
You may know that San Francisco is
famous for its restaurants. Now I can
assure you that you can get quite as
good food in Paris or New York. The
difference is simply that what might
start with fifty dollars in New York you
may be able to get at fifty places for a
tenth as much. Well maybe a little more
than that. Anyway, the city is crawling
with places to eat where every varied
nuance ofatmosphere is available and in
every available national food. Have you
ever tried Burmese or Argentinian or
Herzgovinian? They are all here. But I
have to admit that I have not yet found
an Antarctic restaurant. Hey, that's an
idea! Penguins for decor!

Should I forget San Francisco's night
life? Yes I shall. Find out for yourself.
Gird your loins first. Take our night
tour.

It seems 1 could go on forever so I
shall expand to the hinterland - the
trips you can make in the vicinity like
Muir Woods, the Point Reyes Bird Sanc
tuary, the Wine Country and its sampl
ings of good stuff (there will be a tour).
These are to the north. To the south
there are the immense redwoods of Big
Basin, the fun at Santa Cruz, the aura of
Stanford University, the scenery of
Point Lobos and the artistry of Carmel.
Where on earth could you see more?
Maybe you can grasp why I, born and
raised in Darjeeling in India where the
mighty range of Kangchenjunga over
whelms the northern horizon and gives
the world its greatest view, prefer,
somehow, to live near San Francisco
where versatility and variety, charm
and charisma, interest and intensity
meld into the City of enchantment.

If, as it may be for some of you who
are never satisfied, San Francisco isn't
enough, remember that a trip to Hawaii
at special rates to bird people is planned,
something you can think about, per
haps a place to rest up after the
Convention.

And so, along with cable cars and
such there will be a very informative,
varied and inspiring AFA Convention
for your pleasure and interest. It is time
to plan your visit. The raffle will out
raffle anything in AFA memory. Con
sider the first prize, a brand new
automobile! This will be followed by a
home computer, a pair of blue ring
necks, a trip to Hawaii, an RCA TV set
and so forth and so forth. Ah yes, the
dates - August 7 to 12, 1985. It will all
happen at the Cathedral Hill Hotel, San
Francisco. Come! •

The forethought of some people is
amazing. I have been asked to write
about San Francisco and you should
know that the AFA Convention in this
City by the Golden Gate is not until
August 1985. Is the idea of this early
prologue simply an inducement, a
whetting, a seeding ofa notion, a lure? 1
suppose it is.

It is not really right or proper to
describe San Francisco for the simple
reason it offers its variety and charm in
so many different ways to so many dif
ferent kinds of people. And even some
sort of restriction that suggests I write
for bird people is not confining enough
for, if you did not already know it,
aviculturists themselves are a motley
assemblage with incongruous points of
view. In other words, San Francisco is
and can be what you want to make of it,
you incongruous lot.

Now ifyou want to ask me what I per
sonally think of San Francisco I should
point out that I have worked in the City
for over thirty years and wouldn't have
it otherwise. I am prejudiced. On the
map it is the nail on the handless thumb
of The Peninsula mostly surrounded by
the Bay and connected by bridges that
radiate from it. It is the hub of the area,
the Bay Area. From its hills (and they are
hills which you will realize if you drive
up Green Street, for instance) there are
views of water where great ships come
in from the Orient and where, on clear
days, the blue is specked with the white
of a thousand sail boats. And always, as
you turn a corner, there is that fantasy
of red-steel arcs and webs, the Golden
Gate Bridge. To me, no city on earth of
fers such a surfeit of vistas.

You may ask what you might want to
do in San Francisco, what you might not
want to miss. Again, it is up to you and
your own predelictions. Almost any
thing is available in San Francisco. I
should think you would want to visit
the new Primate Center at the San Fran
cisco Zoo, perhaps the finest thing for
monkeys and their kin in the world.
And you wouldn't want to miss the
California Academy of Sciences with its
glorious aquarium and fish roundabout.
Here, too, there are penguins that you
can see in their "flight" underwater in a
huge glass tank. Nearby, in the sur
rounding Golden Gate Park, there are
lots of things to interest you from the
magnificent gardens to some of the
world's greatest art. There will be day
tours.

And what else? Why of course, food!

San Francisco? Already San Francisco?
by Lawrence W Swan

Persons living outside the j
southeast or not near our dealers
can call or write for more informa
tion. send self-addressed stamped
envelope.

Walnut Acres
Aviaries

breeding
Toucans, Toucanettes,

Cockatoos, Macaws,
Eclectus, African greys,
Australian Parakeets,
Parrots, and Finches

FEED & SEED CENTER
4549-1 SI. Augustine Rd.
Jacksonville, Fla. 32207

Telephone (904) 731-4422

c.L.O. nestling and conditioning
food for budgies. canaries. finches.

CANARY FORTIFIER WITH EGG
BUDGIE FORTIFIER WITH EGG
GREENSTUFF - dried greens
BEFKIN - with insects
UNIVERSAL FOOD - rich in fruits

Aluminum
Leg Bands

PROMPT SERVICE. HIGH QUALITY

ORDER 1984 BANDS
Coded Parakeet Closed Bands.

Regular Initial Type Bands, not coded,
in choice of colors, open or closed.

Plastic Family Identification Bands
for keets or canary, choice of colors.
Leg Band Cutters. Bird Claw Scissors.

SEND SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED
ENVELOPE FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST.

RED BIRD
PRODUCTS, INC.

2786 Fruitridge Road
P.O. Box 20004 (Dept. A.F.A.)

Sacramento, CA. 95820

P. O. Box 6393
Woodland Hills
CA 91365
Visitors by
Appointment Onl

Call or write for price list.
Jerry Jennings
(818)

884-5416
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THE EXACT PRESCRIPTION FOR A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER, CONTENTED BIRD.

P.O. BOX 4525
126 E. SPRUCE ST.

COMPTON, CA. 90220

RAINBOW MEALWORMS contain 12 of the 16 elements that are found in
living tissue and rich in vitamins A and B. Natural vitamin A is essential to
your birds nutrition and growth. Vitamin B is required to maintain the
nervous system.

RAINBOW MEALWORMS are a living food, clean and odorless. They
should be kept under refrigeration at 400 to 480 (but not necessary). At
this temperature they become dormant and maintain perfect condition for
several months.

RAINBOW MEALWQRMS are graded in four sizes for your conveniences:
SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE, and MIXED. Each and every worm is fresh
and lively. No need for sorting or sifting. We guarantee 10% or more over
cou nt per measure.

PROMPT SHIPMENT ALL YEAR AROUND.
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE ARE ENCLOSED WITH FIRST ORDER.

MEALWORM COUNT BULK WHOLESALE PRICES
(per dozen units) 1,000 $3.75 5,000 .. 13.50

50 $4.92 2,000 6.95 10,000 .25.00
100. 7.56 3,000 8.90 20,000 .. 45.00

500 . 21.60 ~ 40,000 .... 78.00

~ \ . I California Residents
THE BEST FOR LESS. add 6% Sales Tax.

M"(;;~;'~~~~~;;;~'.m!~~p.\N·BO",~
~MEALWORMS~

The finest in cage building equipment at the Lowest
Prices!

FREE BIRD
EQUIPMENT CATALOG

ALSO AVAILABLE...
VALENTINE'S TREMENDOUS 180 PAGE

GENERAL CATALOG

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
SEND $5.00 to cover cost of mailing and handling. Please in
clude your complete name and mailing address to speed
delivery.

FEATURING: Exceptional NEW MERCHANDISE and the FINEST
QUALITY of specialized equipment for: Mink, Chinchilla, Rabbits,
Fox, Dogs, Cats, Lab Animals, Birds, Quail, Pheasants, Poultry,
Fish Farms, Trapping, Domestic and Wild Animals, Conservation.
Including many more books on each specialty from Aviaries to
Zoos.

c)ALEn1inES
BIRD
EQUIPMENT

SUPPLY
BOOK

EQUIPMENT COMPANY

7510 S. Madison St.
P.O. Box 487

Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
Phone (312) 323-7070

13


