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NOTICE

All correspondence
intended for the editor
of the Watchbird
should be mailed directly
to his address.

Sheldon Dingle
P.O. Box 340
Norco, CA 91760

Fem
She
Cdilons Dest

by Sheldon Dingle

I have been breeding cockatiels for
about four years and have had a lot of
pleasure with my birds and some sadness. [
have sixteen cockatiels now and know and
love every one of them. They all have
names. I am breeding for beautifull col-
oted babies, not for a profit.

Two of the babies hatched over the
last four years have had spraddled legs.
The first one now gets along with just a
slight limp. I wotked with her, exercising
her legs, for over two months.

The second one is Toby. I wrote to you
about him several months ago. He is
crippled in both legs. He has grip but his
feet are turned backwards. I took him to
doctors and even wrote to several bird
magazines for help. Finally I received a
letter from the editor of the Watchbird
which in summary said to just accept
Toby the way he was - and I have.

Toby cannot walk but boy, can he fly.
He takes off and lands the way a plane
does. When he lands he just drops his
landing gear and comes in low. In his
cage he has a towel that he sits on. He
moves around on his belly and
manuevers himself with his wings and
beak. Of course I will never clip his

wings. We take long walks together, I
walk and he flies. Toby can talk and can
whistle anything I want him to learn.
God gave him the gift of loving life as
it is.

Toby had faith and trust in me and I
have faith and trust in God. I thank God
for Toby and I'm sure there are lots of
Tobys out there. When I get home and
see Toby crippled but whistling away,
happy to see me, it gives me faith in life
even on my most terrible days.

The above letter is the second one
recetved from Karen and Toby. The first
ome arrived a few months ago and I in-
tended to publish it along with my
response. Well, folks, even the editor
gets edited sometimes. My wife and our
art director, Jean Hessler, vetoed my
response. They thought I treated a sen-
sitive subysect a little to lightly. In view of
the second letter (above) and Toby's ex-
cellent state of mind as well as some of
my prophecies being fulfilled 1 have
over-ridden the veto. The following is
the first letter and my original response.

Ed.




Dear Editor,

HELP. Toby my cockatiel friend and I
are asking for help, either information as
to what more I can do for him or an ex-
cellent vet in the area.

I breed cockaticls and this particular
cockatiel is 5 to 6 weeks old. I have hand
fed him since 4 days old plus plenty of
other babies with excellent results. The
parents stopped feeding him because his
legs were out to the sides, either because of
lack of vitamin D or sat on too tight. He
does not have rickets, beak is fine, perfect
health, skin and feathers, sings happily,
eyes are good and the legs are not
overgrown.

To this day he cannot stand. He has an
excellent grip with his feet. I have and am
working with his legs, bending and turning
little by little. I prop him up with a towel to
keep legs bent. I have made progress, legs
bend, feet out to side and the legs still fall
out of socket. When in my hand with sup-
port his one leg is under him. He gets
around very well, sad but true, on his belly
and knee joints.

Normally, I would have a bird like this
put to sleep but this is sure a rare case. You
would think a bird like this would be sad,
mopey, sickly.

He eats like a hound and also manuvers
his way to the food dish and does eat on his
own. I'm still hand feeding a little.

Help. What else can I do. There has to
be something. 1 do pray. Toby is the
strongest and cutest of all. I have been told

_his face is the cutest they have seen. He has
good coloring and is very alert, has picked
up a whistle of mine, very intelligent.

I don’t want to destroy my friend Toby
and of course will keep him. I am not going
to give up and Toby, by his eyes, is not giv-
ing up either.

Please respond. Thanks.

Karen Curran and Toby

My dear madaine, given my morbid sense
of humor, vour letter offers me just (0o
much material 1o deal with. Ull try to keep
an iron grip on myself and trust my more
normal wife will edir out my unacceptable
responses.

First off, there has 10 be a reason why
Toby’s legs are deformed. It may be a sim-
ple physical reason based upon diet,
metabolism, a physical (rauma, elc., elc.
A good vet might diagnose the problem
and still be unable to correct it. Then
again, the bird may be living out some bad
karma. Muavbe in a previous life he spit on
a snake and is now fated to go on his belly
also. Who knows all of the ways of the
world?

If you pray sincerely and God does not
work a miracle, perhaps the bird erred
somewhere along the line. After all, God
purnishes.

If evervthing about the bird works ex-
cept his legs, I suggest vou adjust to that
situation and take some positive, creative
steps. First vou might build a tiny skate-
board and teach Toby to propel himself
with his wings. If the skateboard is design-
ed with aerodynainics in mind he might
even be able to take off and land
something like a pontoon plane. For short
hops around the house you can build
strategically placed catapults that Toby
can enter and release with his beak. Pull a
string here and Z1P he is hefted over there.
Thereis, in fact, a Rube Goldberg type toy
that has all the little trap doors, conveyor
belts, and levers necessary to transport a
little wooden, or a paraplegic bird almost
anywhere you want it 10 go.

After all, people accept other people
with handicaps. 1 myself, spent several
years working with a school for handi-
capped children. In a very short time the
kid’s personalities come to the fore and
one tends to completely forget their
handicaps.

To sum up, give it your best shot with
the veterinarians and maybe Toby can be
healed. If not, follow my advice and dwell
upon the positive factors in Toby’s life.
After all, he can be very happy and healthy
without legs. And, by the way, I'd change
his name to Porgy. :

Ed.

CLASSIFIED

ADS

CLASSIFIED RATES — $5.00 minimum
charge for 4 lines of type (average 7 words
per line}. Additional charge of 9¢ per word
for ad running over 28 words. {28 words to
include name, address and phone.) All copy
to be RECEIVED BY 10th day of month
preceding publication. One inch boxed ad -
58 word maximum — $12.00.

Hatched in my aviary & handfed. NOT
QUARANTNE. All under 4 mos. Blue & Gold,
Military X Green wing, & Catalina macaws.
Umbrella & Citron cockatoos. African greys.
Quality, not quantity. Mickey Hensel, Rt. 1 Box
222, Kankakee, [, 60901, (815) 932-9631.
SASE.

FREE 1981 COLOR CATALOG
Raise Birds for Profit. Complete source Incubators,
Brooders, Cages, Fountains, Feeders, Books, More.
Marsh Farms, Box 7AR, Garden Grove, CA 92642

FARMING UNCLE. International Journal,
Periodical for Natural People and Nature
Lovers. P.O. Box 91 - B7. Liberty, New York
12754. 1 year subscription only $8.00.

SUN CONURES: Tame handfed baby Blue Head
Pionus. African Grey, Grand Eclectus, Yellow Napes,
etc. all hatched in our aviary. Jo Hall, Thorndale,
Texas. (512) 898-2552.

CATALINA MACAWS & UMBRELLA COCKATOOS.
Handfed babies, cuddly. Hatched in my aviary.
Brilliant colors. Mickey Hensel, Rt. 1 Box 222,
Kankakee, [il., 60901, (815) 932-9631.

POSITIONS WANTED: For experienced and
respected bird persons. Breeding, taming,
retail, wholesale, and managerial experience.
Knowledgeable in all aspects of birds and pet
industry. Willing to work with any animals. Will
relocate anywhere. Two persons available,
together or seperately. For resumes - H.
Beck/T. Buchanan, 66 Orchard, Cambridge,
Mass., 02140, (617) 834-9298 eves./864-2211

J & R Parrot Ranch is offering for sale: Hand-fed
Yellow Napes $450, Baby Blue & Gold Macaws $750,
and many more fine birds. Send SASE for list. 11217
Pala Place, Mira Loma, CA 91752, (714) 685-5118.

Cockatiels 1980 hatch - normal $25., pied & albino
$45., 2 English parakeets, 3 young orange wings in
excellent health $85. ea., trade for breeding pairs. Rod
Hug (707) 539-3413.

TOTALLY TAME MACAWS, COCKATOOS. Hobbiest
acquires birds for orders. Sits 30 days precautionary
home quarantine, excellent diet. Satisfaction within 3
days or money back! References. KATHY VERBECK,
WINGS UNLIMITED, (216) 493-0560, Monday-Friday,
4 pm-8 pm.

Continued on next page.
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Continued from page 45.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED RATES — $5.00 minimum charge for 4 lines of type (average 7 words per
line). Additional charge of 9¢ per word for ad running over 28 words. (28 words to include
name, address and phone.} All copy to be RECEIVED BY 10th day of month preceding

publication. One inch boxed ad - 58 word maximum —

$12.00.

Imported exhibition Budgerigars, Lady Gouldians,
Chestnut Breasted, parrot finches, owl finches.
Wanted: mutation Bourkes, scarlet chested, Stanley’'s
Rosellas, home bred birds only. Dr. R.G. Travnicek,
Wilber, NB 68465, (402) 821-2121.

MISC. BIRDS: Cockatiels-Canaries (Glosters-
Boarders-Roliers)-Lovebirds-Parakeets-Finches-
Rosellas-Parrots-Cockatoos-Conures-Macaws-
Mynahs. All birds guaranteed to please. One of New
York's largest wholesalers. Large variety of birds at all
times. Monthly specials that can't be beat. ISLAND
AVIARIES, 699 Milligan Lane, West Islip, New York
11795, (516) 669-7764.

“LIV" protein food concentrate source of all
vital amino acids plus vitamins, minerals, and
lipids. Feed "'LIV" to chicks right up to maturi-
ty for improved heaith and vigor. You see
more beautiful plumage. Diet booster—just
sprinkle “'LIV'" or mix with usual diets. Farm
and Wildlife Products, P.O. Box 6231,
Elmwood Park Station, Omaha, Nebraska
68106. DEALERS WANTED.

WANTED: ALL TYPE BIRDS FOR RESALE. We buy
birds year around for wholesale in New York and
across the United States. Will buy in large guantities
or small. ISLAND AVIARIES, 699 Milligan Lane, West
Islip, New York 11795, (516) 669-7764.

Split yeliow sexed bourkes $150., scarlet-chested
parakeets $100., Congo African grey male $300.,
Moluccan cockatoo hen, blue peachface or biue
masked lovebirds $40. Will ship Darel Cavender
-MONTEZUMA BIRD GARDENS, P.O.Box 1973,
Escondido, Ca., (714) 745-7185.

COLORED ALUMINUM EXQOTIC, Cockatiel &
Lovebird Bands Black, Blue, Gold, Green, Red,
& Silver. Exotic Bands are (Homing pigecn
size, App. 9/32"" or .277 thousands) I.D. Please
give the following information; Initials wanted
(up to three) Exotic, Cockatiel or Love Bird
bands consecutive numbers wanted, opened
or closed, year and color. All Cockatiel & Love
Bird bands are 15°¢ each Exotic bands are 18°
each.

PLASTIC BANDS 7 sizes 7 colors Red, Blue,
Black, Yeliow, Green, orange & Pink. Please
indicate type of bird bands are for and color
wanted. 10 bands to a string (same color). 75°
each string 10 strings $7.00 20 strings
$13.00.

BIRD NETS for the aviculturist. Made
for plenty of abuse, 10Q/ nylon netting, 18"
hard wood handle 10" tempered aluminum
hoop, 20" bag depth or small canary nets 12"
handle 8" diameter. $5.00 each post paid.

PLASTIC HAND FEEDERS Pays for itself
many times over. Save the abandoned young
or help the slow feeders. 10 cc feeder $2.35
Two for $4.25 Five for $8.95 Please add 50° on
all orders under $5.00 California residents
Please include 6 sales tax. L & M BIRD LEG
BANDS, P.O. Box 2943, San Bernardino, Calif.
92406.
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3 volume publication of the rare 1884 "PAR-
ROTS IN CAPTIVITY" (by George Bell & Son,
London}. Many uncut pages, georgeous color
prints and humorous stories of psittacines of
that era. Price $300 set. Alton V. Freeman,
Miami Rare Bird Farm, Inc., 189 Caribbean
Road, Naples, Fla., 33940.

SUPERBIRDS LTD. is a breeding farm and brokerage.
Fertile macaw eggs and surgically sexed macaws
always available. Resale birds—amazons, cockatoos,
etc.—are cultured, wormed and fat before being sold.
Wholesalers make money with our birds because
100% live or are replaced. Find out why. (305)
461-6484.

Young Blue and Goid Macaws, Blue Front Amazons,
African Greys, [ndian Ringnecks, Cockatiels,
Lovebirds. Finches: Fires, Napoleons, Orange
Weavers, Cordon Blues, Green Singers, Red Ears,
Desert Larks, Silverbills, Cutthroats, Bronze Wing
Societ and Zebras. Hagler's Home of Birds, P.O. Box
2637, Bartow, Fl. 33830, (813) 644-3385 anytime.
5506 8th Street S.E., Highland City, Florida.

WANTED: Young male Bourk's parakeets, Within 150
driving miles of Norfolk, Va. D. Vaughan, Killdeer
Farm, 636 Saddlehorn Dr., Chesapeake, Va., 23322.
Phone (804) 482-2248.

ANNOUNCING NEW BIRD PRODUCTS
“Perfect Red” and ''Pure Red'"' water disper-
sable canthaxanthin colorants for red birds;
""Beta Carotine’" color enhancers for ail birds;
“Multi Vites''water dispersable complete
vitamin mixture and ''5-1-8" vitamin-mineral
supplement for birds and all pets. Dealers,
distributors wanted. Canadian inquiries in-
vited. Write/call: Clifford's Pet Supplies, Box
1994 Blasdell, NY 14219, (716) 822-3278.

1980 MEALY ROSELLAS, home grown, $400.00 pr.,

golden mantled male, $75.00, blue earred pheasants,

$60.00 pr. Ed Benhardt, Reardan, Wash., 99029,
(509) 796-5001.

PERUVIAN EXPORTS: Birds from Peru and South
America. For information: P.O. Box 5023, Lima 18
Peru S.A. Phone 910366.

INDIAN RED JUNGLEFOWL (murghi) 3rd and 4th
generation. Also African triangular spotted pigeons.
Will trade. Wanted greenwing doves. Harold Carter,
Rt. 2, Dardanelle, Ark. 72834

EXOTIC BIRDS UNLIMITED - one of Connecticuts
largest distributers - offers only hand picked, guality
birds at affordable prices. Finches, lovebirds, and
cockatiels in stock always. African greys coming in
January. Lesser sulfur-crested cockatoos, umbrellas,
citron-crested and goffins. Orange wing amazons, red
lords, blue fronts, severe macaws, green wing
macaws, blue and gold. We ship via Bradley Int. Air-
port. Call (203) 426-1176 or (203) 377-4163. Address 4
Shamrock Lane, Newtown, Conn

BUSINESS OR PLEASURE How many tax dollars did
you pay Uncle Sam last year? Fight back! In addition
to fun and enjoyment in your avicultural pursuits, save
hundreds or even thousands of dollars as a result of
this activity. Keep what's yours' Send sase and
$4.95 to Tax Trends Ltd.. P.C. Box 203, Alta Loma. CA
91701,

COCKATOO: Moluccan beauty and she knows it
Hand fed from first day, raised as family member. Af-
fectionate, intelligent. inguisitive. Must sell
2200.00/offer. Dr. Jerrold Schwartz, Livermore, Calif..
(415) 443-2949.

ANNOUNCING NEW BIRD PRODUCTS
‘*Scale-Off'" and '‘Scale-Off 1", new
economical treatments for Scaly-Leg Mites:
“Raelmycin'’, water soluble erythromycin
broad spectrum antibiotic; “Guest-Aid" for
digestive disorders "‘Raedine’ for for treat-
ment of aspergillosis and aids fertility.
Dealers, Distributors wanted. Canadian in-
quiries invited. Write/call Clifford’s Pet Sup-
plies, Box 1994, Blasdell NY 14219,
(716) 822-3278.

WANTED Female green wing King. Harold Thorn-
sberry (714) 527-0157.

FOR SALE: Lovebirds $16.50, cockatiels, normals
$18.50, pied, $25.00, pearls, $23.00 albino, 28.50,
zebra finches {(mixed colors) $3.55. Parakeets $5.25
and up, bourkes $50.00 ea. Diamond doves $12 50 pr,
(714) 257-3668 Tabor's Bird Farm.

SUPER BIRDS LTD. realize it's impossible to treat sick
birds unless you know what's wrong and what drug
will work. Birds suffer and die needlessly becauses of
guesses. Our losses are nil because our laboratory
and bacteriologist are accurate Are yours? Send for
fecal containers today. All work is confidential. $20
each for culture and sensitivity. Results in 24-36
hours. Super Birds Ltd., Rt. 4, Box 242, Ft. Pierce,
Florida, 305-461-6484.

HANDFED GREEN-WINGED MACAW,
hatched March 1980. Talks and is very affec-
tionate, $1500.00. Expect to hatch 1981 Blue
& Golds, Scarlets, Green-wings, Milligolds,
Napes, and others, we hope! Imported birds
also. J&R PARROT RANCH, 11217 Pala Place,
Mira Loma, CA 91752 (714) 685-5118.

KNOW if your birds have WORMS, SALMONELLA,.
YEAST, E-COLI, ETC. Most new arrivals need treat-
ment of some sort. Protect your birds, your money
and, most importantly, your customers, by having
cultures done. SBL has a comprehensive laboratory
and competent bacteriologist. A speedy, confidential
identification costs only $20. Naturally, all SBL birds
have been checked before being sold and our
guarantee is the strongest in the industry. SUPER
BIRDS LTD., Rt. 4, Box 242, Ft. Pierce, Florida 33450,
(305) 461-6484.

Red tail black cockatoo/pr. ONLY SERIOUS
BUYERS NEED CALL. Also red eyed fallow
cockatiels (not to be confused with other
mutations) and electus parrots, 4 species
Taking orders for 1981 birds. Ron Brown (714)
871-9202, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.




Red-Spectacled
Blue Headed Pionus
Tame Blue Crowns
Tame Yellow Napes
Red-Lored

Yellow Fronts
Meally's

Orange Wings

CONURES

Duskies 30.00
Bee Bee's
Patagonians

Senegals

or
Ring-Necks

MACAWS

Nobles
Yellow Collars
Severe's

Blue Golds

FINCH SPECIALS

mix or match
Red-Ears
Cut-Throats
Silverbills
Bronze Wings
Golden Songs

*Lady Gouldians

*Star Finch

Orange Weaver
(full color)

Grey Singing
Green Singing

135.00 pr.*
50.00 pr.*

Cordon Bleu
Fire Finch
Lavenders

Black Cheek Waxbills 13.00

*Melba's 75.00 pr.*
*Violet-Ear Waxbills 75.00 pr.*

Black-Cap Waxbill 25.00
Cherry Head 25.00

Red Males

Red Hens

Black Mask

Blue Mask

Please call for new birds that
are not listed. Advertising
takes 2 to 3 months to change.
Send self-addressed, stamped
envelope for current price
sheet

Moluccans 1-675.00

Umbrellas

Lessers

Goffins

Bare-eyed
(Corella)

COCKATIELS

Grey

Pied

PARAKEETS

* Tame Grey Cheeked Parakeets *

1-85.00
3-75.00
6-65.00

* % * Hand-fed Baby Blue-Fronted Amazons x * *

LIMITED QUANTITIES,
order now

(Due mid-Feb.)

1-300.00
3-250.00

2-275.00
6-225.00

12-200.00

"tss

(707)-459-3133
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