED Box 327

MONEY ENCLOSED $ El Cajon, Calif. 92022
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