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Black Lory. “My lories have always
been bealthy and bardy and I
have bred them for several years
with no problems.”’

4 June/July 1985

LOry Lover's
Nightmare

by Jim Thomas
Longwood, Florida

Author’s Note: I write this article
because I know the serious aviculturist
can frequently learn from another’s
mistakes and misfortunes.

Jim Thomas

My friends know how much I love
lories. I can’t resist a new one that
comes available if there is any way I can
manage to get it. It’s true, they are a lot
of trouble compared to the seed-eaters,
but I, for one, think they are worth it. I
have a nice collection of them, I spend a
lot of time with them, and I enjoy them
more than any other birds I have owned.

My lories have always been healthy
and hardy and I have bred them for
several years with no problems. I have
studied them carefully and put together
anectar formula I thought best for them
and they have thrived oniit. As I get new
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Yellow Streaked Lory. “To see our rare and beautiful favorites go into shock one
at a time was a traumatic experience, to put it mildly.”’

ideas, though, I change things and last
year I made my first fatal mistake: I
decided they needed more protein and
began to use a lot of monkey chow,
soaking the biscuits in the bowls of nec-
tar. They loved it and I was happy [ had
solved the protein problem.

You can imagine my horror when I
came out one morning in mid-
December to find fwo of my adult birds
dead — well-fleshed birds that had
shown no symptoms or signs of pro-
blems of any sort. I called my vet and
rushed the birds to the state diagnostic
laboratory for a post-mortem. We con-
cluded it must be a toxin of some sort
since the birds were not in the same
areas of my aviaries and were in such
good condition.

Some of my collection are kept at my
plant nursery a half-hour drive from my
home. The next day [ was really distress-
ed to find one of my recently weaned
hand-fed babies dead and the next day
another one, both at the nursery. These
were fat, healthy babies that had been
playing the day before. Another of my
adults at home is very ill and not eating.
At this point, panic sets in and I begin
many telephone conferences with my
vet and other lory people.

Since the only thing my two
separated collections had in common
was their food, I rushed that to the lab
for diagnosis and two days later got the
answer: the monkey chow was loaded
with Salmonella. By soaking the bisuicts
in the nectar I had set up a rich culture
medium that was ideal for rapid growth
of this deadly bacterium. By this time, I
had lost another breeding lory and
others had stopped eating.

The next fatal mistake occurred when
my vet recommended Furacin as treat-
ment. I knew it was potent but at this
point I figured I needed something fast.
Fatal mistake number three came next
when we decided to medicate the nec-
tar since the lories drink little water. We
decided on adosage of one teaspoon per




IN DOMESTIC BRED

(NON-QUARANTINE)

% |/AND [ED BABY BIRDS

Macaws
Cockatoos
Amazons
Lclectus
African Creys
And Others

"~ BIRDS (@) UNLIMITED -

Call or write for a price list or additional information
16425 PLACERITA CANYON ROAD NEWHALL, CALIFORNIA 91321 PHONE: (805) 252-3455



)%

OF n\l\"

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE

Dedicated to conservation of bird wildlife through encouragement of
captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

African Love Bird Society American Budgerigar Society, Inc.

American Cockatiel Society, Inc.

American Pigeon Fanciers’ Council American Racing Pigeon Union, Inc.
British Columbia Avicultural Society Canadian Parrot Association National Cockatiel Society
National Finch Society Southeastern Aviculturists Association

ALABAMA
Central Alabama Aviculture Society

ARIZONA

Arizona Aviculture Society
Arizona Budgerigar Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson
The Seed Crackers

CALIFORNIA

American Canary Fanciers
Association

Antelope Valley Bird Society

Aviary Association of Kern

Avicultural Association of
San Francisco

Budgerigar Research Association

Butte County Bird Club

California Game Breeders’
Association

Capitol City Bird Society

Central California Cage Bird Club

Contra Costa Avian Society

Exotic Bird Breeders Association

Exotic Hookbill Society

Finch Society of San Diego County

Foothill Bird Fanciers

Fresno Canary and Finch Club

Golden Gate Avian Society

Golden West Game Breeders and
Bird Club, Inc.

Great Western Budgerigar
Society, Inc.

Hookbill Hobbyists of Southern
California

Humboldt Cage Bird Society

Inland Game Bird Breeders

Long Beach Bird Breeders

Norco Valley Bird Breeders

North County Aviculturists

Northern California Budgerigar
Society

Nu-Color Bird Association

Orange County Bird Breeders

Redwood Budgie Hobbyists

San Diego County Bird Breeders
Association

San Diego County Canary Club

San Gabriel Valley Parakeet
Association

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic
Bird Club

South Bay Bird Club

South Coast Finch Society

Tri City Budgerigar Society

Valley of Paradise Bird Club

Ventura County Bird Club

West Valley Bird Society

Western Bird Breeders Society

COLORADO

Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, Inc.

CONNECTICUT

Connecticut Association for
Aviculture, Inc.

MEMBER CLUBS

FLORIDA .

Aviary & Cage Bird Society of
South Florida

Central Florida Bird Breeders

Feathered Friends of Florida
Avian Society

Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club, Inc.

Greater Brandon Avian Society

Greater Jacksonville Avicultural
Society, Inc.

Greater Miami Avicultural
Society, Inc.

Polk County Aviculturai Society

Suncoast Avian Society

Sunshine State Cage Bird
Society, Inc.

GEORGIA

Georgia Cage Bird Society

Greater Middle Georgia
Cage Bird Socety

IOWA

Mid-America Cage Bird Society

ILLINOIS

Greater Chicago Cage Bird
Club, Inc.

KANSAS
Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.

KENTUCKY
Kentuckiana Bird Society

LOUISIANA
Gulf South Bird Club

MARYLAND
Baltimore Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.

MASSACHUSETTS

Exotic Cage Birds of New England

The Boston Society for
Aviculture, Inc.

‘Western New England Cage Bird
Society

MICHIGAN

Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club

Mid-West Canary Club, Inc.

Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc.

MINNESOTA
Minnesota Cage Bird Association
North Star Parrot Breeders Society

MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Budgerigar Society

MISSOURI

Greater Kansas City Avicultural
Society

Heart of America Parrot Society

Missouri Cage Bird Association

NEBRASKA

Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society

NEVADA

Northern Nevada Cage Bird Society

Vegas Valley Caged Birds
Association

COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

NEW HAMPSHIRE .
New Hampshire Avicultural Society

NEW YORK

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association

The Greater Rochester Hookbill
Association

Rochester Cage Bird Club

NORTH CAROLINA

Carolina Avicultural Society

Smoky Mountain Cage Bird Society

OHIO
Central Ohio Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Cleveland Canary & Cage Bird Club
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club
Mid-American Exotic Bird

Society, Inc.

OREGON

Columbia Canary Club

Emerald Exotic Bird Society

Exotic Bird Club of Oregon

Northwest Bird Club

Northwest Pigeon Fanciers
Association

PENNSYLVANIA

Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club

Delaware Valley Bird Club

The Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird
Society

York Area Pet Bird Club

TENNESSEE
Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club

TEXAS

Alamo Exhibition Bird Club

Capital City Cage Bird Club

Dallas Cage Bird Society

Fort Worth Bird Club

Guif Coast Aviculture Association

North Texas Cockatiel Club

Williamson County Bird Breeders
Association

UTAH
Avicultural Society of Utah

VIRGINIA

Commonwealth Avicultural Society
National Capital Bird Club

Parrot Breeders Association
Peninsula Cage Bird Society
Virginia Ornamental Bird Society
WASHINGTON

Avicultural Society of Puget Sound
Northwest Aviculture Society
Northwest Exotic Bird Society
Washington Budgerigar Society, Inc.

WEST VIRGINIA

Tri-State Cage Bird Fanciers
WISCONSIN

North Star Parrot Breeders Society
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.

Animal Exchange, Rockville, MD  Pritchard Bookkeeping Service, El Cajon, CA
Southeast Aviaries, Alexandria, VA Luv-Them-Birds, Miami, FL Valentine Equipment Co., Hinsdale, IL
Nekton U.S.A., Inc., St. Petersburg, FL Rainbow Bird Ranch, Asheboro, NC
Birds of a Feather, Santa Rosa, CA  Sandy Creek Farm, Sarasota, FL

Kellogg, Inc., Milwaukee, WI
Fins, Furs, 'N Feathers, Boca Raton, FL. Mason'’s Exotic Bird Services, San Bruno, CA

For information about contacting any of these member clubs,
please call that club’s closest state coordinator. There is a
state coordinator listing with phone numbers elsewhere in this publication.

6 June/july 1985

gallon and I proceeded to give it to
them. I medicated the collection at the
nursery on Friday evening before I left
and called the next morning to ask how
they were before I gave it to my major
collection of breeders at home. I was
told they were finebut I neglected to ask
whether they had drunk the nectar.
They hadn’t.

Thinking everything was fine, I pro-
ceeded to medicate the morning nectar
for my whole collection. They refused
to drink it after one taste. I decided to
give them nothing else so they had to
drink enough of it.

That afternoon the nightmare really
began. The first to go down was a black
lory male at the nursery who started to
scream loudly, fell from the perch and
went into writhing convulsions,
screaming all the time. I rushed him to
the sick room, he became unconscious
and I concluded he was dead. Half an
hour later a black-capped male went
through the exact same procedure.
When I arrived in the sick room with
him, however, I found the black up on
the perch. They would convulse for
minutes at a time, scream loudly, then
recover. If I touched the cage or came
near, they began convulsing again.

When I arrived home I discovered
that most of the collection still had not
eaten much of the nectar. Now I'm real-
ly worried so I give them apple and
more medicated nectar. The next morn-
ing, a cool Sunday I will never forget, I
began my feeding routine and found
they had eaten about half the nectar. I
was horrified twenty minutes later to
hear a chattering lory begin to scream
and to see her fall from the perch in con-
vulsions. What was going on? I carried
her to the kitchen to be warmed and she
quickly recovered but within minutes I
hear the now familiar screaming begin
again. This time it’s a yellow streaked
and I catch her in the net before she hits
the ground. Already a dusky is starting
the same screaming and convulsing. I
had a stack of new nest boxes in the feed
room, waiting to be hung, so I quickly
began placing convulsing lories in them
to go to the kitchen. The next hour was
hell as my wife, Peg, and I tried to pre-
vent affected birds from hitting the
ground as they began the screaming. To
see our rare and beautiful favorites go
into shock one at a time was a traumatic
experience, to put it mildly.

I hurriedly placed a call to Ron
Johnson at Metrozoo and told him what
was happening. He confirmed my worst
fears, that Furacin is toxic to lories and
suggested I try to get Susan Clubb who
had had some experience with it. Lucki-



ly, I reached her and she helpfully told
me to get them warm, try to get them to
eat something and that was the best I
could do.

Lories are still falling outside and ’'m
not quite sure what to do next. I call
friends Ann and Don Hurst who come
running with extra extension cords and
heat lamps and lots of concern and
sympathy. We hurriedly set up an
emergency hospital room in a storage
shed for sixteen very sick lories. The
reactions of the survivors were strange
— convulsions of the worst kind would
begin with the slightest disturbance, so
that even feeding them was a problem.
Some would even become totally un-
conscious so you would think they
were surely dead this time. Within
minutes they would recover and begin
to eat immediately as though nothing
was wrong. All seemed ravenously
hungry and ate everything we gave
them.

The final toll: nine dead and ten more
showing the severe symptoms of con-
vulsing. These ten have now recovered
completely and show no signs of pro-
blems. We don’t know, of course, if any
permanent damage has been done but
all of them were part of our breeding
collection and we hope not.

I summarize with the following ad-
vice to lory lovers:

1. Be careful with the ingredients of
your nectar and with letting the nectar
stand for long periods in warm weather.
Remember that you have there a rich
culture medium that allows bacteria to
multiply at unbelieveable rates. Make
your nectar under the cleanest condi-
tions possible and be sure every dish is
scrubbed with hot water and/or clorox
solution before use.

2. Double check every medication
before you give it to your birds. Lories
seem to be different from most birds in
their reactions so be sure the prescrip-
tion is safe for lories. Obviously, never
give Furacin to lories.

3. Be careful about medicating the
nectar. They drink much more nectar
than water so the dosage is not the same.
(It seems like common sense now, after
my mistake.)

4. Help form an active lory society so
we can share our experiences and
publicize the idiosyncrasies and special
requirements of these wonderful birds.

I would rather be writing about my
breeding success with lories or some
rare species I have just acquired than the
traumalhave just described. IfI cansave
just one lory lover from experiencing
the same problem, however, the time
will have been well spent. ¢
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