Aluminum
Leg Bands

PROMPT SERVICE e HIGH QUALITY

ORDER 1984 BANDS

Coded Parakeet Closed Bands.
Regular Initial Type Bands, not coded,
in choice of colors, open or closed,
Plastic Family Identification Bands
for keets or canary, choice of colors.
Leg Band Cutters. Bird Claw Scissors.

SEND SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED
ENVELOPE FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST.

RED BIRD
PRODUCTS, INC.

2786 Fruitridge Road
P.0O. Box 20004 (Dept. AF.A))
Sacramento, CA. 95820

Sluis

C.L.O. nestling and conditioning
food for budgies, canaries, finches.

CANARY FORTIFIER WITH EGG
BUDGIE FORTIFIER WITH EGG
GREENSTUFF - dried greens
BEFKIN - with insects
UNIVERSAL FOOD - rich in fruits

FEED & SEED CENTER

4549-1 St. Augustine Rd.
Jacksonville, Fla. 32207
Telephone (904) 731-4422

Persons living outside the
southeast or not near our dealers
can call or write for more informa-
tion. Send self-addressed stamped
envelope.

Walnut Acres
Aviaries

breeding
Toucans, Toucanettes,
Cockatoos, Macaws,
Eclectus, African greys,
Australian Parakeets,
Parrots, and Finches

Call or write for price list.
Jerry Jennings
(213)

5845476

P.0. Box 6393
Woodland Hills
CA 91365

Visitors by
Appointment Onl
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by Jack CIintbn Eitniear
McAllen, Texas

Notes on two
Aratinga
Conures

After a long six hour drive, I arrived at
my destination in a small mountain
range off the Sierra Madre Occidental of
eastern Mexico. Leaving the paved road,
I began my ascent up a greatly overgrown
backroad that would take me to the base
of the rocky mountainside. From its ter-
mination at a small clearing, I climbed
the wvertical mountainside toting a
backpack full of research equipment.
After a twenty minute climb I arrived at
my study site, a large cave which was the
nesting site for over thirty green conures
(Aratinga holochlora). For those who get
upset when their pet conure screams in
the kitchen you can imagine the thunder
created from thirty flying screaming con-
ures in an echoing cave! Studying this
population will hopefully answer a
number of questions regarding the
species diet and social behavior.

Beginning with the courtship in June
numerous trips are being made to the
cave, with camera, tape recorder and
notebook where interactions are dictated
into a recorder and behavior patterns
photographed. The climax of the annual
program is the banding of the fledgling

in September when the treacherous cave

walls are climbed and the young iden-
tified with colored number bands. From
such marking we can determine if the
young remain in the area, how far they
search for food and if they mate for life.

The green conure sometimes called
the Mexican green parakeet is one of two
frequently encountered Aratinga conures
that live in Mexico and northern Central
America. From west Mexico into not-
themn Nicaragua the green conure is
generally associated with the highland

plant associations although it does des-
cend into lower elevation especially dur-
ing the non-breeding season. Monroe, in
his classic monogram on Honduran
birds, mentions that this is the case in
much of Honduras. I have also noted a
larger population in the lower elevations
during the fall in Mexico. Not restricted
to the highlands the green conure is also
abundant in the dry deciduous and
thorn forest although more abundant
along rivers than away from water. The
species doesn’t appear to thrive in the
mote moist tropical forest as it has not
been recorded in Belize or in the tropical
forest of Peten, Guatemala.

During a short observational period in
September Walter Crawford of Raptor
Rehabilitation and Propagation Project
Inc. observed a flock of green conures be-
ing attacked by a pair of bat falcons
(Falco rufigularis). It is not certain if the
falcons were preying upon the conures ot
the numerous bats that shared the cave
with the conures. It is, however, well
documented that falcons and other birds
of prey include conures and other parrots
in their diet. In addition, snakes and
man are also enemies of the conure.

Although not in great demand for
pets conures are, never-the-less, kept for
pets when nothing else is available. I
recently purchased two green conures at
a Customs auction. Both birds had
yellow specks of colour in their head
feathers, the tell-tale reminder of a
popular Mexican trick whereby birds
have their heads dyed yellow and are sold
as yellowheaded Amazons to gullible
tourists.

Little is known regarding the natural
diet of the species although it has been
given considerable blame for raiding
corn crops. Young observed in the cave
study site during September were being
fed a small millet size seed, as discovered
by the analysis of crops from young that
fell from the cave walls and perished.

The green conure is documented to
have nested in the holes made by
woodpeckers in cypress trees and in tet-
mite mounds. Under certain conditions,
such as my cave study site, the species
will nest in a colony.

The smaller lowland relative of the
green conure is the Astec or olive-
throated conure (Aratinga astec). Occur-
ring from the eastern coast of Mexico
southward to western Panama it is a com-
mon species of lowland clearings and
moist deciduous forest. Where the green
conure has basically a green body colora-
tion with a varing amount of red specks
on the neck and head the Astec conure
has an olive-brown throat and breast.
Documented to nest in termite mounds,
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The author banding a fledgling green conure.

From such studies we

Photo by Steve McGeh

hope to document the diet and behavior of the species.

a captive colony in Jamaica (mentioned
in Forshaw’s popular Parrots of the
World) laid a number of eggs that even-
tually hatched and produced young.
Both species can be observed foraging
in certain areas where tropical forest and
arid or mountainous areas ajoin. In such
situations both species appear to mix

Termite mound nesting site for a pair of Astec conures (Aratinga astec). Nest was entered from

the bottom right.

well with little aggressiveness.

Censuses taken throughout both
species’ ranges for a number of years as
part of the annual Audubon Christmas
Counts, show a slight decline in the
population of both species. Likewise my
discussions with people living in the
species’ ranges, and from birding tour

el

Photo by Jack Clinton-Eitniear, McAllen, TX
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Astec conure (also called olive-throated para-
keet) in a tree on a forest border in Belize,

Central America.

guides who have travelled through the
species range for a number of years, also
indicated that the populations are on the
decline. Probably, we still have many
more years in which to study these in-
teresting conures and build up their cap-
tive populations. e
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Two green conures kept as pets in a village in

northeastern Mexico. Conures are seldom
kept as pets when other psittacines are
avatlable.

Three Facts

You Want to Know About

More people buy Spray
Millet from Carlson’s
than from any grower
in the country.
People like our freshness
and quality. They expect
each hand-picked millet
spray from Carlson’s to be
as clean and nutritious as
nature intended.

Carlson
Spray
Millet

Carlson’s Spray Millet
comes in Regular
and Premium Lengths.

Carlson’s Millet is ;’
Pesticide Free!
Unlike imported
millets which are
thoroughly fumigated with
chemical

pesticides,
Carlson’s is pesticide free
and completely safe for
even the smallest, most
delicate birds.

Carlson
S S_O |t Cartons Ibs. Regular Premium
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Seed Sprays Longer Sprays
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PLAINFIELD, WI 54966 Be———
(715)335-4564 2 10 $24.00 $30.00
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Postage is paid in Continental USA.
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LOVE
BIRD

BREEDING
UNIT

e SPACE SAVING AND HYGIENIC
e ATTRACTIVE AND PRACTICAL
e SUCCESSFULLY TRIED

* REASONABLY PRICED

COST

79"

Breeding Unit as shown 48Ibs. $135.00
4 Nest Boxes 34" Pine 25 Ibs. 40.00
4 Clear Plastic Soft 6 Ibs. 24.00

Floor Covers 1/16” x 12" x 36"
$199.00 Total Cost -

' + Shipping . =
* Wire %2 x 216 ga. G.B.W. o ' l .
e Unit Shipped Unassembled —yesto By

¢ All Orders Shipped UPS

¢ Michigan Residents Add 4% Sales Tax

* Please enclose self-addressed stamped
envelope for more information on our
new quality aviaries and cages.

1001 SCHUSTER
KALAMAZOO, MI 49001
PHONE (616) 345-2174

SEND ORDER TO: m Corners Limited
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