
Sheldon Dingle
P.O. Box 340

Norco. CA 91760

by Sheldon Dingle

/¥!W1n
!YIt{J

gdiWt~ 9J)edk

All correspondence
Intended for the editor

of [he Watchblrd
should be mailed directly

10 his address.

NOTICE

Kevin & Janice Kerr

j{~
1"~1 Goldenrt ,- Crest

~{~ f Wholesalers

We specialize in beautiful hand-fed
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Make money with our birds.
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Sexed Pairs
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(503)327-2261

Dear Editor:
Everywhere today in aviculture you

hear people talking about exotic birds
becoming endangered due to man's en
croachment into their native habitats.
This is a problem and we aviculturists
should be concerned. But why are we
concerned with only the foreign birds?
What about our own native American
birds? Why aren't we doing something
to protect their future in this country'
Already the blue bird population is con
siderably smaller than it was and the
many beautiful buntings are decreasing
in numbers also. What are we waiting
for?

Are we all just sitting back waiting to
say of another bird, "Well, we did have
it but it has gone to be with the Carolina
parakeet. What happened?" If so, I
think it is time for the A.F.A., the
strongest avicultural group in the nation,
to starr doing something about it before
it is too late.

Some years ago a program was in
itiated in England that allowed any
aviculturist who chose to do so to keep
two pairs of each species of native birds.
The babies had to be closed banded to
distinguish them from the wild caught
birds. Many of the captive raised birds
are released into the wild and, of course,
it is illegal to buy or sell them. This
system allows the truly dedicated
aviculturist to engage in an altruistic ac
tivity that benefits the native birds.

Why couldn't the A.F.A. Conserva
tion Committee study this idea and
make some recommendations to the
federal government? I recently visited
Missouri and in two weeks didn't see one
bluebird. They used to be so plentiful
there. Wake up, people! I'd hate to hear
someone say, "There used to be a
beautiful red bird in this area but now I
don't see it anymore. Where has the
Virginia cardinal gone?" Remember, ex
tinction is forever.

John Agrella
Lakeside, California

My dear fellow, having grown up in
England you probably don't realize how
callously the Americans have traditional
ly treated all native Amen'can species.
After all, those cowboy and Indian
games were not for fun-they were for
keeps. If the Amen'cans could endorse a
policy that nearly exterminated the
native Amen'can humans, how much
hope do you hold for the birds?

I like your ideas and your deep con
cern for our native birds and endorse
wholeheartedly your thought that the
A.FA. Conservation Committee address
the problems. I should like to see Frank
Todd (or another equally radical and
knowledgeable person-1f there is one)
chair the Conservation Committee. That
wouldguarantee some action for sure. A
strong, active Conservation Committee
could be one of the A.FA. 's most im
portant contn'butions to the world.

Gentlemen,

I just received a year's subscription to
your splendid and most colorful A.F.A.
magazine by an anonymous individual.
Please print my gratitude and sincere
thanks to this anonymous person in your
next Issue.

Cordially yours, Calvin D. Wilson
Salt Lake City, Utah

Thanks, anonymous person. And 1fyou
send ten thousand more anonymous
memberships in the A.FA., we won't'
complain.

As we are all surely aware, there is a
very serious epidemic in this country.
The highly infected areas seem to be
Southern California and Texas. How
ever, this disease isn't confined to one or
two states for long. Overnight it can be
transmitted to Maine or Washington.
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Finches
Cockatiels
Lovebirds
Parrots
Quails
Doves

WE BUY, SELL, TRADE

WHOLESALE

RETAIL

100 PLUS AVIARIES
AT THIS LOCATION

714/792-5735
10797 New Jersey Street

Redlands, CA. 92373

COST OF THE TEST
$18.00. SEND $1.50
FOR MAILERAND THE
TRANSPORT MEDIUM TO
PRESERVE SAMPLE TO:

"AVIAN DIAGNOSTICS"
Po. BOX 8609, LONG BEACH,
CALIFORNIA 90808 (213) 420-1209

Buckles in brass ...
your bird lasts a lifetime.

• Budgie • Finch
• Cockatoo • Macaw • Pheasant

Superb belt buckles, artistically handcrafted in solid brass
exclusively designed to reflect the beauty of your birds.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime.

Send $15.00 +$2.00 postage and handling to
T. & M. Mulroney,

4689 Winnebago Avenue, San Diego, California, 92117

Please allow 4 weeks delivery.
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PET OWNER. PROTECT YOUR
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Ed.

would not be allowed to keep the car.
Why should illegal birds not be treated
in the same manner? Illegal birds are
stolen birds.

Your point is well taken, Tom, but in
your example there are a few difficulties,
First, how can the government prove the
three baby birds were smuggled? Cars
are registered-birds are not. A govern
ment agency could have some liability if
they confiscated birds without some
proof that they were tllegally imported.
Even though Customs might "know"
the birds are smuggled, it would have to
prove it to a judge to get a conviction,
Even crooks are presumed innocent unttl
they are proven gutlty.

Anda follow up on the sold birds was
probably impossible, Most birds are sold
over the counter for cash and no follow
up is pomble, The government men pro
bably didall they coulddo under the cir
cumstances. For the government to gain
better control on bird traffic, it would be
necessary to devise a system ofregistering
and marking all legal exotic birds-and
the ramifications of that sort of system
are not really clear. Most birdpeople are
against that kind ofcontrol.

At present, I think that government
agents just about have to catch smugglers
red-handedcrossing the border with con
traband birds to make a case stick. Of
course, all honest people should con
tinue to report such cases as the one you
described. Eventually a statistical record
may pile up enough circumstantial evi
dence to warrant an in-depth survetl
lance or other investigation ofthe poten
tially gutlty person.

The smuggling problems you point
out are very serious, indeed, but as long
as there are crooks and greedy people
wtlling to make a quick buck there is no
simple solution-or is there? How many
smugglers do you suppose could swim
the river with a broken arm?

Dear Editor,

My wife and I are new to aviculture
and have heard again and again, "You
must buy from private breeders; you'll
get happier and healthier birds." We
also were told to buy from advertisers in
the various bird journals-these adver
tisers were all legitimate, honest people.

Well, let me share a recent experience
we had with an advertised private

Regards, Tom Squyres
Ft. Worth, Texas

Unfortunately, there isn't just one
"Mary Mallon" involved, as was the case
in New York in 1938. With hundreds of
thousands spreading this disease, how
can it be stopped or at least controlled?

This epidemic, of course, is illegal
birds. Most are smuggled over the
Mighty Rio Grande or through Southern
California. These smugglers are not all il
legal aliens trying to subsidize their in
come. Many are doctors, lawyers and
candlestick makers.

Smuggling or buying known smug
gled birds is a crime. What will deter one
from committing this crime? I believe
the answer to be severe punishment and
public awareness, Why should one not
break the law if they know there is no
punishment? Granted, some steps have
been taken, but they are too small and
too slow, If action isn't taken soon, there
may be no birds.

The American Federation of Avicul
ture has been very active and vocal on
many issues involving our birds, A great
job was done dealing with the U,S.D.A.
Task Force. The A,EA. 's voice was heard
on the importation ruling of birds. All
are jobs well done, Now let's let our
voice be heard on the illegal bird issue. If
the roar is loud enough, maybe USDA
and Customs will listen.

To make a point of how some smug
gled birds are handled, this recently hap
pened here in the Metro Plex area. A
local bird "jockey" had 12 to 15 baby
Double Yellow Heads, all in the down or
pin feather stage. One does not have to
be a], Edgar Hoover to know where they
came from. USDA in Washington was
called and a report of suspected illegal
birds made.

USDA did act, they sent a vet, a
customs agent and a member ofUSDI to
check. They only found three baby birds
left at the location. The three were
swabbed and found to be free ofVVND.
Well, that's great, a job well done to
that point. The other 9 to 12 birds were
already sold, and no follow up was
made. The "bird jockey" stated all the
baby birds were bought at a border town
flea market. This bird "buyer" in ques
tion has been buying and selling birds
for 20 years. No way can I believe that he
thought these to be legal birds.

In any case, USDA did not check or
swab all the birds reported. They also did
not confiscate any of the birds. With this
type of action by our government, how
are illegal birds going to be controlled? If
one can buy smuggled birds with no fear
of jail or, at least, confiscation, many
will.

If I was stupid enough to buy a stolen
car, I may not go to jail but I surely

ALL BIRDS ARE RAISED
IN CALIFORNIA

THE BIRO'S NEST
5 Patten Road, Bedford, N.H. 03102

(603) 623·6541

Kellogg's Bird Products
Wild Bird Supplies

Cage & Aviary Seed
Nutritional Aids

SEND FOR PRICE LIST

Magnolia
Bira
Farm~:-'

We Buy Birds
We ShlP Birds

COMPLETE 81 RD SUPPLIES

(714) 527-3387
Open 9 to 6 Closed Sun .. Mon., Holidays

8990 Cerritos Ave.
Anaheim, Ca. 92804

Owner, Symeon Woo

5676 Francis Ave., Chino, CA 91710

(714) 627-9887

ASTAR BIRD FARM
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Cyclonic
Up Ie 6.360 eggs

Carlson's Spray Millet
comes in Regular
and Premium Lengths.

Regular Premium
8" to 10" 10" and
Sprays Longer Sprays

$15.00 $18.00

$24.00 $30.00

$4600 $55.00

5

20

10

See the Marsh Dealer in your area or
write for our FREE CATALOG today.

2

4

Cartons Ibs.

Postage is paid in Continental USA.
Inquire for quantity prices.

-INCUBATORS
with fully automatic
turners, temperature and
humidity control.

-FEEDERS & FOUNTAINS
-BROODERS
-CAGES
-HOWTO BOOKS &

MORE. ..

MARSH FARMS
7171-K Patterson Drive, Garden Grove, CA 92641

(714) 891-4412

RT2, BOX 535
PLAINFIELD, WI 54966
(715)335'4564

Turn·X
up to 48 eggs

RolI·X
up to 209 eggs

ENJOY RAISING YOUR FAVORITE BIRDS YEAR
'ROUND with the Marsh Full Line of Quality
Products for Raising Birds.

Three Facts
You Want to Know About

Carlson

t!
More people buy Spray Spray
Millet from Carlson's _II
!han from any grower MI et
In the country.

People like our freshness~ Carlson's Millet is
and quality They expect Pesticide Free!
each hand-picked ~i1let Unlike Imported
spray from Carlson s to be .. millets which are
as clean and nutrrtlous as th hi f t d th
nature Intended oroug y umlgd e WI

chemical pesticides,
Carlson's is pesticide free
and com pletely safe for ...-~
even the smallest, most
delicate birds.

breeder. On our way to Puerto Rico we
stopped off in Florida to see some muta
tion peach-faced lovebirds we had seen
advertised. We flew and drove hours out
of our way to visit these two fellows who
raise nothing but lovebirds. They told us
that their birds were the best-all
banded and complete with an extensive
genetic history. In a word, birds of fine
pedigree.

As we were out-bound we bought
nothing at the moment but when we ar
rived back home we phoned and ordered
two blue peach-faced lovebirds and two
split-to-blue. We arranged for a friend to
pick them up on his way by the breeder's
location. When we called the breeder to
explain the pick-up procedure he said he
had already put our selected birds
aside-there would be no problem.

Our friend picked up the birds on
schedule and arrived at our place with
our choice, home-bred stock. We
opened the shipping box and our hearts
sank as one of the blue birds wobbled
out aimlessly and tried to perch with his
single toe. Two of the four birds were not
banded. We had asked and paid for
breeders bur two of the birds had black
beaks and were obviously infants.

When we called to complain, we were
told that at the pick-up day it was rain
ing and the breeder didn't notice the
defective foot. He also overlooked the
lack of bands. While we had him on the
phone he mentioned that the "split"
birds might not be split-he wasn't sure.
He was hassled and under pressure.
Finally, under our pressure, he irritatedly
said he would refund the price of the
defective bird which he eventually did.

But we have some birds we did not
really want. Of course, we'll keep and
love them but we did not get what we
wanted and we had difficult and un
happy negotiations to boot.

We bought four lovebirds at a local
pet store, on the other hand, and have
been rewarded with two happy, healthy
clutches of babies.

Now who says, "Buy from breeders
and get the best birds"? These two
Florida lovebird specialists were, at best,
careless, and probably slightly unethical.
It will be a long time before we take
advertising at face value again and I feel
better for having said it.

Ronald 1. Moloff
Scarsdale, New York

First off, let me state Dingle's Law of
Commerce: "All old-timers were
skinned when they were greenhorns and
must do a little skinning just to get their
books back in balance. "
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American Federation of Aviculture

8th Annual Convention

1982
t

TW

August 4th thru 8th

~ ~.
OShington,~.

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO SEE
The Capitol or Supreme Court
The White House
The Smithsonian's National Gallery of

Art or Air & Space Museum
The National Zoo
The Kennedy Center
The Memorials and Monuments:

Lincoln, Jefferson, Washington
The National Aquarium (Baltimore)
Mount Vernon

AND AT THE SAME TIME ENJOY AN
AFA CONVENTION FEATURING SUCH
SPEAKERS AS:
(partial listing)-

AA,J, Stoodley-Pionus
Didi Graham-Pheasants
Eric Peake-Budgerigars
Risa Teitler-Bird Psychology
Arthur Freud-Bird Identification
Richard Baer-Aviary Construction
Ray Jerome-Lories
Herschel Frey-Finches
William Peratino-Eclectus
Dr, 's Carpenter & Erickson-

Reintroducing Species into the Wild
Dr, Randolph Perry-Condors
Guy Grenwell-Rothschild's Mynahs

NOW IS YOUR CHANCE TO DO BOTH!!!
AFA IN THE NATION'S CAPITOL
JOIN US AUGUST 4th THRU 8th, 1982
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With that in mind it makes no dzf
ference zf you walk into a pet store, a
breeder's back yard, or respond to an
advertisement. Consider all categories
the same. The novice or greenhorn does
have a few options, though.

The best method is to examine the
bird personally and carefully and zfyou
Izke it andthe price, pay for it and take it
home.

Next best is to buy from a seller that is
highly recommended by your trusted
fn'end who has had good expen'ences
with him.

Third, I suppose, is to buy from a
seller who has a generally good reputa
tion even though you can't find a
specific sponsor for him.

'And last is to send money to someone
you don't know and hope for the bird
you want.

Now, for you loyal readers who have
struggled through this treatise on
economics I have a valuable tip. Try to
buy from some geezer 80 years old or
more. If his books are not balanced by
now he is obviously too dumb to skin
you and you wzll make a good deal.

'- ". _Ed.

?

Dear Sheldon:

I am sure (at least I hope) that I am
not the only one to write you on this sub
ject, so you can add this letter to the pile
of complaints.

I could not believe my eyes when I
opened the last issue of The Watchbird
to the article "Birdman With Soul" by
Dr. Richard D. Tkachuck (vol. VIII
(4):7-9) and found two of the five pain
tings by James McClelland, incorrectly
identified (and not just switched dtles as
printers are prone to do).

The Black and White Warbler (p. 8) is
obviously a Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes
gramineus) masquerading under an
assumed name. The Mourning Dove (p.
8) depicted is certainly not our native
North American species (Zenaida
macroura). It could be claimed that it
represents the African Mourning Dove
(Streptopelia decipiens) but the painting
shows the bird with a dark eye (not
yellow /orange as in S. decipiens) and a
long pointed tail (as in Z. macroura).

The quality of The Watchbird has so
improved over the years, since its meager
beginnings, that it has to be now rated as
one of the top aviculture periodicals.
However, you need to find someone will
ing to take the time to check copy for
scientific authenticity and accuracy. As it
is now, you are competing with the Los
Angeles Times for the Most incorrectly

labeled illustrations and photographs,
and in the use of scientific names.

Sincerely yours, James R. Northern
Senior Museum Scientist

Bird and Mammal Collection

My dear Mr. Northern, just because
you are a senior scientist you don't have
to get grouchy. Have you never heard of
artistic license? Maybe the real bird did
not conform to the artist's sense ofcolor
or form. Maybe the artist doesn't speak
Latin. Maybe the birds were mongrels
and don't have a formal famzly name,
There could be a thousand reasons why
the caption names seem a little off. Not
to worry.

Now that I've got my grouching out of
the way, I'll explain what really hap
pened. The maten'al came to me without
captions. Then, before I could catch
him, Dr. Tkachuck flew off to a mad
scientist's convention in Transylvania or
some other European center (most of
these fellows don't need planes to fly)
and the caption problem was left in my
lap. I tried to get in touch with the artist
himselfbut you know how artists are. He
was off on some mountain top ponder
ing the beauties of nature so, again, I
was stuck with the problem.

Regarding the sparrow, I looked in
one ofmy books andfound a black and
white bird. All n'ght, so he warbles.
What do I know about vespers? And the
dove is obviously a dove. How should I
know if he is from Africa or the U. S. ?
With birds it's not so easy to tell.

I, S.L. Dingle, your humble servant,
freely accept the responsibzlity for these
errors but you may recall that in the last
issue ofthe Watchbird my burning bush
was thoroughly doused and I'm s-truggl
ing under a sen'ous handicap. And
(although my wife loves it) it is no easy
thing sitting here in a pzle ofwet ashes.

Now, however, I want all you good
readers to know that my scientific name
problems are at an end. James R.
Northern, a senior, ifgrouchy, museum
scientist has most graciously lifted the
burden from my back. He has agreed to
serve the Watchbird in an advisory
capacity regarding the use of scientific
names. Ifany ofyou detect an error, be it
ever so slight, in the use of scientific
names, please address a very grouchy let
ter to the A.F.A. home office in care of
James R. Northern.

And, James, my good fn'end, please
don't take offense. I and all of our
readers greatly appreciate your dzlz'gent
efforts to keep me honest and to keep
the Watchbird accurate. It's just that
under the recent hammering I've taken I
am a little grouchy myself.


