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Symptomatology

In the last issue of WATCHBIRD, we dis-
cussed the fact that birds have the ability to
physiologically compensate for illnesses for a
surprisingly long period of time and that
they tend to appear healthy during this
period (sub-clinical illness). Because birds
tend to hide their symptoms, it is imperative
that we, as bird owners, learn how to recog
nize the clinical signs and symptoms of ill-
ness in our avian charges. We must learn
how to recognize the early symptoms of dis-
ease (such as change in the bird’s routine)
and to avoid taking any symptoms for grant-
ed. Your avian veterinarian should be con-
sulted as soon as possible after symptoms of
illness are recognized and the bird should be
subsequently examined. Promptness in sec-
uring veterinary assistance provides the best
insurance for successful treatment and survi
val of the patient.

Symptomatology can best be discussed by
dividing the topic into two parts: a discus-
sion of those symptoms/clinical signs which
are fairly obvious to the bird owner and a
discussion of those symptoms/clinical signs
which are not so obvious or easily detected.

Most bird owners would readily recognize

The budgie crouched low on the perch exbibits a typical posture
of a bird with an injured leg or foot
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A sick lilac-
crowned Amazon
parrot. Note the
fluffed, weak
appearance.

A Mexican red-headed Amazon exhibiting eye involvement
secondary to chronic sinus infection with Pseudomonas sp.

and Klebsiella sp.

A yellow-naped Amazon parrot with severe respiratory disease.
J\()f{’ open-mouth breathing and pmtuze of upper beak //(mkw/ upon the wire.
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