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The month of January ends the show
season, and preparation for the next
breeding season is the next major pro-
ject. Assuming you have acquired your
breeding canaries, the remaining time
until breeding season is to be enjoyed
with not much to do. Giving your
canaries ample room to fly and a good
diet are the priorities to be observed.

In my last article, I wrote about my
way of providing the basic diet needed
during the time of rest. The same diet
should continue until breeding season. I
also mentioned small flights (48" x 23"’
x 23""). This size will suffice in giving
canaries enough space to exercise. If
room and budget will permit, a larger
flight such as one 8’ long, 4’ wide, and
8’ high would be the largest you might
consider. Keeping canaries in large
flights offers less work. A greater number
can be serviced at one time, and there is
more room for them to exercise their
wings.

On the other hand, canaries kept in
large flights have the tendency to
become obese. The opportunity for more
exercise gives them a larger appetite, and
competition adds to the problem.
Canaries are very aggressive and com-
petitive. They will compete for food: the
greater the number, the greater the com-
petition. In a large flight, canaries
become more aggressive. They fight and
damage their feathers. Also, large flights
offer a great opportunity for spreading
infectious diseases among greater
numbers of birds.

SMALL FLIGHTS
The smaller flights (48" x 23" x 23"")

The author's wife, Stella,
is shown stitching the cage
together with rings |

using ring phiers.”

by Toni Bucci,
San Pedro, California

Practical Suggestions For Beginners

are easier to construct because they don’t
require frame-work. Also, they are more
readily available already made. I used to
be a proponent of larger flights, but my
attitude has changed and I now favor
smaller flights.

Small flights will lessen all the disad-
vantages of the large flights except in the
area of time for maintenance. Using
small flights, I can now house more
canaries in the same room. Recently, I
have constructed several small flights. I
would like to share this experience with
you and provide you with some guide
lines on how to build them.

GALVANIZED WELDED FABRIC

Galvanized welded fabric is the
material used to make small flights. A
four foot wide and 100 feet long roll is
available from several outlets advertised
in Watchbird. One inch by half inch (1 x
Y2) is the most convenient and practical
mesh to house canaries and finches.

SPECIAL PLIERS
Flush-ground cutting pliers (Figure 1)
are necessary to cut wire. The pliers are
flush ground on one side to cut wires
smoothly, a necessity to eliminate the
sharp wire ends.

CLIP PLIERS, OR RING PLIERS
To fasten the wire fabric cages
together, clip or ring pliers are necessary
to apply clips or ring fasteners. I have
used both. The rings are more conven-
ient because they are easily removed in
case of a mistake. The rings and ring-
pliers are available from the same place

where you purchase your wire fabric.
To construct the small flight, you




Photos by Toni Bucci

Figure 1 - starting from the top: a) Yellow
handle ring pliers, and ring b) Clip pliers and
clip ¢) Flush-ground cutting pliers
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Figure 3 - Hamster drinker, hygenic and
convenient.

simply begin by cutting the panels to
proper size. I have chosen a size that will
give the least amount of waste. Galvaniz-
ed welded wire is expensive, and careful
planning will give you maximum econo-
my. If you follow my plan carefully, you
will save time and have less waste.

You begin by unrolling the 4 feet
wide roll long enough to cut the panels.
To make one flight, you need five 48 x
23 inch panels. The 4 foot length (48
inches) is the width of the wire roll. All
you need to do is cut 23 inches from the
end of the roll for each panel. Each con-
secutive panel will have a half inch of
waste which must be trimmed to make
the edge smooth. After the panel is
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YOUR CUSTOMERS ASK FOR
ARLIS®

> SCALEX

FOR BIRD PROBLEMS ON FACE-BODY-LEGS
SCALY-FACE, SCALY-LEG, SCALY-LEG MITES

USE RICH HEALTH® SCALEX® TOPICAL AND
RICH HEALTH® SCALEX® BIRD-CAGE DEFENDER"
TO PROTECT CAGED BIRDS FROM MITES & LICE

IT SELLS BECAUSE !T WORKS!

“THE NEW”

SCALEX"
BIRD-CAGE DEFENDER ™

Protects caged birds from mites
and lice for months.

Also helps deodorize the cage.
This beautiful container with a
flower design hangs on the cage
and adds to the decor.

BIRD-CAGE DEFENDER - ¥ oz

Available at all better Pet Supply wholesalers
For additional information. write:
James E. Rich. DVM
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PROTECTS CAGED BIRDS
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3 SPECIALIZED AND IMPORTED
[ 4 BIRD BOOKS
WE ARE THE NATION'S LARGEST SUP-
PLIER OF BIRD BOOKS. WE OFFER 350
TITLES COVERING ALL ASPECTS OF AVI-
CULTURE AND ORNITHOLOGY. MORE
THAN 100 TITLES ON CAGE BIRDS.
Please send $1.00 (refundable)
for our latest catalog.
AVIAN PUBLICATIONS

310 Maria Drive, Dept. WB
Wausau, WI 54401
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MIXED COLLECTION
X Cockatiels—Parakeets
Lovebirds
BUY and SELL
WE SHIP
Hank and Emmy Bollen

(714)735-1727
3672 Center Ave. Norco, CA 91760

THE
AVICULTURAL
SOCIETY
OF QUEENSLAND

Welcomes New Members

An AUSTRALIAN Society catering for all birds
both in captivity and in the wild. We put out a bi-
monthly magazine on all aspects of aviculture and
conservation. Also details of the coming 2nd Na-
tional Avicultural Convention to be held in
Brisbane, Queensland, 29th April to 2nd May,
1983. Anyone interested in membership please
contact RAY GARWOOD, 19 Fahey's Road,
ALBANY CREEK, 4035, Qld., AUSTRALIA.
Annual Subscription $14 Aust. currency surface
mail and $20 Aust. currency airmail.

5165 ROUTE 43
KENT, OHIO 44240

Vicky and Kent
Kibler

— WE SHIP —

LARGE SELECTION OF
IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC BIRDS

216/678-0488

Telephone inquiries only,
No correspondence
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Figure 2 - completed cage - Drawn by ]. Casto and C. Lever, students at Harbor Occupational

Center, Los Angeles City School District.

trimmed, it must remain 23 inches wide.
The panels will remain slightly concave
and will require some straightening by
placing them on the floor and stepping
on them. After you have cut the final
panels and have stepped on them, cut
one panel into two to make the ends of
the flight. The two end panels must be
23 x 23 inches, and this is the place
where we waste two inches of wire.
Once the panels are cut, you simply
stitch the cage with the rings or clips us-
ing the proper pliers. Space the rings 3 to
4 inches apart. Try to place the front and

Sturdy but light weight cages can be hung by two nails.

back panels to curve inward. This inward
curvature will give tension to keep the
perches in place.

After you have stitched the cage on all
the edges, you can now cut the door. The
door opening is 12 x 8 inches and is
placed in the center of the cage with a
larger space left above it. (Figure 2)

The door flap is made slightly larger
than the opening and is hinged on the
top. The hinge is simply four rings at the
top of the door flap. To keep the door
closed, use a clothes pin.

This type of cage does not have a
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Silver brown satinett
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Red-orange-ivory Isabel satinett. Both birds were raised in the author’s aviaries.

metal pan on the bottom. You simply
place folded newspaper through the door
and then unfold it. The door is large
enough to accomplish folding and un-
folding of the newspaper. The news-
paper is 23 inches wide so it fits exactly
on the bottom of the cage.

Make perches 24 inches long with a
half inch slot on each end. Dowels make
good perches and are available at any
hardware store. Dowels are very smooth
and should be made rough. Use a steak
knife to scrape grooves length-wise. Use
at least two different diameters of dowels
to make perches for each flight. Perches
of different diameters give the birds a
choice of where to rest and a welcome
change to exercise their feet.

Water can be supplied by a variety of
drinkers available on the market. I prefer
the glass bottle with a rubber stopper
and glass spout (hamster drinker). This
type of drinker I consider the most
hygenic and convenient. (See Figure 3)
All you need is a seed dispenser and you
are in business. Don’t throw away those
empty tuna cans; they make good seed
dispensers.

After your initial expense, which is
really an investment, for cutting pliers,
rings, and ring pliers, the cost for each
flight should not exceed $15.00 The cost
is based on 10 linear feet of galvanized
welded fabric.

My next article will cover preparations
for breeding and breeding techniques. o
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VITAMINES ESSENTIELLES
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A high potency multivitamin
diet supplement for all cage
¢ birds. Regular use will ensure
that all essential nutritional
requirements during a bird's
lifespanare fully met. Hagen
Vitamin Supplement Condi-
tioner contains among other
ingredients VITAMIN A to pro-
mote health of plumage and
skin. Also to aid resistance to
disease. VITAMIN Dpromotes
strong bone formation in
young and nesting birds.
VITAMIN D & A promotes
quick moult and restoration
of plumage. VITAMIN B is re-
quired for health and growth
of the nervous systems.
VITAMIN C is vitally required
for resistance to infections
and disease. VITAMIN E for
mating birds and the preven-
tion of infertility IRON to pre-
vent anemia and increase the
synthesis of hemaglobin.

2 HAGEN

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR
LOCAL PET SHOP

DISTRIBUTED BY
ROLF C.HAGEN(USA)CORP
MANSFIELD MA 02048

CANADA
ROLF C.HAGEN INC

MONTREAL QUE H4R 1E8
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