
smaller pet shops or to private parties.
Conditions under which the birds are
kept after this are far from closely
regulated, unless a concerned citizen
registers a complaint with their local
Sanitation Dept., or Humane Society.

If a pet bird is sold to an individual,
here is yet another change of environ
ment, hopefully, and usually, a desirable
one. It is the bird's first exposure to af
fection, good nutrition, some degree of
solitude and rest, and a clean and
sanitary environment.

The training process is next. Here is a
bird that despises humans and
everything associated with them, and is
now being wooed or forced to be his or
her friend! Birds are very vain in
dividuals, and at this point in time, after
what they have been through, their
feathers are broken and dull, they are
probably thin and malnourished, nails
and beak overgrown, fearful, defensive,
and confused. They are very unhappy,
and fonunate to be alive.

If you have acquired a new bird for the
first time, the number one thing to do is
to determine which veterinarian in your
area has a special interest in avian
medicine. Call your County or State
Veterinary Medical Association or State
Poultry Pathology Lab for guidance in
this regard. The veterinarian will give
your bird a complete physical examina
tion, trim the nails, wings, and beak
properly, and remove any leg bands. He
or she will also provide you with infor
mative literature and information re
garding proper diet, caging, perching,
vitamin and mineral supplements, and
parasite control. Bird training is a precise
an, so do not hesitate to seek help or the
advice of your veterinarian or experi
enced friends in the training of your
bird. There are a few selected people
who are very talented in the training of
birds in the Southern California area,
but beyond that you will have to seek
local assistance.

"Stress" can be a continuing problem
with pet and caged birds, even after ac
climation to their new environment, and
being trained. This subject will be cov
ered in the future issues of the
"Watchbird."•

Ve~ecorner

"STRESS:" Caged Birds' Worst Enemy

by Kendal P. Svedeen, D.V.M.
Mission Viejo, California

A bird's stressful experiences begin at
birth. Their dependence upon the
parents to provide them with a proper
diet, environment, and protection
against predators and the elements is ab
solute. If anything should happen to the
parents during this formative stage, the
chicks would surely perish. The next
stage is when the chick becomes a fledg
ling, when its feathers stan becoming
"hard-pinned," or mature. It is taught
by its parents to fly, forage for its own
food, including killing of prey in some
species, and in general be self-sufficient.

This is the stage where the bird is
clumsy in flight, usually hungry, and at
least somewhat fearful of its environ
ment. It is also the time when their
human captors arrive on the scene.
Depending upon the country of origin,
the capture of native birds mayor may
not be authorized legally. If it is
authorized, there are nearly always ac
companying regulations specifying
methods of humane capture, however,
these regulations are seldom strictly en
forced. If it is not authorized, many in
humane methods of capture are often
employed, plus the additional trauma of
the smuggling process.

Transponation from the area of cap
ture to holding areas is invariably over
rough terrain, under crowded condi
tions, and with poor food and water sup
ply. Usually, the holding area conditions
are not much better, adding unsanitary
if not filthy environment.

The next stage is the transportation to,
and usually quarantine in the country of
importation. Few countries have as strict
ly regulated and enforced import and
quarantine regulations as the United
States. Every effon is made by the
United States Dept. of Agriculture
(U.S.D.A.) to enforce Federal and State
regulations regarding the importation
and quarantine of birds. Facilities,
quarters, feed, medication, and
veterinary testing are monitored on a
daily basis.

When the birds are released from
quarantine, after a minimum of thirty
days, they are sold either to large pet
shop owners and bird wholesalers, or to
"jobbers," who in turn sell them to

c.L.O. nestling and conditioning
food for budgies. canaries. finches.

CANARY FORTIFIER WITH EGG
BUDGIE FORTIFIER WITH EGG
GREENSTUFF - dried greens
BEFKIN - with insects
UNIVERSAL FOOD - rich in fruits

P.O. Box 6393
Woodland Hills
CA 91365

FEED & SEED CENTER
4549-1 51. Augustine Rd.
Jacksonville. Fla. 32207

Telephone (904) 731-4422

Persons living outside the j
southeast or not near Our dealers
can call or write for more informa
tion. send self-addressed stamped
envelope.

Aluminum
Leg Bands

PROMPT SERVICE. HIGH QUALITY

ORDER 1983 BANDS
Coded Parakeet Closed Bands.

Regular Initial Type Bands, not coded,
in choice of colors, open or closed.

Plastic Family Identification Bands
for keets or canary, choice of colors.
Leg Band Cutters. Bird Claw Scissors.

SEND SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED
ENVELOPE FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST.

RED BIRD
PRODUCTS, INC.

2786 Fruitridge Road
P.O. Box 20004 (Dept. A.F.A.)

Sacramento, CA. 95820

Visitors by
Appointment Onl

Walnut Acres
Aviaries

breeding
Toucans, Toucanettes,

Cockatoos, Macaws,
Eclectus, African greys,
Australian Parakeets,
PaTTots, and Finches

Call or write for price list.
Jerry Jennings
(213)

884-5416
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We
specialize

in all types
of birds.

Call or write for
current prices

(503) 253-4547

11249 S.E. Division
Portland, OR 97266

• Imported birds
• Pet birds
• Surgically sexed

birds
• Hand-fed babies
• Local hatch babies

(wholesale only)

CJ's Exotics

NEW! INTHE U.S.A.!
From West Germany

Famous
NEKTON PRODUCTS

NEKTON VITAMINS for BIRDS
1000/0 water-soluble-Used on
a regular basis by the leading
zoological gardens

NEKTON-S-A superior multivitamin
supplement with needed trace elements
NEKTON-E-I ncreases fertility
NEKTO N-R-Intensifies colors
NEKTON-B1 O-Promotes feather growth
NEKTON-T-for doves and pigeons

Vitamins Especially for Canaries
NEKTON-R-Brings out the REDS
NEKTON-GELB-Brings out the YELLOWS

NEKTON has complete foods for Lorys
-Hanging Parakeets-Humming
Birds and Sun Birds. Just add water!

Inquiries invited if your favorite pet
shop doesn 't have NEKTON yet.

NEKTON USA INC.
1917 Tyrone Blvd.

St. Petersburg, Fla. 33710
1·813·381·5800

••• • •••••••
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Mobtle U. S. D. A. quaran
tine facIlity at San Ysidro,
CA near the U. S. Customs
building at the Mexican
U. S. border.

This isolation area is designed to accom
modate the larger birds.

The larger isolets can house several birds.

Banks of isolet cubicals are individually ven
tilated with filtered air and exhausted to the
outstde.

Small isolets can house two to four birds.
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