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Answers To Your Quesdons 

~ 
The John Biggs· book entitled. "Lovebirds, ~ 

Answers to Your Questions." is now available 
nationwide and sells for only $8 each plus $1 for 
shipping and handling (California residents add 
6% sales tax). This informative book. complete 

~ 
with color photographs, makes for enjoyable ~ 
reading as well as answering many of those 
troublesome questions. The book is based on 
the decades of experience John Biggs has had 
raising lovebirds and includes such topics as 
obtaining your birds. the importance of good 

~ 
nutrition. step-by-step illustrated instructions ~ 
for banding lovebirds. breeding your birds, rest-
ing your birds. and the importance of cleaning 
and pest control. All this and more is discussed 
in this handy book. spiral bound for your con-
venience of reading. 

Order your copy now from, 1-r PUBLISH­
ERS, 2349 First Ave., San Bernardino, CA 
92405, (714) 887-2277. Books arrive UPS 

--~~~~--

(714) 735-4017 \ 

tot & mar'! <JUick 
breeders of: 

ROSEL LAS 
SCARLET CHESTED 
TURQUOSINES 
BOURKES 
LOVEBIRDS 
PEACH FACE MUTATIONS 
BLUE MASK 
BLACK MASK 
SILVER (WHITE) BLUE MASK 

BIRDS AND AVIARY 
SUPPLIES 

"we ship anywhere" 
[714) 748-3847 

• BOOKS • CAGES 
• COCKATIELS •LOVEBIRDS •PARAKEETS 

• ZEBRA FINCH • PLAN IT products• NEST BOXES 
• CARRYING CASES • FEEDERS • PARROT CUPS 

•PARROT STANDS •WROUGHT IRON 

S. CLAUSE ~VISA' ~IJI Credit Cards 

S~ 
,-II_ iJ Accepted 

P.O. BOX 866 
none POWAY, CA.92064 
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FOR CURRENT CATALOG/INFORMATION 
SENO Self Addressed Stamped Envelope 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS ON ALL PRODUCTS 

bories aqd borikeets 
iQ aviculture 
by Raymond J. Jerome, M.D. 

Dallas, Texas 

The terms "lories" and "lorikeets" are 
used interchangeably by most authors 
since the term "lorikeet" merely means "lit­
tle lory". For purposes of simplicity, only 
the term "lory" will be used in this paper. 

The family Loriidae are among the most 
beautiful, interesting, active and affec­
tionate of all psittacines. This family is ex­
tremely large and represents about 116 of 
total world psittacine population. The 
family contains about 75 species. 
Anatomically, the lories differ from other 
psittacines, by possessing a brush tipped 
tongue with which they "lap" nectar and 
liquids like cats. They are excellent 
breeders; frequently having one clutch 
after another, yearly. They will often 
breed freely in rather limited enclosures 
and, if hand raised, often make excellent 
"talkers". These are some of the positive 
points which make lories excellent 
avicultural candidates. 

Most of the negative points are mainly 
focused around the fact that these birds 
are fruit and nectar eaters. Because of their 
diet, they have a very liquid excrement 
which is expelled in a very messy projectile 
manner. This one characteristic, above all 
others, makes them very poor candidates 
for "house pets". Making a well balanced 
nectar mix for lories is time consuming and 
rather expensive project. The proper 
hygenic care of their cages and nectar con­
tainers also requires a good deal of time 
and effort. However, with good outside 
aviary facilities, the positive points in 
favor of working with these exciting birds 
far outweigh the negative points. 

Besides their unbelievable brilliant 
colors, the intelligence, inquisiveness and 
mischieviousness of the lories are among 
their most attractive qualities. Their ac­
tivities very closely resembly baby kittens 
at play. One can constantly observe them 
making up games to play, either in­
dividually or in groups. At times they may 
be seen lying flat on their back juggling a 
twig or rock with their feet. Frequently 
two of them incessantly wrestle or do cart­
wheels around a branch. Their natural 
courtship activity of bobbing and wing 
flapping is an exciting display to behold 
and is somewhat different for each species. 
I have even seen five of them line up and 
march in a straight line, like little toy 
soldiers, playing "follow the leader". The 
Dusky Lories will frequently strut around 
in a circle, like two sparring boxers, with 

outstretched wings; looking very much 
like turkey gobblers in mating display. 
This is mentioned only to point out that 
lories are constantly involved in in­
numerable humorous or interesting antics 
which make them probably the most in­
teresting and desirable of all aviary psit­
tacines to own. 

It is stated by Tivert and by Forshaw 
that, in the wild state, the food of lories 
consists of flower nectar, pollen, blossoms 
and leaf buds. However, from my per­
sonal observations and necessary conclu­
sions from parasites which these birds 
host, they of necessity must also consume 
a fairly large amount of insects or other 
parasitic intermediate host such as insect 
larvae, worms or even snails. This assump­
tion is made on the fact that a great 
number of wild caught lories, coming into 
this country through quarantine, have in­
testines grossly infested with tape worms. 
The tape worm obligatorily requires an in­
termediate host such as insect, worm or 
snail to complete its life cycle. Some 
authorities have speculated that this in­
festation is brought about by the lories ac­
cidently consuming an occasional insect 
while feeding on flowers. I believe that this 
is an erroneous conclusion and that these 
birds actively go in search for insects while 
they have young in the nest, in spite of 
abundance of other food sources. I have 
seen parent lories digging through the dirt 
on the aviary floors for hours in apparent 
search for insects which they voraciously 
consume as they find them; as well as 
eating the roaches and flies that occa­
sionally enter their cages. 

In sexing the Loriidae, monomorphism 
between the sexes is the rule and dimor­
phism is the exception. The dimorphic ex­
ceptions which come to mind are the red 
phase of the Stella's and Josephine's Lori es 
in which one sex (reportedly, the female) 
has a yellow rump and the other sex has a 
red rump. However, in the melanistic 
(black) phase of the Stella's, both sexes 
have red rumps. Another genetic oddity in 
the melanistic phase of the Stella's is that, 
although the normal red pigment of the 
face and breast feathers are replaced with 
black feathers, the rump feathers of these 
melanistic birds retain their red pigment. 

In the orange phase of the Dusky Lory, 
there is also a dimorphic difference in the 
sexes. The female has a silver-while rump 
and the male has a yellowish-rump. 



T HE EXACT PR ESC RIPTION FOR A HEALTH IER , HAP PIER, CONTENT ED BIRD. 

RAINBOW MEALWORM S contain 12 of the 16 elements that are found in 
li ving tissue and rich in vitam ins A an d B. Natu ral vitamin A is essential to 
your birds nu trition an d growth . Vitamin B is required to maintain the 
nervous sys te m. 

RA INBOW MEALWORMS are a living foo d, cl ean an d odorless. They 
shoul d be kept under refrigeration at 40° to 48° (but not necessary) . At 
this temperature they become dormant and maintain perfect con dition fo r 
several months . 

RA IN BO W MEALWOR MS are graded in four sizes fo r your co nveniences : 
SMALL , MEDIUM, LARGE , and MIXED . Each an d every worm is fr esh 
an d li vely . No need for sort ing or sifting. We guarantee 10% or more over­
count per measure. 

PROMPT SHIPMENT ALL YEAR AROUND. 
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE ARE ENCLOSED WITH FIRST ORDER. 

MEALWORM BU LK WHOLESALE PRICES 
COUNT 1,000 .. $ 3 25 5,000 . . 12.00 
50 ... . . $.4 32 2, 000 .. 6.25 10,000 .. 23 .00 
100 . . .. 6.60 3,000 ..... '. 8.00 20 ,000 ..... 41.00 
500 . . 20 28 ~ 40 ,000 . . . . 70 .00 

~ \ . I Californi a Residen ts 
THE BEST FOR LESS. add 6% Sales Tax . 

Mea{lw;~~)";~~~;;;;;"m' ~~~\ N'B c) ~ ~ ,;6~. ~~~~~~SST 
~ MEALWORMS ~ COMPTON, CA. 90220 

1980 "TODAY'S HARVEST" MILLET SPRAYS 
We have personally inspected the crops and found them excellent 

Sh ipp ing 
Price: We igh t 

Zones & Shipping Costs: 
Order of: 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
21 lb. l bs . $1.29 $1.34 $1.40 $1.48 $1.59 $1.71 $1.84 $ 2.60 
4 lbs. 8.65 5 lbs. $1.56 $1 .68 $1 .86 $2.05 $2.33 $2.62 $2.96 

12 lbs. 22.30 15 lbs. $2.49 $2.87 $3.39 $3.96 $4.79 $5.68 $6.69 
20 lbs. 34.65 22 lbs. $3.14 $3.71 $4.46 $5.30 $6.51 $7.81 $9.29 

Check with order, o r C.O.D. Also accept VISA - MASTER CHARGE & AMERICAN 
EXPRESS cred it cards. Other seeds, cages, all bird supp lies, a book li st w ith over 200 t it les 
wi th a complete line of all T.F.H. bird books. Please send $1.00 for price li st. REFUNDABLE 
WITH FIRST ORDER. 

NORSHORE PETS 
P.O. BOX 271W - 6206 S. Rt. 23, MARENGO, ILL. 60152 PHONE: 815-568-6732 
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24 Red-collared lonkeet, Tn'choglossus haematodus rubn'torquis. 
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However, this difference is more difficult 
to discern in the yellow phase of the Dusky 
for the rumps of the few I have seen are 
silver-white in the center and yellow-white 
in the periphery. 

In the Edward's Lory, which is the 
yellow breasted variant of the Rainbow 
Lories, up until now, the dimorphic dif­
ference has been stated that the male may 
have a few orange feathers scattered 
among his yellow breast feathers whereas 
the female's breast feathers are all yellow. 
In my working with these birds, I have 
observed a much more striking difference 
between the sexes. I have found that the 
adult males have bright orange feathers on 
the lesser under wing-coverts, while the 
adult females have clear bright yellow 
lesser under wing-coverts. So far, the six 
young that I have raised this year have all 
had varying degrees of orange under their 
wings and I suspect that this color dif­
ference is only fully developed in adult 
plumage. 

Many of the lories having an orange or 
horn colored beak in adulthood will have 
black beaks while immature. Therefore, 
any birds of these species having black col­
oration on their beaks are probably less 
than one year of age. 

The "old wives' tale", still in popular 
belief among a great many bird breeders, is 
that, if two eggs are laid, the resulting 
nestmates will invariably be one male and 
one famale. This statement is definitely 
NOT true! This has been proven by recent 
\aparoscopic studies. There will, however, 
nearly always be a difference in the size of 
the two nestmates. This difference, I 
believe, may well be attributable to hatch­
ing dates and the first bird getting more 
food. This difference in size will frequently 
equilibrate toward the end of the first year, 
if good diet has been provided for both 
birds. 

It has been said that lories only lay two 
eggs per clutch. I know of one pair of 
mollucan red lories that laid four eggs in 
one clutch and all four eggs hatched. 

A well balanced diet is probably the 
most important part of successful 
breeding of all birds; and this is certainly 
true of the lories. There are probably as 
many "nectar" mixes for lories as there are 
people who raise these birds. The lories re­
quire a very large glucose (sugar) supply to 
give them energy for their incessant activi­
ty. A high protein component of well 
balanced amino acids for cellular growth is 
essential. The amino acid, cystine, and its 
metabolic precurser, methionine, are very 
important for good healthy feather pro­
duction. Soya protein and a concentrated 
protein mix called "Pro-Mix" (both 
available at health food stores) are 
excellent sources for the necessary 
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Black-winged lory, 
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Your birds deserve the best. 
so feed them 

Field•Fresh 
Spra~ Millet 
Slowly sun ripened in the fields of the largest grower 
of Spray Millet in the US. each spray is gently 
hand-picked at the peak of its perfection. The quality 1s 
assured, as the growers are bird owners and breeders 
like you. and they insist on the very best. No mechanical 
processes are involved. each spray 1s just as nature 
intended. This year give your birds the variation, change 
and stimulation of eating highly nutritious Spray Millet 
seeds on the stem 

Fresh from our Fields to your Birds' 

5 lbs. . .. $18.00 Postage Paid 

10 lbs. . .. $30.00 Postage Paid 

20 lbs. . .. $55.00 Postage Paid 

Postage Paid in Continental USA 
Inquire for Quantity Prices 

Carlson 
Specialty Seed 
RT. 2, BOY. 535 
PLAINFIELD, WI 54966 
(715) 335. 4564 

Valentine's 
Smo-o-o-th 

bright 
wire! 

Your No. 1 source of supply for * BIRD CAGE WIRE * CAGE BUILDING EQUIPMENT 

VALENTINE 
EQUIPMENT COMPANY 

9706 SOUTH INDUSTRIAL DRIVE . BRIDGEVIEW, ILLINOIS 60455 
PHONE: Area Code (312) 599-1101 

amino acids. 
Vitamin D-3 for calcium metabolism, 

vitamins A, C, E and the B-complexes are 
all important and necessary for good 
health and breeding. Calcium in ample 
supply and maintenance of a correct 
calcium - phosphorus ratio is an absolute 
"must" for successful breeding and egg 
production. I find that calcium carbonate 
powder (sold here under the trade name of 
"Texas Lime") is very inexpensive and an 
excellent source of the calcium ion. Other 
minerals of considerable importance are: 
iodine for proper thyroid function which 
controls the bird's metabolism; sodium, 
potassium and chloride for proper elec­
trolyte balance which is very important for 
life itself and certainly must be maintain­
ed, manganese, copper, etc. are needed for 
certain enzymatic and catalytic processes 
within the cells. 

Squibb's Laboratory "Vionate" for 
animals is an excellent source of necessary 
vitamins and minerals and "Super Preen" 
is an excellent combined mixture of pro­
teins (amino acids), vitamins and 
minerals. 

Even though lories will nest in almost 
any facility supplied, I have found the 
most successful nest for lories to be a 5 
gallon rectangular can with about a 2-2Y2 
inch diameter hole cut in the upper front 
corner. A Yz inch dowel is inserted 
through the can about 1-1 Yz inches below 
this hole. The top end of this can is remov­
ed with a can opener. About fifteen 14 
inch holes are drilled in the long lower side 
of the can, which will eventually be the 
bottom of the nest. These holes are for 
drainage of the liquid excrement of the 
young, which accumulates in great quan­
tities during their nesting stay. Holes of 
similar size and number are drilled in the 
top of the can for ventilation and escape of 
hot air during the summer. Wire hooks are 
placed on the back of the nest for moun­
ting it to a wall. With the can's top off, 
Yz x 1 inch welded wire is wired inside to the 
bottom and front sides of the nest (cut 
holes in wire for entrance hole and dowel). 
This provides a rough climbing surface for 
the adults and young. Fill the nest about 14 
full of nest material. The nesting material I 
have found most suitable for lories is a 
steam-treated wood bark mulching com­
pound (one good brand is "Perma-Gro"). 
This heat treatment kills the bacteria and 
fungi that may be in any medium. Finally, 
attach the top of the can back on with wire 
and hang the nest horizontally at about a 
45 degree angle, with the bottom end being 
lower than the top. This obligates the 
parent birds to walk to the eggs at the lower 
end and prevents breakage. 

It is reported that lories are bad about 
killing their young in the nest and therefore 



the young should be removed shortly after 
hatching. I, fortunately, have not found 
this to be true in my collection. On the con­
trary, I have found the Jori es to be very 
devoted, protective and excellent parents 
to their young and leave the young with 
them until I'm sure they are feeding on 
their own. 

Lories are basically social birds and 
usually travel in flocks. This probably ac­
counts for the fact that successful mixed 
colony breeding may be achieved with 
lories, as with many other psittacines, pro­
vided several criteria are met. These are: 
(1) Provide the lories with a large flight 
area. (2) Have many birds together so that 
aggressive parents will not single out any 
one individual to attack, since their atten­
tion will be diverted by others. (3) Have 
ample food supply. (4) Have an excess of 
nest boxes for them to choose from (all 
identical, if possible). However, if space 
and resources permit, you will probably 
have much more successful breeding 
results if you separate your lories into pairs 
in their own separate cages. If breeding is 
not your goal, a mixed collection of lories 
in a single large cage is one of the most 
spectacularly beautiful sights one can ever 
produce. 

Pair bonds are certainly formed in lories 
and are very strong, but death of one part­
ner, or separation of the pair, certainly 
does not hinder their taking another mate 
and breeding in short order. 

The lories present a very strange genetic 
trait in the animal kingdom in that dif­
ferent species of lories can, and frequently 
do, innerbreed and produce fertile, rather 
than sterile, hybrids. Once good pure lines 
of the various species are well established 
in this country, the door to beautiful and 
interesting hybridization of these magnifi­
cent birds is "wide open". Due to this 
strange genetic quirk, I feel sure that many 
naturally occurring "similar subspecies" 
are the results of natural crossbreeding 
of different species producing self-prop­
agating lines of these hybrids. 

Other points of avicultural interest con­
cerning lories are that, on the whole, all of 
them, rainbow Jory size and up seem to be 
very "cold hardy" and can stand freezing 
weather very well as long as their water and 
nectar are kept thawed and they are given 
non-heat-conductive perches (wood, etc.). 
These birds are also easier medicated dur­
ing illness than seed eaters due to the fact 
that most medications can readily be 
dissolved in their nectar mix, which 
they will nearly always consume, even if 
quite ill. 

In summary, the magnificent lories, 
although involving a bit of extra care, are 
among the most rewarding birds in all 
aviculture with which to work• 

····-·· 
THE OLD AND THE NEW FROM 

YOUR CUSTOMERS ASK FOR 

FOR BIRD PROBLEMS ON FACE-BODY-LEGS 
SCALY-FACE, SCALY-LEG, SCALY-LEG MITES 
USE RICH HEALTH® SCALEX ® TOPICAL AND 

RICH HEALTH® SCALEX® BIRD-CAGE DEFENDER'" 
TO PROTECT CAGED BIRDS FROM MITES & LICE 

IT SELLS BECAUSE IT WORKS! 
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