This Gaucho Festival sponsored by the CITES Conference was beld on May 1st — an
Argentine national holiday. Those of you who know Jennings will notice him the back-
ground (seated directly in front of man standing at right in white shirt) dining with
U.S. Fish and Wildlife personnel.

CITES—

Fifth Conference
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EDITOR’S NOTE: The AFA was for-
tunate to have Jerry Jennings at the
CITES Conference beld this year in
Argentina. Jennings’ credentials suit
bhim very well for meeting and mingl-
ing with such an international body.
Jennings has a master’s degree in
business administration, has a degree
in law and is a member of the Califor-
nia State Bar; he speaks German,
Spanish and Portuguese, has military
experience as a naval officer, was and
still is a world traveller who is at home
in many countries all over the world
Jrom Africa to Asia to Europe and
South America. In addition, Jennings’
leadership in the AFA and his own bird
interests have enabled him to become
personally acquainted with many of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife personnel
and many of the leading ornithologists
and zoo curators who are involved
with CITES.

in Endangered Species (CITES) was held
in Buenos Aires, Argentina April 22 to
May 3, 1985. Of the 87 nations party to
the Convention, approximately 67
were on hand to decide the future
course of CITES and the fate of numerous
species of animals and plants.

During the course of deliberations,
a number of issues important to
aviculturists were examined. Perhaps
those of the greatest immediate impact
were the approval of proposals to move
the scarlet macaw and the Buffon's
macaw from Appendix II (threatened)
to Appendix I (endangered). This
change in status means that these
species will no longer be allowed to be
exported from the countries of origin
and no longer allowed importation into
the United States, except under CITES
permits issued by both the exporting
and importing countries. Under the
CITES rules, permits for Appendix I
species may notbe issued for *‘primarily
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commercial purposes.’”’ Permits may be
issued, however, for purposes such as
training, education, conservation, cap-
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tive breeding, and research.

Other shifts in species included the
transfer of the Jabiru stork from Appen-
dix II to Appendix I and the addition of
all species of cranes to Appendix II that
were not previously listed on Appendix
IT or Appendix L.

Perhaps the most unsettling aspect of
the changes in the Appendices is the re-
quirement that species be listed on Ap-
pendix I (endangered) only if they meet
the Bern criteria (regulations adopted in
Bern, Switzerland), which require
scientific data indicating that a species
population has declined to the point
that it is truly endangered. These data
are often hard to acquire, since popula-
tion studies have not previously been
carried out and the difficulty and cost of
doing so is prohibitive. With reference
to the Buffon’s macaw, the general
scientific consensus is that the species is
truly in trouble. However, the scarlet
macaw is generally considered to be in
trouble only in Central America. While
no specific data concerning South
American populations is available,
other than the fact a significant level of
trade exists in that species. There is con-
cern that the populations are unlikely to
continue to sustain such exports.
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Without a census, export levels may be
factors considered under the Bern
criteria, making a case for including this
species in Appendix I. Costa Rica, the
proponent, in their opening statement
on the issue admitted the scarlet fell
short of the Bern criteria; however,
since a previous proposal to list cranes
on Appendix II passed without meeting
those criteria, why shouldn’t their pro-
posal also pass? Who can argue with
such logic.

Perhaps the events described above
best illustrate the political nature of the
decision-making process, which is
overly infected with emotional rhetoric.
This inevitably proves a disservice to
the conservation movement, which
must incorporate the wise and effective
utilization of renewable wildlife
resources to succeed with the long-term
goals of preserving the world’s natural
heritage.

One of the potentially most significant
events of the CITES Conference was the
submission by Israel of a draft conven-
tion on the international humane treat-
ment of wildlife. This convention
would establish an international treaty
calling on signatory parties to adopt
rules prohibiting the “‘unnecessary cap-
ture or killing”” of all wildlife. Unneces-
sary is defined as no capturing or killing
except for the protection of property or
human life or for closely regulated pur-
poses. The proposed Articles of the
Convention would carefully regulate
shipping containers and holding
facilities, amongst other things and
would result in the end of the bird trade
on an international level and probably
on the national level, since treaty law,
under the U.S. Constitution, is the law
of the land.

Although the draft convention on
humane treatment did not receive a
hearing at CITES, its proponents are not
about to throw in the towel. We can ex-
pect to see it appear on another front. It
is quite apparent that A.F.A. supports
and must support the concept of the
proposed convention on humane treat-
ment of animals. It is also extremely im-
portant that the A.F.A. has input in the
process that ultimately determines the
final content of such a treaty. Many of
the supporters of this proposal are very
much opposed to the keeping of birds
by aviculturists and pet owners. What
they don’t understand is that birdkeep-
ing is not inherently inhumane. We
must, therefore, endeavor to ensure
that they are educated to the concept
that aviculture and the humane treat-
ment of birds are consistent.

An interesting aspect of the CITES

process, and one I did not expect to en-
counter, was the tremendous lobbying
effort conducted by numerous non-
governmental organizations (NGOs).
These groups, primarily anti-user
groups, put intense pressure on the
governmental delegations to vote the
“‘right way’’ on issues of concern to
these NGOs. The hottest issues of the
conference, perhaps, were the turtle
ranching proposals, to wit: to downlist
from App. I to II, captive reared en-
dangered green sea turtles. Efforts on
the part of the Center for Environ-
mental Education and the Defenders of
Wildlife included circulating numerous
documents opposing the proposals,
holding a cocktail party for delegates,
and personally speaking to most of the
delegations in a successful effort to
defeat the proposals.

The U.S. delegation’s position is
published in the Federal Register long
before the conference of the parties.
The process calls for proposals on ten-
tative positions, comments, and final
position publication. The U.S. position
on the scarlet macaw was published to
be in opposition to its listing on Appen-
dix I. However, when the issue was
debated, the U.S. refrained from com-
ment, and when the vote was taken, the
U.S. abstained.

The obvious lessons to be learned is
that one cannot rely on what one reads
in the Federal Register, and that the
proper pressure applied at the con-
ferences can significantly alter the out-
come. It is with that in mind that I
strongly urge that the A.F.A. continue to
participate in CITES not only by attend-
ing the conferences, but by engaging in
the input process when proposals come
up for comment in the Federal Register,
by establishing a working relationship
with the CITES Secretariat (as PIJAC has
done), and by joining the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN). The greater the input avicultur-
ists have, the more likely we shall see ra-
tional regulation of trade.

Footnote: As an indication of the
great concern for the compliance with
CITES and the effort to protect threaten-
ed and endangered species, Bolivia was
strongly reprimanded by its Latin
American neighbors for failure to
adhere to CITES permit requirements
and for its unwillingness to curtail the il-
legal trade in birds smuggled from Brazil
into Bolivia for re-export. This repri-
mand was subscribed to by all the par-
ties at the Conference — not only regar-
dingbirds but for illegal trade in caimans
and other wildlife coming out of Brazil. @
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144 pages—150 illustrations
8" x 11”"—$13.95 pre-publication

Summary of the Contents

THE AVIARY: Accommodation — Outdoor and Indoor
Aviaries; Location; Security; Amenities; Aviary as a Room
Feature; Plants; The Equipment Needed for Bird Care and
Aviary Maintenance. FEEDING: Detailed Diet Requirements
of Seedeating and Softbill Species. BREEDING: Stages in
Breeding; Pairing; Courtship and Display; Nesting Sites;
Rearing Healthy Chicks; Foster Parents; Hand Rearing;
Close and Split Ringing. Alphabetical Guide to Most
Common AILMENTS; Treatment Methods; First Aid; Hospital
Cages. EXHIBITING AND PHOTOGRAPHING BIRDS with
Sound Advice on How Best to Enjoy Both. HOW TO SELECT
COMPATIBLE BIRDS with 8 Symbol-Coded Groups to Help
You Choose Wisely. UNUSUAL SPECIES FOR A MIXED
COLLECTION — 14 Challenging Possibilities With Special
Needs. GLOSSARY. INDEX. Altogether Covers 85 Species.

THE HOME AVIARY is for many the epitome of bird keeping,
making possible all the pleasure we have birds for. Now a
splendid, new guide spotlights this facet of aviculture in a
treatment as beautiful as birds themselves.

BIRDS—A GUIDE TO A MIXED COLLECTION, by Irene
Christie, speaks to new and prospective hobbyists and to
veteran fanciers alike, providing valuable guidance for all on
everything to do with keeping a thriving aviary and what
species of birds to stock it with. The big, 8" x 11" format
allows a presentation as stunning as the text is helpful. In 144
pages, you'll find 100 crisp black and white photos and
helpful drawings and 50 gorgeous color portraits so lifelike
they virtually leap from the page.

The peerless text abounds with valuable advice on
outdoor and indoor aviaries. Design, location, safety and
comfort features—even using an aviary as interior decor are
included. This chapter also features equipment main-
tenance, the role of plants and much more.

Chapters on Feeding, Breeding and Ailments furnish a
wealth of “must read” wisdom for the aspiring bird enthusi-
ast. The chapter on Exhibiting and Photographing Birds
opens new avenues of aviculture to explore and enjoy.

Eight “compatibility groups” are described to help you
make the right choices, and each group is symbol-coded for
instant cross-reference. Over 70 species suitable to mixed
collections are alphabetically listed with 14 other more
exotic birds presented separately. A Glossary and Index
make this beautiful book most convenient to use.

With a Foreword by the renowned Rosemary Low and Ken
Denham acting as consulting Editor, BIRDS—A GUIDE TO A
MIXED COLLECTION brings together three of the world’s
finest avian authorities. This wonderful book is also an
amazing bargain at the pre-publicaton price of $13.95. Act
fast, though, as this price will soon be increased. Order now
and enjoy a truly helpful reference on your special hobby.

Mail Your Order Today! Money Back Guarantee!

HOWELL BOOK HOUSE INC. wB :
230 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10169

Please rush me ____ copy(ies) of BIRDS — A GUIDE TO A
MIXED COLLECTION. | enclose $13.95 per copy plus $1.25
for postage and handling and understand that | may return my
purchase for full refund if not satisfied. (N.Y. residents, please
add sales tax.)
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