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In Delacour's Pheasants of the
World, seventeen pages are devoted to
the junglefowls and William Beebe's
Pheasants contains fifteen pages on
them, so you see, folks, that is no ordi
nary chicken on the front cover. It is a
broody red junglehen. The red jungle
fowl is probably the single most impor
tant avian species in the history of man.
Delacour lists four distinct species of
junglefowls but maintains that all
domestic breeds of poultry are
descended from the red, Gallusgallus.
The red junglefowl subspecies range
from northwestern India through
Assam, Burma, Malaya, east to Indo
China and the extreme south of China.

The wild junglefowl is an outstand
ing game bird, wary, cunning and
strong, according to Delacour, and its
flesh is excellent for the table. It has not
much been considered as a game bird
probably due to its close resemblance
to domestic barnyard fowl. The ring
necked pheasants, on the other hand,
have been established as game birds all
across Europe and north America.

]unglefowls are inhabitants of warm
countries in Asia and the Pacific. They
live in small flocks or family groups
most of the year with one cock keeping
several hens. All male pheasants are
protective and pugnacious being very
inclined to do battle with an intruding
cock. The junglefowl cocks are among
the most violent and vicious of the
pheasant genera and it is this trait that
has produced the domestic fighting
cocks that are so popular in many parts
of the world. Even here in California
many fighting birds are bought and
sold at prices that would raise the
eyebrows of any parrot breeder. Even
though cock fighting is illegal here
many fights occur and, regrettably,
much money is wagered.

]unglefowls in captivity are easy to
keep. Their constant need for scratch
ing, however, demands rather large

aviaries as they will totally destroy the
grass in smaller pens. At Cleres, France,
Delacour was very successful keeping
junglefowls in large enclosures along
with other pheasants such as trago
pans, monals, argus, and eared
pheasants. The various species never
objected to the junglefowl's presence
and the junglefowl never interfered
with the larger pheasants.

There is a distinct difference be
tween the wild junglefowl and its
domesticated descendants. The dif
ferences in appearance and behavior
have been eloquently described by
William Beebe who wrote, " ... the
pair of birds which arrived at the
London Zoo in 1912 were almost the
first real wild ]unglefowl I have ever
seen in captivity. Dignity was absent;
the carriage was that of an untamable
leopard; low-hung tail, slightly bent
legs; heads low, always intent, listen
ing, watching; almost never motion
less, but winding in and out of the
shrubbery, striving to put every leaf
possible between themselves and the
observer! To my mind, they fulfilled
every ancestral requirement much
more satisfactorily than the usual
]unglefowl type. It would take more
than one generation to tame them.
They were wild as the pheasants of the
Himalayas. Dignity and high-bred car
riage they doubtless had, but it was
reserved for their kind; for the combats
and the courtships of their own haunts,
not struttings and steppings while
mankind looked on. "

Unfortunately, at present, I don't see
much interest in the various wild
junglefowls. They are wonderful wild
birds and deserve the close attention
that many pheasant breeders are giving
to the junglefowl's more exotic
relatives. Let's hope this situation
remedies itself and the various species
of junglefowls take their rightful place
in aviculture.•
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Have you thought about maxi

mizing the enjoyment of your
unique and expensive collection of
birds? If you haven't then it's time
to discover something that will
make birds and bird lovers happy
for many years to come. Enjoy
ment like a swimming pool except
at a fraction of the cost.

Our aviaries will transform any
back yard into an attractive show
place where family and friends can
enjoy countless hours of watching
your birds or pets move around
freely in the sanctuary of a spa
cious aviary.

Modular in design and con
structed of metal with a powder
coating finish that's baked in a fur
nace at 400 0 to provide years of
maintenance free stability.

Our standard model is octag
onal, however, we can custom
build an aviary to your sketch or
specifications, Le., square, hex
agonal or-even to resemble Notre
Dame, Westminster Abbey or the
Capitol. You specify the limits,
sixty square feet or several
hundred.

Remember, it's use is only
limited to your imagination since it
can be utilized for all types of pets.
Just specify the strength of screen
wire you desire.

Our units are shipped as com
plete kits. Our standard model can
be assembled by two people in ap
proximately three hours or we can
send our team to your location.
Quotes on request.

To place an order or for more in
formation, please call or write to
Lido Specialties.
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