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gray over black striped for no other
reason except when roasted in the hull it
appears cleaner due to its reduced hull
pIgment.

A careful review of laboratory seed
analysis will show that there is a minute,
if any difference between the two seeds.
Why then do some aviculturists prefer
using more expensive gray striped seed?
Some bird breeders have told me that
upon culturing (growing bacteria) from
the two different seeds they find a
greater incidence of bacteria from the
black stripe. It has also been stated that
the birds prefer gray striped over black
striped (no real explanation given).
Those who use gray striped assume that
because black striped is less expensive, it
is su bstandard. Those persons who use
black striped say that they prefer it
because it's cheaper.

When considering seed for cleanliness
there are many factors to be taken into
account-type of irrigation, type of
storage, and freshness of the product.
For those aviculturists who have ex­
perienced high bacterial growth, it has
nothing to do with the type of seed
itself. But without question, storage is
the single most important factor. Older
seeds stored for a longer period of time
have a greater chance of exposure to ro­
dent and bird excrement, as well as to
molds. The fresher the seed; the less the
risk.

Irrigation can play an important role
in cleanliness. This facror, often
overlooked, needs more consideration.
Agricultural crops grown in California
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By Ron Brown
Fullerton, California

The
Sunflower
Question
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A common controversy among
aviculturists continues to circulate over
the use of the gray versus black stripe
sunflower seed.

When sunflower began to be used in
agriculture, there was roughl y one type
of seed available, the common black
stripe. As the demand for this seed in­
creased to satisfy the needs of the confec­
tionary industry (human food sales),
agricultural feed products, and for
sunflower oil production, industry
agronomists sought to develop a higher
yielding plant. From the ensuing genetic
expeflmentation, numerous advances
were made. From this came disease resis­
tant strains of su nflower, seeds that pro­
duced a higher percentage of oil and,
yes, even the gray striped seed. You may
note on your next purchase of black
striped seed that the bag will be laced
with gray striped seed. This is because in
any black striped sunflower head there
are a few gray striped seeds. It was from
these gray striped seeds that the gray
striped variety of sunflower was
developed.

History is vague as to the exact origin
of the gray striped seed. Whether
California or some other locale was its
home of inception is unknown to me. It
is clear, though, that today California is
the primary grower of gray striped seed
and I feel there are simple explanations
for this.

1. There is a high concentration of
confectionary companies on the west
coast.

2. This confectionary industry prefers
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BUY' SELL' TRADE
BIRDS

BIRD SUPPLIES
AND EQUIPMENT

SEED,FEED

18247 East Valley Blvd.
(at Yorbita Rd.)

La Puente, CA. 91744

213/964 - 8473

Halfmoons
Cockatiels
Lovebirds
Parrakeets

White Headed Nuns
Green Singers

Golden Breasted Waxbills
Cordon Bleu

AND MANY OTHER TYPES
OF FINCHES
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vtinct Birds For Sale

by Paul Greenheck 300 sin top quality full color prints,
lowest number assigned upon receipt of your order.

$55 includes postage and handling

American Federation of Auiculture, P.O. Box 1568, Redondo Beach, CA 90278

See Walchbird. June/July '82.
pg.8 for full color reproductionCarolina Parakeets

DISCOUNT BIRD SUPPLIES
FEED, Keet LifeTM. bulk cuttle bone, bulk spray millet

DECORATIVE WOOD STANDS. PRE-FAB AVIARIES· METAL FEEDERS
PLANIT PLASTIC PRODUCTS • CAGES, including individual breeders

WOOD PRODUCTS, nest boxes, feeders, carrying cages, hospital cages,
ladders, swings, playpens

METAL NEST BOXES· CROCKS & CROCK HOLDERS. AVIARY WIRE
BIRD BOOKS· SMALL NUMBERED OPEN BANDS & TOOLS

Distributor of
TOPPER BIRD RANCH DIETSTM

The only total nutrient seed diets available in the U.S.
Absorbed into the seed: vitamins, minerals and amino acids recommended by

most prominent veterinarians.
SMALL HOOKBILL • LARGE HOOKBILL • CANARY TOTAL DIET· FINCH • BUDGIE
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SHOP OPEN (213) 340-6318 RECEIVING ORDERS, I

WEEKENDS ONLY PROCESSING AND

HOURS SHIPPIN:J
FR!. 3pm - 6pm I SAT. & SUN. Bam - 5pm DAILY

20833V2 Roscoe=a Park, CA 91304 ,.

rely heavily upon reusable water supply,
i.e. sewage treatment water. Water
districts in central California near
Sacramento consider this type of water
unfit for drinking, but acceptable for the
agricultural community. Sunflower crops
are routinely irrigated with reusable
water. This shouldn't imply that the
seeds are dirty, however. In my opinion,
where possible, buy the freshest seed
stored in the most sanitary conditions,
know where it's grown and use your own
judgment.

Budgeting is the name of the game in
this day and age. Getting the most for
your money should be a primary con­
sideration. When considering the pur­
chase of gray or black striped sunflower,
one should keep the following facts in
mind. Gray striped makes up a small
percentage of the total sunflower grown
in the U.S.A. In California where the
gray striped is grown, production costs
tend to be higher than in other parts of
the U.S.A. These factors account for its
increased COSt over black striped. If your
feed store is charging the same for both
seeds, you are most likely paying a real
premium for black striped. Realistically,
the cost for black striped should be less
because of its greater availability and its
lower production costs.

Bird breeders should also realize that
though the hull size varies greatly among
both types of seed, the kernel (edible
parr) remains almost identical. This
single factor can provide you more food
if you buy the smaller seed. For instance,
in 50 pounds of medium sunflower the
total volume of hull is less when compar­
ing it to 50 pounds of the larger type.
Some sayan increase in food of as much
as one third to one half can be realized.
If you feed sunflower to your larger
birds, reducing the size of the seed
should pose no problem for the birds.

One should keep in mind the poten­
tial costs incurred in shipping. If your
feed supplier is a large purchaser, you
shouldn't see a large mark up. The dif­
ference in cost from ordering black
striped from the midwest plus shipping
is appreciably lower than the cost of gray
stripe from California, plus its shipping.

The table provided is intended to
show not only the similarity between
the two types of seed, bu t also to how
the other nutritional ingredients the
eeds possess. ote: Black stripe should

not be confused with the black seed (oil
type). The black seed is much smaller,
on an average one half the size, and its
oil content is 40% whereas the striped
seeds have 30 %. Its primary use in agri­
culture is limited to the oil industry for
cooking oils and fuel. •
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MACAWS

BUDGIES

AND MANY MORE
DOMESTIC & IMPORTED BIRDS

COCKATOOS

AFRICAN
GREYS

WE WHOLESALE TO PET STORES & BREEDERS
We're proud of our breeding ranch and wholesale operation. We would like to add you to our list of satisfied customers.
Send your name, address & tax number to start receiving our current price list· or just call

We ship out of Orlando and Tampa, Florida.
R & L Exotic Birds

Rt. #1 Box 340 C
Dunnellon, Florida 32630

904·489·6965
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A perfect gift . ..
for conservationist friends!

Limited edition

EndangeredSpecies Portfolio
Twenty-two exquisite color photographs of some of the
rarest birds in the world. Each one is printed on quality
stock with an attractive border, ready for framing. The
text of the portfolio is introduced by Frank S. Todd. Brief
photo descriptions were written by Dr. Jean Delacour
and Sheldon Dingle. Another important feature is a com·
plete list of world endangered fauna and flora, the
results of the June 6, 1981 Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).

This is your opportunity to enjoy detailed photographs of
birds you may never be fortu nate enough to see in person.

You can order this unusual collection only
from A.F.A. The price for each portfolio in· 515 00
eludes shipping and handling costs. (Califor- •
nia residents add 6% state tax)

Send order, and make checks payable to:

American Federation of Aviculture
P.O. Box 1568, Redondo Beach, CA 90278



American Federation of Aviculture
(EXCLUSIVE FOR MEMBERS)

Insurance for Birds At Group Rates

The American Federation for Aviculture has put
together a comprehensive insurance program that
protects its insured members from loss as a direct
result of the following perils:

1) Fire, Lightning, Explosion, Smoke, and
Artificial Electricity

2) Windstorm, Cyclone, Tornado and Hail
3) Accidental Shooting (except by the Insured

or Employee)
4) Earthquake, Flood, Drowning, and Collapse
5) Attack by Dogs, Cats, or Wild Animals not

owned by Named Insured or Employees
6) Theft, Vandalism and Malicious Mischief

All Perils are subject to a $100 deductible.

The annual rates are:

$2.00 per $100 of coverage for first $10,000
$1.50 per $1 00 of coverage for excess of $1 0,000

Subject to a $25.00 minimum.

Extensions of Coverages:

1) Transit up to $5,000 coverage on birds while
in transit

2) Newly hatched birds are automatically
covered for thirty (30) days up to 50% of their
parents' value

3) In the event a parent dies due to an insured
peril which causes the offspring's death,
the Company will pay up to 50% of the
parent's value

The complete terms of the insurance coverage are
set forth in the Group Insurance Policies issued by
the Insurance Company Each individual who
becomes insured will receive a certificate outlining
the benefits. While this explanatory material
describes the group insurance, it is not to be
considered a contract.
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Royal 0 Insurance

~George L. Brown YOURt',,,,..,
Insurance Agency ~~.:':~.~.N'

George L. Brown, Insurance Agency
30131 Town Center Drive, Suite 275

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

APPLICATION ON REVERSE SIDE



American Federation of Aviculture
APPLICATION

Application (coverage is not in effect until application
is received by Company or its Authorized
Representative).

Name of Applicant:

Mailing Address

_____________ Zip: _

Phone: -"-__'----- _

Location of Birds (If different from mailing address): _

If value for species IS higher than normal because of markings, train­
ing or breeding, the insurance company must have appraisal to sub­
stantiate values

1) Are you Involved with birds?

D Personal Pets/Breeding Hobby
D Financially Substaining Breeding Hobby
D Commercial

2) Are premises occupied day and night where birds are located?

DYes
DNo

3) If no, explain _

4) Do you transport birds regularly?

DYes
DNo

5) If yes, explain _

6) Have you had any losses in the past three years (whether covered
by insurance or not)?

DYes
DNo

7) If yes, explain _

8) Describe type of aviary and/or cage construction, location and
general security:

Bird descriptions and values. List all birds valued at $300 or more.

INDIVIDUAL & APPRAISED BIRDS

Species Name or 10 If Sex If known DeSCription (color. cnaracter. talent, etc) Value

GROUPS OR COLONIES

Species Oescnpllon (color. normal. mutation. etc) Individual Value Max $300 TOlal Group Value

MAIL TO: George L. Brown, Insurance Agency, 30131 Town Center Drive, Suite 275, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677


