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NOTICE
Ohio State University needs noisy
finches and small parrots for conti­
nuing studies on bird vocaliza­
tions. They are interested in culls
or birds not suitable for sale or
show. Their funds are limited and
they would appreciate any dona­
tions or inexpensive birds you
might want to get rid. Please con­
tact:

NOTICE
State of California

Department of Food and Agriculture
Veterinary Laboratory Services
has moved to a new address.

Opening September 22, 1981 at:
105 W. Central Ave. (P.O. Box 5579)

San Bernardino, CA 92412
(714) 383-4287

hesitate to discuss formulations with
him. Insist upon fresh seed in sealed
bags. Do not buy more seed than your
bird will consume in a month's time.
The seed should have a highly shiny
shell, and should not have any webby
material in it which causes seeds to stick
together in clumps. Storage is important
too. Keep the seed in a sealed container
in the refrigerator to prevent moth and
beatle infestation. A covered coffee can
or Tupperware type of container is suffi­
cient. Do not freeze seed, because it can
destroy some of the essential vitamins
and nutrients necessary for the health of
your birds.•

Announcement of new
Ornithological Service

NON-INVASIVE SEXING OF
PSIrrACINE TYPE BIRDS

BY FECAL STEROID HORMONE
RADlOIMMUNE ASSA Y

CENTER FOR REPRODUCTIVE
STUDIES is a San Diego based reference
laboratory offering this unique service.
Prior to this time, this alternative to
surgical sexing was offered only by the
research divisions of the London and San
Diego Zoos as a courtesy to other zoos.
Now, for the first time, this service is
available commercially to veterinarians,
bird breeders and individual bird
owners.
Further information on methodology and docu­
mentation, pricing and discounts zs avadable on re­
quest to CRS. Michael M. Multer, Ph. D., Director
WestChem Buzlding 7079 Mzssion Gorge Road
San Diego, Calzfornia 92120 (714) 287-2993

Q. How can I determine the quality of
the seed I buy for my bird?

A. There are many excellent sources of
seed for all species of birds across the
country. The critical thing to evaluate is
the quality and freshness of the product.
There is a great deal of literature about
formulations of seed for most species of
birds. Seed suppliers are very aware of
this data, and do their utmost to comply
with the needs of the consumer. Get to
know your pet shop owner, and don't

by Kendal P. Svedeen, D.V.M.
Mission Viejo, California

Q. I have heard a wide variety of ways to
clip birds' wings, and would like to know
what the "Bird Doctor" thinks is the
best method.

A. It depends upon what you are trying
to accomplish. For a new bird, the pur­
pose of trimming the wings is to simplify
the training process. Many pet shop pro­
prietors clip one wing and not the other.
I do not believe in this method because I
have repaired too many injuries caused
by it. The bird will take off, thinking it is
going in one direction, but it goes in a
different one, frequently resulting in a
"crash-landing" that could inflict a
variety of injuries. The wings should be
trimmed equally on both sides. In order
to maintain the most natural appearance
in the perched position, I prefer to leave
the first two primaries intact, and clip
the next ten or twelve feathers about 1/4
to 1/2 inch shorter than the secondary
"coverlet" feathers. It is a little more
time consuming than the common
"chop" job, but it will payoff in the
long run, because your birds will look
better, and be much less apt to injure
themselves during the training process.
In most species this method will limit
their flight capabilities to level flight.
The exceptions are cockatiels, conures,
and cockatoos, which can fly quite well
with this kind of trim, but they will only
be able to fly short distances. Trim four
or five additional feathers in these
species to limit their activities to level
flight. Another method subscribed to by
professional bird trainers is to pull the
first five or six primary flight feathers.
During the training process, the first
thing the bird is taught is to fly to the
owner on command. Within six to eight
weeks the feathers are replaced, and the
bird happily flies to its owner on com­
mand.
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THE A VICULTURAL
SOCIETY

(founded 1894)
has an international membership,
who receive and contribute to
'The A vicultural Magazine', the
oldest and most revered journal
devoted to the study of wild birds
in captivity.
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THE EXACT PRESCRIPTION FOR A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER, CONTENTED BIRD.

RAI NBOW MEA LWO RMS contain 12 of the 16 elements that are found in
living tissue and rich in vitamins A and B. Natural vitamin A is essential to
your birds nutrition and growth. Vitamin B is required to maintain the
nervous system.
RAINBOW MEALWORMS are a living food, clean and odorless. They
should be kept under refrigeration at 400 to 480 (but not necessary). At
this temperature they become dormant and maintain perfect condition for
several months.
RAINBOW MEALWORMS are graded in four sizes for your conveniences:
SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE, and MIXED. Each and every worm is fresh
and lively. No need for sorting or sifting. We guarantee 10% or more over­
cou nt per measure.

PROMPT SHIPMENT ALL YEAR AROUND.
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE ARE ENCLOSED WITH FIRST ORDER.

MEALWORM BULK WHOLESALE PRICES
COUNT 1,000 $3.25 5,000 12.00
50. . $4.32 2,000 6.25 10,000 23.00
100. . 6.60 3,000 8.00 20,000 41.00
500 20.28 . ~ 40,000 . . .. 70.00

~ \ / California Residents
THE BEST FOR LESS. add 6% Sales Tax.

Mea(IW;~~)' ~;~~~i;~~',m' ~~P.\ NB0,.,~ 1;;~. ~~~U~~~T.
~MEALWORMS ~ COMPTON, CA. 90220

ENVIRONMENTAL
ENCLOSURES

TttE FREEDOM OF FUGttT
manufacturer of

Sur-Lock®
ANIMAL PRODUCTS

TttE SECURITY OF STEEL

Quality Welded Wire for Sl11all Birds ... Heavy C~aiQ LiQk for Large Birds

BUILT TO LAST _ • PORTABLE • REAOY TO ASSEMBLE
• EXPANDABLE • INDOOR or OUTDOOR

ENVIRONMENTAL ENCLOSURES feature quality materials and work­
manship that guarantees customer satisfaction. Nationwide shipping.

We make it our business to know .... We offer you the finest line of
aviaries. Our products are especially designed with your needs in mind.
The maximum in security and comfort.

SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE:

(213) 965-4702

ENVIRONMENTAL ENCLOSURES, INC.
DBA Sur-Lock Animal Products

621 Brea Canyon Rd., Walnut, Ca. 91789
(714) 595-7559
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