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American
Pigeon
Fanciers’

Gouncil

Blue Chips
“Medical Research”

by Bob Phillips
Publicity Chairman

An eleven man committee, representing
a wide range of scientific disciplines to
study the health implications of keeping
pigeons was named by American Pigeon
Fanciers Council Chairman, Joseph W.
Quinn earlier this year.

Under the directiohn of Quinn himself,
the committee will be co-chaired by
Richard H. Evans, DVM of Brighton, Illi-
nois. Others named are: Charles Bacon,
Ph.D., Athens, Georgia; Richard E. Baer,
DVM, Groveport, Ohio; Dino Insalaco,
DDS, Long Island, New York; Stanley
Kelm, San Antonio, Texas; Raymond
Kray, DVM, Burbank, California; Robert
J. Mangile, Pittsburg, Kansas; Russell
Schatz, MD, Lomita, California; Carl W.
Sonderstrom, MD, Morton, Illinois; and
Charles Walcott, Ph.D., Ithaca, New York.

The main job of this committee will be
“‘to research the research’’ according to
Quinn. ‘‘Something rather unusual,
medically interesting, but almost sinister
has happened. At some point in the not-too
distant past, somebody gave pigeons a
‘bum rap’ as a health hazard, and almost
instantly, every pigeon keeper in America
got smeared by implication. Who knows
exactly when it happened, but for lack of a
more exact moment, let’s look at that in-
famous paper published in 1955 in a jour-

nal on hygiene, where four public health
zealots found some fungi called Cryptococ-
cus meqgformans growing in the pigeon
droppings on a lot of buildings in New
York City. They rushed to the easy conclu-
sion that pigeons were a major cause of
Cryptococcosis, and estimated that some
huge percentage of the sick people in that
city — maybe in every city — could be suf-
fering from something that was carried by
pigeons. Right away, the press picked it up,
blew it up like a Watergate scandal, and
pigeon people everywhere were marked
like ‘criminals.’

“‘Just examine that fiasco in the light of
modern science — probably even in the
enlightened minds of the mid 50s — and it
is patently ridiculous. In the first place,
their protocol was faulty, and their conclu-
sions were speculative, at best. Secondly,
any student of fungi today can tell you that
C. neoformans is commonly found growing
in all kinds of places, certainly not just in
pigeon droppings. Thirdly, animal scien-
tists have never found it in the gut, or even
on the cloaca of the live pigeon. And final-
ly, medical mycologists (specialists in fungal
diseases) can tell you that only a small
percentage of human population is suscep-
tible to the disease. Most people wouldn’t
get sick, even if you tried to infect them. So



Umbrellas
Moluccans
Lessers

Goffins

Citrons
Lovebirds
Toucans

Grass Parakeets
Mynah Birds
Rosellas
Ringnecks
Moustach
Canaries

Doves
Brazilian Cardinals
Parakeets
Normal

Fancy

Lories

3000 to 4000 Birds in Stock
QUALITY AND VIRILITY

Blue & Golds
Green Wings
Scarlets

Hycanth

Severe

Yellow Collared
Nobles

Tame Blue & Golds
Tame Green Wings

Senegals

African Grey

Blue Fronts

Red Heads

Tame Red Loreds
Tame White Fronts
Tame Yellow Napes
Orange Wing

Cockatiels
Patagonians
Nandays
Conures

Zebra Finches
Cordon Blues
Lady Gouldians
Lavenders

Fire

Strawberry
Wydahs

Shaft tails
Many More in Stock!

For Price List send
Self-Addressed, Stamped
Envelope or call
(704) 867-8629

Come Visit Our Facility
We have 12,000 square
feet and over 300

Separate Breeding Pins

WHOLESALE BIRDS

For the Finest Quality of Exotic Birds
At Low — Low Quarantine — Wholesale Prices

Importers of Exotic Birds

Air Shipments to All Parts of the United States and Overseas

Never a Box or Service Charge

BABY AMAZONS
3-6 Months Old
Blue-Front Amazon
Yellow-Nape Amazon
Red-Lored Amazon
Blue Crown Amazon
Spectacled Amazon

Always Canaries

MORE BABY BIRDS
African Grey Parrots
Timneh Gray Parrots
Blue and Gold Macaw
Green Wing Macaw
Sulphur Crested Cockatoo

— And Mamy Others —

and Cockatiels

EXOTICS INCLUDE

Troupials
Tanagers
Siskins
Goldfinches
Nightingales
Toucoms
Parrotlets
Lorikeets
— Others —

Monthly Sale Specials! — Inquire

(914) 699-4608

SUPREME EXOTIC BIRDS, INC.

143 Esplanade « Mt. Vernon, New York 10553, USA

Write or Call for Current Price List — Issued Bi-Weekly
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AVIARY

WEST
ﬁird Nets

No. AW-36

Diameter 11"
Bag Depth 16"

Handle 36"
No. AW-18
Diameter 1"
Bag Depth 16’
Handle 18"
No. AW-12
Diameter 8"
! Bag Depth 11"
j “ Handle 12"
l

Call or write us
for pricing
information.

nylon netting, hardwood &
handles, and spring steel
hoops.

2042 ATLANTIDA DR.
HACIENDA HEIGHTS, CA 91745

(213) 330-8700

encyclopedia been offered,
both for the specialist
and hobbyist.
YOUR LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE
WITHOUT THIS BOOK.

PARROTS
and RELATED
BIRDS %z

by Henry J. Bates and Robert L. Busenbark

T

.
PARROTS -

& RELATED BIRDS

( Never before has such a comprehensive }

BT STIRIN G

-~ $16.95

Order Your Copy Now From
PALOS VERDES BIRD FARM INC.
P.0.Box 1305, Torrance, CA. 90505

Include $1.50 postage and handling.
California residents add 6% sales tax.

Retail Store — 4146 West Pacific Coast Hwy
Torrance, CA 90505

K (across the street from Sambo's) W,
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the big scare was a myth!”’

“‘Don’t take my word for it, however,”’
Quinn continued. ‘‘We have letters from
eminent professors of medicine at leading
medical colleges, stating the same conclu-
sion — in somewhat more polite terms.
And copies of these letters are available
from the Council’s secretary (SASE
Please). They can be very useful when deal-
ing with ordinance or neighbor problems
even with the press.

**What we have accomplsihed so far only
scratches the surface. Exposing the crypto
myth was fairly simple. There is a list of
diseases where pigeons are implicated,
known as pigeon-zoonoses. References to
them in the reputable scientific literature
are almost beyond counting. The diseases
most frequently named are: ornithosis
(chlamydiosis), histoplasmosis, and
salmonellosis. There is an imperative in the
scientific world for a researcher to get
his/her work published. There are literally
thousands of journals that are devoted to
diseases (presence of disease). It is rare to
find anything on the absence of disease.
Nobody gives awards for debunking myths,
or even for purging the system of obsolete
science data. Anyone who wants to do that
had better be prepared to do it on his own.
That’s what this committee was recruited
to do, one disease at a time.

““All of these workers have a sincere in-
terest in pigeons, and all are volunteering
their time to help the hobbiests get rid of
‘bad raps.” Through some of these people
we will have access to the computerized
search capabilities of a very large university
and very large corporation. Much of the
material will be generated by word pro-
cessor printout. Then the real work begins,
reading and digging, getting to some of the
flaws that got published as far back as 50
years ago, and spotting all the instances
where ‘defective studies’ and misleading
conclusions have been passed on as *gospel
truths’ from one decade to the next.

‘“As we have our findings ready to
discuss, with regard to each disease, they
will be written up and offered to the ap-
propriate journals for publication. After
publication, offprints will be available for
circulation to fanciers, the public and the
press. You will not have to ask me if I am
going to bet, raise, or get off the pot. You
will then see all the Blue Chips on the table
and you will have your answer to what is
going to happen next. When this series is
completed, we expect that it will be a
significant contribution — not just to the
world of science — but a source of en-
couragement and solid evidence to the
world of pigeon people — to say nothing of
the millions of other Avian and animal
lovers in the world.”’ ¢

NEWS

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Office of
Governmental
and Public Affairs

USDA Joins
Fight Against Flu
in Chickens

in Pennsylvania

WASHINGTON, Nov. 4—U.S. De
partment of Agriculture veterinarians have
set up a task force in Harrisburg, Pa., to help
stop the spread of avian influenza in Penn-
sylvania chicken flocks.

““The virus disease of poultry poses a seri-
ous threat to the state’s $400 million poul-
try industry,”” said Bert Hawkins, admini-
strator of USDA’s Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service. ‘*‘However, avian influ-
enza does not affect humans.™’

Hawkins said USDA and Pennsylvania
state officials agreed to these points in recent
meetings.

—The infected area, plus a buffer zone
will be put under federal-state quarantine.

“‘Pennsylvania has already quarantined
infected and suspected flocks,”” Hawkins
said. ‘“We are discussing aspects of the
pending federal quarantine with state and in-
dustry representatives.’’

—Disinfection requirements will be estab-
lished and strictly enforced.

—Disease surveillance will be increased,
both within and outside of the infected area.

—USDA will do intensive studies to de-
termine the course of the disease and aid in
planning future actions.

When avian influenza was first diagnosed
in Lancaster County last April, the disease
was not causing significant poultry losses,
Hawkins said. Tissue samples containing
the virus sent to the USDA National Veter-
inary Services Laboratory in Ames, lowa,
failed to have any significant effect on dis-
ease-free test chickens.

However, this picture changed dramatic-
ally in late October when USDA received
reports of up to 30 percent losses in newly
infected poultry flocks in Lancaster County.
Samples sent to Ames from these flocks
caused over 75 percent mortality in test
chickens, Hawkins said. e



‘Cost plus’
to the public

presents
Avian Engineered and Designed Cages
All Sizes ® Shapes ® Custom Made Cages

Inglebrook Forges

Dealer
inquiries invited

Call 7 A.M. CALIFORNIA TIME —(213) 681-9785 for Shipping Quotes & Cage Information
Buy Direct From the Designer & Manufacturer

“THE AMAZON DELIGHT”
HEIGHT-52"” or 58"
We’ll sell you an old-fashioned bell shaped
cage if you insist, but let us send you

information on a better idea! Rectangles are nglebrook WE
more space efficient, easier to maintain and

24" x 24"

of the World’s Best Cages

“THE MAJESTIC MACAW”
58” TALL X 36” WIDE

24,” 30" or 32" DEPTm
N

SHIP ANYWHERE

birds love roof top playpens. . ..

nformation ~
. , 194 Eastern Avenue W
* Quality craftsmanship Pasadena, Calif. 91107

e Lifetime corrosion warranty
e Heavy duty decorator casters

¢ Roof top play area with
elevated perches

¢ Lead free quality paint (213) 681-9785
Please send pictures and cage dimensions to:
Name
Address
City State Zip

¢ Heavy gauge wrought iron
e Swing-out feeders—bolt locking Type of bird(s)
e Top & Bottom E-Z clean trays
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