No. AW-36
Diameter 11"
Bag Depth 16"
Handle 36"

No. AW-18
Diameter m-
Bag Depth 16"
Handle 18"

No. AW-12
Diameter 8"
Bag Depth 11"
Handle 12"
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Call or write us
for pricing
information.

Our nets feature 100%
nylon netting, hardwood X3
handles, and spring steel
hoops.

2042 ATLANTIDA DR.
HACIENDA HEIGHTS, CA 91745

(213) 330-8700

( Never before has such a comprehenswej
encyclopedia been offered,
both for the specialist
and hobbyist.
YOUR LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE
WITHOUT THIS BOOK,

PARROTS
and RELATED
BIRDS

by Henry J. Bates and Robert L. Busenbark

il TN

SEFaIN it

PN R Ry &

Crtooreh Bates
pretien 5‘; Pregoiibs

e $16.95

PALOS VERDES BIRD FARM INC.
P.0. Box 1305, Torrance, CA. 90505
Include $1.50 postage and handling.
California residents add 6% sales tax.
Retail Store — 4146 West Pacific Coast Hwy,

Torrance, CA 90505
\_ {across the street from Sambo's) J
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Show Budgerigans —

Top Binds Excel
in Head Qualities

by

Eric Peake
United Kingdom

As breeders and exhibitors of Budgeri-
gars we are constantly aware of the
challenge to be one better than fellow
fanciers on the show bench and in the
breeding room. The difficulties en-
countered on the exhibition side of our
hobby depend on the method of staging
the birds and the quality of our stock as
seen by another fancier (the judge) on
the day of the show.

Whether or not we are successful
breeders can be measured by our skill
and the method of stock selection; skill
of breeding can come through experi-
ence but having an eye for the right type
of Budgerigar can play a major part in
our success of downfall.

Where the selection of stock to pro-
duce better offspring is concerned, the
experienced fancier can see what has to
be removed and what has to be added.
The beginner, however, has to build up
a mental picture of what he s aiming
for.

A bird excelling in head qualities has
that edge over its opponents. To breed
birds with better heads we must know
what to look for. Most present-day head
faults are due to lack of backskull and

birds which are too narrow across the

head when viewed from the front.

The controlling factors that govern the
width and size of head depend on the
skull formation; this will come through
pairing together birds with well-formed
skull structure. If a fancier can purchase a
bird with a fair head and pair it to a part-
ner excelling in head formation, his
chances of producing birds with the
desired head are increased.

If the reader has a picture of an exhibi-
tion Budgerigar to hand, he should try
covering the body of the bird with a

piece of plain paper, leaving the head
showing. It will then be noticed how the
head gives the impression of a bird of in-
dividual character; reverse the process
and cover the head, and the bird has no
significant visual qualities.

Many a good Budgerigar which wins its
class on head qualities can fail to gain a
premier award when its overall head and
body qualities are taken into considera-
tion. We hear fanciers talking of trying to
breed a carrot-shaped Budgerigar; this
may be possible in large birds, but if this
shape is adopted in small w medium
sized specimens, then the tapered body
style tends to diminish the birds.

When judging a Budgerigar we must
remember to see it from four different
angles: front, side and left and right.
Width of head is most important in a
well-structured bird and this aspect can
only be assessed from the front view.

The definition of the Ideal states that
the eye must be central in the bird. In ac-
tual fact, the eye is positioned about
3/16 in. away from the cere.

The head is by far the most important
part of the exhibition Budgerigar, but
without the body conforming to the
standard also, it would be relatively dif-
ficult, when judging to make the
necessary comparison between size and
style. Presuming that the birds we keep
are of a good size, style (or type or shape)
is also important.

One of the biggest problems that
fanciers have encountered over the years
is to produce birds with that straight
back line without the presence of a
hump, or bump, at the back of the neck.
If we study the formation of a bird’s neck
and shoulder muscles we see that the
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CAST ALUMINUM
POP BOTTLE
FOUNTS

With an ordinary pop bottie \“‘
you have a_handy fountain, ¥
ideal for small groups Rab
bits, Guinea Pigs, Parrots,
Cage Birds cannot chew to
destroy them. Held to the out
side of your cage by a holding
spring, it projects inside
most convenient  Measures
2" x 17, only 2" deep

$14.00 dozen prepaid

Cage Bird Tube
FEEDER DRINKER

Universally popular. Attaches
to your cages with attaching
iy clips included 15/16" dia-
| meter. 8 inches
long. Drinking area
Y2 x 1a”
3 for $4.95
$12.95 Prepaid

7 gameter mela
frame with screen
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with hanger
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6 - $13.50 ppd.
12 - §22.60 ppd.

Plastic Cage Nest
$11.95 dozen
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No. 21 DOUBLE BREEDING CAGE
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CAGE BIRD MEDICATIONS

Avi Mycin — 12 Antibiotic Tablets for individual treatment .......$3.00
Aureomycin Tablets — Treats many internal infections . 1000 $24.00
Aureomycin — Water Soluable — or Terramycin (choice of} ... %495
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Neo-Terramycin Concentrate — A combination of antibiotics . $4.95
Nitrofurazone — Treatment for Paratyphoid and Coccidosis one Ib $5.00
No Mite Spray — Makes it easy to control mites, Aerosol spray can.... . . $3.50
Bird Protector — Deodorizes, hang in cage for lice & mites .$2.75
Ornacyin — Treatment for Respiratory 8 capsules .. .. .. $2.50
Pactillin — An aid in treatment of Diarrhea . . . 4 Oz. . $3.50
Pet Mycin tor Birds — 10 Aureomycin Tablets . $2.00
Streseez — A popular Vitamin Mineral Supplement 50z $2.00
Stroud Birdie Vitamin Drops — For bird health .. ... . ... $3.00
Suimet — Treatment and control of Coccidosis 16 Oz. . .$4.50
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Easy to fill without removing. Large hopper with 2
cup capacity Unique. santary arrangement with
removable waste feed compartment. Waste
feed 1s easily recovered. Made of clear high im-
pact washable plastic. Attaches to most cage
doors. Measures 3'4 " x 2-7/8" x 6-3/8" high

Removeable Waste Feed

Economical PLASTIC
Feeder - Founts

CAGE FEEDER

COMPARTMENT
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6 - $19.50
$35.00 dozen

Use your own fruit jar. Perfect for all
cage birds. Can be used for either
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. -$22.00
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RT.1,BOX 218M « RED BLUFF, CA 96080
(916) 527-6465

Swans are my only business.

o AUSTRALIAN BLACKS
e BLACK-NECKED
e MUTE SWANS
e TRUMPETERS

e ROSE-BREASTED COCKATOOS
e CONURES

A Dedicated Hobby )
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AVIARY & ANIMAL PET SUPPLY

425 COOPER DRIVE
HURST, TEXAS 76053

Silver Flight Premium Bird Diets, 16 Dif-
ferent Breeding & Flight Cages, Electric
Foggers, J-Clips, J-Clip Pliers, Flush
Ground Cutting Pliers, Canthaxanthin
for Red Canaries, Automatic Watering
Systems, Parrot Stands, Metal Trays,
Metal Feeders & Fountains, Pop Bottle
Water. Founts, Oasis Bird Waterers,
Aluminum Parrot Cups, Ketch-All Mouse
Trap, Incubators, Planit &  Lustar
Feeders & Drinkers, 8 Different Canary
Nests, Bird Nets, Prevue, Pacific & Rep-
pco Bird Cages, Record Tag Holders.
Pedigree Forms, Books & Medications
Much More. Send $1.00 for lllustrated
Catalog #3 by First Class Mail.

\ Jolland
2 Bird and Jish

Theo van Seggelen
Roermondseweg 66a
6004 AT Weert

Call: The Netherlands (4950) 37211

or
Call: Canada (514) 562-2633

Now available:
The nicest Congo African greys
in the country. Ship anywhere
in Canada and the U.S.A.

Also cages and other equipment,
many leading European manufacturers,
at very competitive prices.

We take captive raised
cockatoos, parrots, and macaws
in exchange.
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A dominant grey pied, showing excellent style.

head will grow relatively more slowly
than the body; consequently when in
nest feather a Budgerigar will show
balance, style and shape.

When the body develops, it seems to
outgrow the head. A dip in the neck is
caused by a large headed bird with
hardly any neck structure or muscle.

If we can get a mental picture of the
outline of the bird and visualize a style
for which we must aim, we can then start
to consider colour and variety.

The stance of the bird, while in a show
cage, is most important. Many Budgeri-
gars have the bad habit of lying across

Opaline grey showing superb head qualities.

Photos by Eric Peake

the perch. This is possibly due to over-
weight, but if such a bird has no weight
problem, it must be of poor shape and
suffering from lack of training.

To judge only the stance of a bird is
unfair, but good position gives an ex-
hibit an advantage over others. If stance
is bred into our birds it makes the train-
ing programme that much easier. Some
birds possess that inborn showmanship.

I find that having the youngsters in
training cages with a mature cock bird
helps them to settle down and learn how
to stand correctly.

The tail and wing play a major role in

=
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the exhibition Budgerigar. A tail that
drops, or is out of line with the body, is a
fault. And a long tail can throw the body
out of balance.

A young bird will catch the eye of the
judge if it has lost its first tail and grown
another. By carefully removing the bird’s
nest feather tail at approximately eight
weeks old, new feathers will be fully
grown in time for the first shows.

Wings must be as defined in the BS
written standard. Those of a Normal
should be white or yellow on a black
ground and free from ‘‘thumb’’ marks.
Although the latter can eliminate the
melanin in the bird, it results in a poor
blending of colours. Opaline birds in re-
cent years have tended to have black
areas on their wings and saddle.

The mask is most important as it clear-
ly defines a bird’s *‘personality.”” Judges
should give more serious consideration to
the mark. Nature provided it for display.

The mask of an exhibition bird must
be deep, with well defined spots of equal
size and shape. Spots must be round and
not oval.

[ like to see the spots carried on the
correct part of the mask. Spacing be-
tween the centre spots creates a problem
when they are parted. This is found in
particular in coarse feathered birds. The
mask can be deepened by breeding from
birds with excellent masks and good
spots have to be in the family makeup in
order that this important feature can be
passed on to the offspring.

A few years ago birds were seen on the
show bench with uneven spots but in re-
cent years as a result of selective breeding
such birds seemed to have disappeared.

Developing good spots in Budgerigars
can be a painstaking process over several
breeding seasons. Sometimes a pair of
birds carrying excellent spots will
produce young with poor spots.

If of good size, such youngsters can be
kept to pair to well-spotted progeny,
which in time will produce birds which
sport good sets of spots.

The present-day craze for size has
crept into other forms of bird exhibiting,
in Zebra Finches for example. It is ob-
vious to me that many a fancier’s skill
has been assessed on his wins on the
bench with big birds.

We all like to own big birds but there
is a limit even in this craze for size. The
good, large specimens of today have
been carefully bred and cultured by very
experienced fanciers who, through the
powers of elimination and lack of sen-
timentality, have made their presence
felt. A big Budgerigar possessing style,
type and stance is surely everybody’s
dream come true. o
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NEW
CATALOG
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Featuring a New Line of Specialized Equipment for:

* MINK ¢« CHINCHILLAS « RABBITS
* NUTRIA « FOX *« DEER » DOGS

* LABORATORY ANIMALS « BIRDS
* CAGEBUILDING SUPPLIES
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CANDLING
WITHOUT HANDLING.

With this unique flexible transilluminator.

its protective cover may be re-
moved and used as an extension
handle which will allow you to
reach 27 inches. Itis perfect for
candling eggs in the nest!

This revolutionary portable light
features a high intensity, pre-
focused bulb on the end of a ten
inch flexible shaft which may be
bent into any configuration. Also,

Write to Medical Diagnostic Services, Inc. for more information regarding
this and other inexpensive diagnostic products.
P.O. Box 1441, Brandon, Florida 34299-1441. Phone (813) 685-1727.
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