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The Avicultural Society
of America, Inc.,

Welcomes new members.

We publish a monthly bulletin on all
aspects of aviculture. Anyone in
terested in becoming a member
please contact; Don & Connie
Howard, 1005 N. Eucalyptus, Rialto,

CA 92376. Yearly dues $15.00.
Overseas members, please add $5.00
to cover postage.

AVIARY & ANIMAL PET SUPPLY

125 COOPER DRIVE
HURST, TEXAS 76053

Silver Flight Premium Bird Diets, 16 Dif·
ferent Breeding & Flight Cages, Electric
Foggers, J-Clips, J-Clip Pliers, Flush
Ground Cutting Pliers, Canthaxanthin
for Red Canaries, Automatic Watering
Systems, Parrot Stands, Metal Trays,
Metal Feeders & Fountains, Pop Bottle
Water Founts, Oasis Bird Waterers,
Aluminum Parrot Cups, Ketch-All Mouse
Trap, Incubators, Planit & Lustar
Feeders & Drinkers, 8 Different Canary
Nests, Bird Nets, Prevue, Pacific & Rep
pco Bird Cages, Record Tag Holders.
Pedigree Forms, Books & Medications
Much More. Send $1.00 for Illustrated
Catalog 1t3 by First Class Mail.

Swans are my only business.

• AUSTRALIAN BLACKS
• BLACK-NECKED

• MUTE SWANS
• TRUMPETERS

• ROSE-BREASTED COCKA TOOS
• CONURES

A Dedicated Hobby
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Security
Richard Moroz,

Saskatoon, Canada

The loss of a pet and friend is a heart
breaking ordeal. Last weekend, I was
the victim of a theft. During the night of
September 11/12, two Lesser Sulfur
Crested Cockatoos and a baby Goffin
Cockatoo were stolen. Entry was gained
by prying open a large solid steel secur
ity door with a top line dead bolt. The
thieves had to have used considerable
force and possibly had special equip
ment to pry open and destroy the dead
bolt. The main concern for this article is
that for the small sum of about $700 I
could have had an alarm system. After
all the years I have kept birds and the
large quantity I have, this is the first time
I have had a problem like this.

The thieves were definitely after the
specific birds that were stolen. They re
moved two very tame talking Cocka
toos from their cages and used those
cages to transport the stolen birds. The
birds in question were all in one cage. I
keep asking myself why they did not
take the valuable birds. Housed next to
them were breeding pairs of African
Greys and down the flight a little way
were Scarlet Macaws, Hyacinths, Mili
taries, Greater Sulfer Crested, and Mol
lucans. All of these birds were in the
same row of flights. It was very clear
that they were after the three birds
taken and not interested in anything
else. The birds were not insured and the
loss of any bird to me is heart-breaking.
I have posted a $1,000 reward for the
arrest of the thieves and the return of
the birds.

If you have a valuable bird and don't
think that it is vulnerable to this type of
situation, you are in the same boat that I
was. Security is a small price to pay for
peace ofmind. This incident has shocked
me and friends of mine that have never
really worried about the problem or
even thought of the situation ever hap
pening to them or this close to home.
Take a close look at what you have,
decide whether or not it is worth add
ing a little extra security, and guide
yourself accordingly.

1 am not saying that security would
even keep a thief out of your premises.
It was quite obvious that whoever
broke into my aviary would have done
anything to get into the building as the
time and force spent on the steel door
and the time getting the birds had to
have totalled at least one half hour or
more. The damage done was great but

the damage that could have been done
could have totalled into countless thou
sands of dollars. When I arrived at the
aviary, the back door was swinging
open and two tame trained Cockatoos
were free, one sitting by the back door. I
thought about what the thieves could
have done. They could have opened all
the flights and all the birds could have
been loose. If it had been winter with
the cold, snow, and wind blowing in,
who could teU what kind of damage
could have occurred.

Secure your birds. Spend the little
extra to protect your investment and
your friend. I have just lost three of
mine. With a little luck and the grace of
God, they may be returned home in safe
condition. The cost of the advertising I
have done and the reward I have offered
for the arrest of the thieves and the
return of my Cockatoos far outweighs
their value, but it is my moral obligation
to protect and look out for my birds and
friends. Birds are a big part of my life.
On that weekend, someone stole a part
of my life and I will not sit by and let
them get away with it.

After the theft, I posted a reward. I
bought radio advertising and a few
newspaper ads. Three days passed and
no word. On the third day, September
15, I got a call. "If you want your birds
back be there at 8:00 and be alone." I
contacted the detectives in charge of
the case and they arranged a stake out to
capture the thieves. I arrived at the
aviary at 7:30 and waited. Boy, that sure
was a long half hour! I was expecting
someone to drop in. 8:00 arrived, no
one. 8:05, the phone rang and the same
voice was there. "I will only say this
once. Take the road to the city dump
and behind the third or fourth NO
DUMPING sign there will be a box with
your birds." We got in the car and headed
for the dump. After looking behind the
said signs, we found nothing. A search
further up the road produced nothing.
On the return, 10 and behold, behind
the sign that we had previously checked,
there was a box. It was a small card
board box and, on inspection through a
large hole in the side, I saw two baby
Lesser Cockatoos and one baby Goffin.

My babies were home' But the thieves
had yet to be caught. I was very relieved
and happy to get my birds back but I had
an awful feeling of getting even and I
wanted the thieves that did this cruel
thing. Understandably, the birds were in
rough shape and very scared. I took
them back to the aviary and put them in
their old flight. It didn't take them long
to calm down. They were home!

I had offered a $1,000 reward for the
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porter, Anna Marie's, Inc., a wholesale
wildlife business in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. A U.S. District Court order
issued February 7 in Miami forfeited the
birds for having been imported in viola
tion of the Lacey Act, a Federal law that
prohibits importation of wildlife illegal
ly exported from another country. The
export of both palm cockatoos and
eclectus parrots for commercial pur
poses is prohibited by the countries
where they live in the wild - In
donesia, Australia, and Papua, New
Guinea.

"This case is an example of the im
pact of the Lacey Act internationally in
helping other countries enforce their
wildlife conservation laws," Assistant
Secretary Arnett said. "We hope this
case will result in enhanced compliance
with both U.S. and foreign laws, for the
benefit of many species of wildlife."

Anna Marie's imported 100 of the
palm cockatoos and the 28 parrots at
Miami on September 28, 1983 - the
largest importation of palm cockatoos
ever known to have been made into the
United States. The firm had previously
imported four other cockatoos at Los
Angeles. After the birds concluded a
30-day quarantine period required by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Fish and Wildlife Service special agents
took custody of them. No decision has
yet been made concerning final disposi
tion of the birds, which are being cared
for in various zoos.

Entirely black except for red cheek
patches, palms are the largest
cockatoos, measuring up to 29 inches in
length. They are a slow-breeding
species that seldom reproduces in cap
tivity. Because of export restrictions
from their countries of origin, there are
very few palm cockatoos in the United
States.

Grand eclectus parrots are smaller
and less rare than palm cockatoos and
have been bred successfully in captivi
ty. Males are green and females are
predominantly red .

All psittacine birds, such as
cockatoos and parrots, are listed on Ap
pendix II of the Convention on Interna
tional Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), except
for rare species, which are listed on Ap
pendix I. CITES export documents are
required for commercial trade in Ap
pendix II species; conunercial trade in
Appendix I species is prohibited.

A limited number of black and white
and color prints of the palm cockatoos
are available by calling the Fish and
Wildlife Service, Office of Audio
Visual, (202) 343-8770.•

Valuable Bird Shipment
Forfeited To The U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service

arrest of the persons involved. I had my
birds back but I wanted the thieves. I
had another two days of radio advertis
ing paid for so decided to continue the
ads. I bought a spot in the next paper to
continue to offer the reward for the ar
rest of the persons who stole the Cocka
toos and did the damage at the aviary.

Rewards do payoff. If this ever hap
pens again, I will, without hesitation
offer a large reward. I will not sit by and
let someone unjustly steal and deprive
me of what is rightfully mine. I hope
that anyone and everyone who reads
this will feel the same way. If you are a
victim of a crime, maybe if the reward is
large enough and people get scared, this
will all stop. We can only hope. If any
one out there has had this happen, I
would suggest after contacting the
police, give swift prompt attention to
radio and paper. My first request was
aired about three hours after I found out
about the robbery. It was a free com
munity service and within twenty-four
hours I had paid thirty second radio
spots every two hours. I feel that this
and the size of the reward contributed
to the thieves running scared and
thought they would get the birds back
to me before someone, probably a
friend, turned them in. What are your
feathered friends worth to you? THINK
ABOUT IT! •

More than 100 cockatoos and parrots
valued at over a half-million dollars
have been forfeited to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service after being illegally im
ported into the United States. The for
feiture is "one of the most valuable ever
involVing parrots," according to G. Ray
Arnett, Interior Department Assistant
Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks.

The birds, 104 palm cockatoos and 28
grand eclectus parrots from Indonesia,
were valued at $700,000 by the im-

SE BIRD
and

SUPPLY
CO.

(714)

524-9653

• Societies
• Gouldians
• Rares

Cockatiels· Canaries- Finches
Lovebirds-Australian Parakeets

Australian Finches· Rosellas

.ol.IlIk__- ......" Grass Keels· Budgies

Diamond Doves

Breeders of Birds For Two Decades

4271 Aspenglow Circle

Yorba Linda, Ca. 92686
Shipped Anywhere in the U.S.

SE BIRO and SUPPLY CO.,Owner Sigle Meyer

211 AGOSTINO ROAD, SAN GABRIEL, CALIFORNIA 91776

WHOLESALE ana RErAIl

CIItO' .... ,ne 1o' IlleSlll"cehsl

WE OPERATE OUR OWN USDA APPROVED
BIRD IMPORT STATION

FINCHES, CANARIES

MACAWS. PARROTS

AUSTRALIAN PARAKEETS

AND MORE

WE OFFER RARE AND COMMON

(818) 287·4040

lOVEBII{,DS
• Peach face & Mutations
• Fishers
• 13lue I'lasks SHIPPED ANYWHERE
• Black Masks IN THE UNITED STATES

From L.A. Intf"malional

GUAI{,Al'Z,TEED QUAI1TY

BUDGIES CANARIES
INDIAN RINGNECKS

GOLDEN MANTLE ROSELLAS
Visitors Welcome

By Prior Appointment Onl)'

FINEST BIRD FARM
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Name Phone _

above address.

Shipping Anywhere

breeding 21 different species

Sun, Jenday, Gold Cap, Austral

Wholesale & Retail

Order Form for Book

hand-fed young available

Sole U.S. Distributor

3986 10th Avenue N •• Lake Worth, Fla. 33461 (305) 968-4214

eNew cgOO~!

Tom Ireland

Address Zip _

This authoratative book by Psttacine aviculturists Pat and John Stood ley is
based on the work at their sanctuary where they have successfully bred 18
species of Amazon Parrots plus Macaws, Pionus. Asian and Pacific Parrots.
It is full of important text including chapters on diet, breeding, nesting, in
cubation and hand-raising. There is an excellent "terlnarian section by An·
drew Greenwood M.A. Vet MS, M.R.C.V.S., 108 pages with numerous line il
lustrations and 42 color plates.

"As one who has struggled upward in this field without a written textfor
guidance and who has also experienced a measure of accomplishment
with rare and endangered parrots I enthusiastically endorse this work."

Ramon Noegel

287 mm x 215 mm Casebound ... $39.99 + 1.50 postage & handling
(Florida residents add 5% state sales tax.)

Make checks payable to Tom Ireland


