LARGEST WHOLESALER
in the Pittsburgh area

over $250,000 inventory
All types of exotic birds

Domestically raised birds
available upon advanced notice

All birds guaranteed healthy
PA State vet. available at all times
Stock for sale is hand picked
Call or write for prices and availability

WHOLESALE ONLY

(412) 452-4321

or 452-4320
P.0. Box 296, Zelienople, PA 16063

Mon.- Sat.,8a.m.-6p.m.  Sun. by appt.only
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We are now shipping birds from
our Canadian based quarantine
station. Birds shippedon C + F
basis in U.S.A. and Canada. You
order your birds in the Netherlands
and we deliver at the airport of your
choice on your side of the Atlantic.
Now available:
2 - 2 Rosebreasted cockatoos
Yellow turquoisines
Major Mitchel cockatoos
and many more
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First Psittacine Produced
By Artificial Insemination

by

Research Institute for Avian Medicine
Nutrition and Reproduction
Lake Worth, Florida

To everyone else, ‘‘Alpha’’ looks like
any ordinary, slightly bald-headed white
cockatiel, but his hatching may be a
significant step in the advancement of
avicultural practices.

Greg J. Harrison, D.V.M. of the
Research Institute for Avian Medicine,
Nutrition and Reproduction in Lake
Worth, Florida, has produced what is
believed to be the first psittacine bred by
artificial insemination. According to Dr.
George Gee, reproductive physiologist at
the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in
Laurel, Maryland, a fertile egg was pro-
duced in an Eclectus by artificial in-
semination at their facility, but the egg
did not hatch.

Dr. Harrison’s interest in this repro-
ductive method began when he and Dr.
Gee went to Puerto Rico in the spring of
1981 to experiment with this procedure
in the endangered Puerto Rican parrot
and its surrogate species, the
Hispaniolan. Although semen was col-
lected from these species with a tech-
nique Dr. Gee had used on cranes at
Patuxent, the trials were not successful as
the quality and quantity of the sperm
was not satisfactory.

Back in Lake Worth, Dr. Harrison
continued to train tame and imprinted
birds for semen collection. On 10-12-81,
the attempts were successful with a male
budgerigar and the semen was immedi-
ately transferred with a PCV tube to a
female budgie who had been housed
alone. After repeated collections and in-
seminations, the first fertile egg was laid
on 12-5-81, hatched in 17 days in an in-
cubator (Petersime Model 1) at 99°F,
85 °F wet bulb. It was raised to two days
of age by foster parents when it was lost
from the nest.

In the meantime, two cinnamon
cockatiel hens that had been housed
together for three months began laying
eggs. Since initial attempts at semen col-
lection from cockatiels produced no

results, cross-species fertilization with a
budgie was attempted. The eggs con-
tinued to be infertile.

On 2-8-82 and again on 2-12-82 an
albino, slightly bald male cockatiel pro-
duced a sample that from color and
microscopic evaluation appeared to be of
high quality, even though the volume
was only half that of the initial budgie
sample (and only one-tenth that of
subsequent samples from the trained
budgie).

The semen was transferred to one of
the cinnamon hens by inserting the PCV
tube %'’ into the cloaca and depositing
it toward the approximate location of the
vaginal opening, as direct observation
was not possible. The eggs laid by this
female on 2-13-82, 2-15-82 and 2-17-82
were all ferdle. Her eggs after 2-17-82
were all infertile, as were all of the eggs
of the other cinnamon hen.

The first egg was cracked on 2-28-82,
repaired with parafin wax, and hatched
on 3-2-82 in the incubator at 98.75°F,

86°F wet bulb. This albino baby
weighed 3 grams and was named
“‘Alpha.”’

“Alpha’’ was placed with foster

parent budgies for the first six days,
brought into the Propagation Center and
raised from that point by hand-feeding.
The other two eggs hatched on 3-5-82
and 3-7-82, respectively.

In working with other species, only the
pearly conure has produced a semen
sample. Attempts with a2 Queen of
Bavarian conure, Blue and Gold, Green
wing and Scarlet macaw, and Caymen
Island amazon have not yet been suc-
cessful.

As the first baby produced with artifi-
cial insemination was with full strength,
direct deposit of semen, further study is
being planned for possible diluents and
storage conditions. But this is definitely
a first step! o
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BRASS BUCKLES annDISE
WITH AFA LOGO DESIGN

handcrafted in solid brass ~
by “Buckles in Brass”
T & M Mulroney, San Diego

We sell only fat and healthy birds - Guaranteed!!
TWO S'ZE? ,I,WA:L,ABLE All birds can be shipped anywhere in the U.S., and
'ar;%?l’ zppr%’;' 213//4 i 33;“,, g:gsog can be surgically sexed. We operate a U.S.D.A.
S » approx. 1%s N ’ quarantine station.

order more than one and
pay only $14. (Ig), or $11.50 (sm)
Add $2 postage & handling
for each item

Quantity prices are available on Macaws, Cockatoos,
Amazons, Finches and Softbills.
SPECIAL: Umbrella Cockatoos
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American EegerBatio?S%fBAviculture \\\\\\
-U. BoX Parrot Paradise - 21512 Bon Brae
Redondo Beach, CA 90278 . \
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HENDEE ZOOLOGICAL CO.

Importers, breeders, and collectors of birds and zoo animals worldwide

Offering a fine collection of
AUSTRALIAN PARAKEETS, SOFTBILLS, and PARROTS
for breeding and exhibition

Trained birds and animals for Trade Shows, Advertising, and Film Industry

Australian king parrots Green rosellas Yellow-fronted kakariki

Crimson wing parrots Adelaide rosellas Red rumps

Swift's Blue-winged Yellow red rumps

Cloncurry Barrabands Tanagers

Eclectus Rock pebblars Sunbirds *
Blue-bonnets Princess of Wales Hummingbirds

Barnards Pennant rosellas Australian, Asian, & African finches
Port Lincolns Blue rosellas African & Asian starlings & mynahs
Twenty eights Stanley rosellas Toucans

Pileated (Red capped) Golden mantled rosellas Hornbills 7
Yellow rosellas Lories Cranes

Many-colored Lorikeets Shama & Dhyal thrushes

Bourke’s Lovebirds rare softbills

Roseate cockatoos Lovebird color mutations Barbets

Cockatoos Red-fronted kakariki Flamingos

African, Asian, and South American parrots

Craig Hendee

HENDEE ZOOLOGICAL CO. (312) 998-0110 or 724-2578
1944-A Lehigh, Glenview, lllinois 60025

Distributor for SUPER PREEN, and AVICULTURIST’S BLEND FORTIFIED SEED MIXES
Official U.S.D.A. approved quarantine station.
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