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In this article, we’ll discuss the Crested
canary and its genetic makeup. Crested
canaries can be traced back to the seven-
teenth century. Some of the earlier varie-
ties that carried Crest included Lanca-
shire and Norwich canaries. The most
recent of the type breeds which carries
Crest is the Gloster canary.

When referring te Crested Gloster, it
is proper to call it CORONA, and the
plain head (Crest bred) is referred to as
the CONSORT. Male or Female can be
Consort and/or have Corona. The Crest
that we breed on canaries is a flat round
rosette type, therefore better named by
Gloster terminology as Corona. Geneti-
cally, Corona or Crest is heterozygous
dominant. This semi lethal-dominant
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characteristic is the same as in dominant
white canary. Knowing this character-
istic, we should not mate Crest x Crest.
Mating Crest to Crest will produce 25%
of chicks which will probably die.

Please refer to Fig. 1. Here we can see
mating 1-3 which has a double dose of
Crest referred to as lethal chick. Proper
mating should include the plain head
(Crest bred). Crest bred is the plain head
which is the result of Crest x Plainhead
mating.

Refer to Fig. 2. Here we can see Crest
x Plainhead mating and the four theoreti-
cal results based on mathematical aver-
ages. The result is 50% Crest and 50%
Plainhead (Crest bred).
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photos of Crested Canary by Toni Bucci.

If we analyze the schematics in Fig. 1,
2, and 3, we can see that Corona is always
HETEROZYGOUS due to the lethal
factor. A HETEROZYGOTE is the tech-
nical name used in genetics to describe a
CARRIER. Therefore a Corona is always
a carrier of a Plainhead. A Plainhead
(Consort), even though Crest bred when
mated to another Plainhead, will always
produce all Plainheads. Therefore, a Plain-
head is HOMOZYGOUS. A HOMOZY-
GOTE is a technical name used in gene-
tics for the bird which breeds true to its
looks. .

We can conclude that we need a Crest
to produce a Crest, and that two plain-
heads will not produce a Crest. Also we
must use a Plainhead (Crest bred) to
produce a good Crest. If we do not use
Crest bred Plainheads, we will produce a
very bad Crest. A Crest bred Plainhead
will contribute to the quality of the
Crest. Contribution will be in the form of
a larger Crest and better shaped Crest
(Corona), as indicated in pictures. The
pictures are of a Gloster Corona e
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Interested in Cockatiels?

Join the newly forming

AMERICAN COCKATIEL

SOCIETY
dedicated to the study, breeding and showing of cockatiels
For Information Write To: T.SQUYRES

6305 Camp Bowie Fort Worth, Texas 76116

Never before has such a comprehensive encyclopedia been offered,
both for the specialist and hobbyist.
YOUR LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE WITHOUT THIS BOOK.

PARROTS and RELATED BIRDS

(revised edition) by Henry J. Bates and Robert L. Busenbark
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| PARROTS

& RELATED BIRDS 494 pages including 150 pages of color photos.
Gl Some of the topics: Introduction to Parrots;
Feeding of Parrot-Like; Aviaries and Equipment;
Taming and Talking; Caged Household Pets;
Genetics and Hybridizing; Diseases; Three Sub-
familieis now Very Rare; Subfamily: Lorikeets;
Subfamily: Cockatoos; Macaws and Conures;
Parrots — All Varieties; Parrakeets — All Species;
Love Birds and Parrotlets; Hanging Parrots and
Guaiabero; Color Varieties of Budgerigars; Addi-
tional Description and Data on Species; Additional
Data on Sex Determination, Breeding and Hand
Feeding.

$14.95
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ORDER YOUR COPY NOW FROM
PALOS VERDES BIRD FARM INC.
P.O. Box 1305, Torrance, CA. 90505
Include 50c postage and handling for each book.
California residents add 6% sales tax.
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