
VOLUME II
JUST RELEASED

STEREO
CASSETTES

by "MANOE" have proven to
be the fastest speech training aids
by a wide margin. Her new tape
includes: "Hi Guy," "Payatten­
tion now," "Gimme a kiss,"
and more. VOLUME I contains:
"What you doin'," "Where
you going," "Hi pretty lady," "I
love you" and more. Your pet
will pay more attention to these
tapes than any other because
he'll immediately recognize
"Mande's" voice as belonging to
another bird. He'll really enjoy
his lessons. Brochure with tips
on speech training your bird
with our tape included.
SEND $9.98 AND STATE
YOUR CHOICE of Volumes I
or II or send $18.98 for both

tapes to:

GREAT SMOKEY
MOUNTAIN

105 Cowart Ave.
Harlingen, TX 78550

MASTERMSA cards call
(512) 423-0113

all tapes sent first class postpaid
dealer's inquiries invited
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Edited and Researched
by Richard Tkachuck, Ph.D.

Perris, California

Perhaps the most enjoyable part of
this column is to receive letters from in­
dividuals offering suggestions, advice
and information. It is this type of
sharing that makes meeting the
deadlines posed by our sadistic editor
bearable. So for my own survival, let's
hear from you often.

Some old business. A Ms. C.W. writes
from Virginia concerning a question in
theJune1"uly issue which dealt with the
color in the periophthalmic ring in
conures. She writes: "I have obtained
both sun and jandaya conures from out­
side aviaries in Florida. [Anyone who
likes conures must be a fine person. Ed.]
Upon receipt, the ring color was very
dark, but after being indoors, the ring
has become white. Basically the same
diet is fed by me and the Florida
breeder. Perhaps this is an environmen­
tal difference, not a genetic one."

It may also be a maturational one.
I have some nanday conure babies and
their feet are black, whereas the adults
have pink ones. In looking just now at
some sun conures (housed in outside
aviaries) that I have, I saw in a pair
which is at least four years old, one had
a dark ring and the other a white ring. In
another surgically sexed pair, both had
white rings. In two fledglings from the
first pair, both are white. So, until
further data are here, I will stick with
the genetic theory.

Question: Is there any way to stop a
cockatiel from laying eggs? The bird
refuses a mate andhas been laying 4-6
eggs every other month for 6 months!
I've tried three different mates, etc. I
just want her to stop. Also, can any
health problems arise from laying so
many unfertile eggs?

Answer: I wish that I had a bit more in­
formation. Are the eggs layed in a nest
box? You imply that mates are refused.
Is this because you have never seen
mating or because the female drives off
the males? Do you remove the eggs

from the nest box after you see they are
infertile? Some suggestions. If eggs are
layed in a nestbox, let them be incu­
bated as long as the hen will sit. Even­
tually, most birds realize they are sitting
on something that is not going to hatch.
My personal theory for which there is
no proof is that, as the eggs spoil, an
odor is given off that is a cue to the bird
to depart. Anyway, removing the eggs
as soon as they are layed only stimulates
more laying. Are you sure it is not your
female who has a fertility problem? Is
your bird kept outdoors or indoors
under artificial light? If under artificial
light, it may not be getting the correct
seasonal cues regarding when to lay and
when not to. Perhaps letting the sun
shine on the bird will help get its yearly
rhythm better in line. Finally, if the bird
is laying eggs with firm shells it is prob­
ably not hurting itseIftoo much, but, to

be sure, is under some stress. Write
again with more details and give me
another shot at it.

Question: We have acquired a male
cockatiel with a scissorbill. What
causes this? If the bird is bred and
young result, can he manage to feed
them adequately? [Adequate food and
care next described. Ed.] Can we even­
tually straighten out his bill?

Answer: There are two possible causes
for the scissorbill. The first is genetic. A
number of species of birds in your area
(crossbills) have such a condition
naturally. If this is the case with your
bird, then there is not much you can do
except a constant trimming and re­
shaping. The other cause is that the bill
got a bad start when the bird was young.
Perhaps the lower bill was broken and
the upper bill grew badly. With this
situation there is some hope for correc­
tive action. Perhaps your best mode of
action is to take the unaffected bill and
file it in such a way so that the affected
bill is corrected by coming in contact
with the unaffected. In other words,
create contact points on the two bills
that it will drive the affected bill in the
opposite direction. The shape of teeth,
bills or any renewable living surface is
determined by the type ofcontact it has.
And only a small amount of pressure is
necessary. My daughter's mouth is
being reshaped by some small rubber
bands. It does not take much force to
change shape, only the correct contact
or pressure points. As far as breeding is
concerned, unless you are sure that the
problem is not genetic, I would not
recommend any breeding. If it is the



Carlson's Spray Millet
comes in Regular
and Premium Lengths.

Regular Premium
8" to 10" 10" and
Sprays Longer Sprays

$15.00 $18.00

$24.00 $30.00

$46.00 $55.00

(818) 843-5505
OPEN 7 DAYS

Monday thru Saturday 9·5
Sunday 9 to 12 noon
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10

20

Ibs.

Parrotdise Beauty Salon Expertly trained,
gentle groomers. Wings, nails, beaks,
tails, bath.

stands, natural branches, play­
grounds &accessories, gigantic book
selection on parrots.

2

4

Cartons

Postage is paid in Continental USA.
Inquire for quantity prices.

Carlson
Specialty
Seed
RT. 2, BOX 535
PLAINFIELD, WI 54966
(715)335'4564

Three Facts
You Want to Know About

Carlson
More people buy Spray Spray
Millet from Carlson's _II
!han from any grower MI et
In the country.

and quality. They expect Pesticide Free!
each hand-picked r;nrllet Unlike Imported
spray from Carlson s to be • mrllets which are
as clean and nutritious as h hi f d h
nature Intended t oroug y umlgate Wit

chemical pesticides,
Carlson's is pesticide free
and com pletely safe for .....~....
even the smallest, most
delicate birds.

1407 W. Magnolia, Burbank, CA 91506
DIRECTORS: GARY MORTIMER, JOHN INGRAHAM

Pyramid Birds, Inc_
presents

Parrotdise
The Largest, Most Beautifully
Displayed Presentation of Parrots
in the Entire Galaxy! Truly a Close
Encounter of the Bird Kind! Cockatoos,
Macaws, Amazons, Love Birds, Cockatiels, Conures,
Budgies and Many Other Rare Exotic Parrots Create a
Beautifully Natural and Intimate Experience with Nature
.... Bring your cameras!

Parritz Regency Hotel & Spa Luxury ac­
commodations daily, weekly, monthly,
special resident rates.

The Parrotfanalia Shop Absolutely every
kind of service & product imaginable for all
parrot-type birds. Custom iron cages, toys,

Pyr~m!~M!1~~!~Inc.
$2.00 per family, or group

Question: I have an African grey
parrot that is about one and a half
years old. I have had herfor about six
months and the onlyfood she will eat is
her seed. She absolutely refuses all
other food. Occasionally she will eat
apples, thawed frozen corn, and pop­
corn. Should I take away the seed and
force her to eat otherfruits and vegies
or should I keep putting it in with seed
hoping she will at least nibble on it?

Answer: You do not mention how you
prepare the food. Do you put a whole
apple in the cage? If you do, an inex­
perienced bird might not know what to
do with it. I would recommend that you
continue to try and give the bird a
varied diet on a daily basis. Familiarity
may finally cause some experimenta­
tion. The bird may not know it is food
that is littering up her seed dish. Ifyour
bird is in good health, experiment by
providing soft food only once a week.
This may drive her to try new things.
Prepare the food in small pieces so that
she can eat them using foot and mouth
much as she would eat seed.

Question: I have an Amazon parrot
about two years old. We acquired it
aboutfour months ago and it is quite
tame. We are diligent in our lessonsyet
wonder ifhe is already too old to learn
to speak. Any encouraging words
about late bloomers? P. S. He loves
onions; are they okayfor him?

Answer: You do not mention if there
are others of the same species within
earshot of your bird. If so, training to
mimic a human voice will be difficult. I
do not think your bird is too old to
learn, in fact, increases in vocabulary
will take place over a large number of
years. Isolation from other bird sounds
and exclusive affection are probably the
best bet in training your bird. As to the
onions, if they are not a major compon­
ent of the diet, probably no harm will
come of eating them. Many commercial
seed diets contain chile peppers which
surpass onions in potency.•

result of an accident, chances are that
the bird will figure out how to feed the
babies in spite of the beak problem.

Question: We have blue front
amazons and senegal parrots with
yellow irises. When they aregivenfood
or a new toy the iris expands or con­
tracts rapidly. Is this excitement or
focusing? .

Answer: This is a common feature in
many parrots and is an expression ofex­
citement, interest, fear or sexual
arousal.
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