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Interior Secretary
Hodel Announces
Purchase of Arizona
Ranch for
Endangered Quail

Secretary of the Interior Donald
Hodel today announced that the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service will buy the
Buenos Aires Ranch near Tucson,
Arizona, as a national wildlife refuge for
the endangered masked bobwhite quail.
The purchase price is expected to be $9
million.

“Under the Endangered Species Act,
the Department of the Interior has 2
responsibility to seek to bring about the
recovery of species that have been listed
as endangered or threatened;’ Secretary
Hodel said. **“The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service believes that Buenos Aires
Ranch is the only place in the United
States providing suitable habitat for the
masked bobwhite quail. Based upon
this view, Congress directed the ac-
quisition of the ranch as a national
wildlife refuge’”’

The masked bobwhite is a black-
headed quail that formerly ranged from
north-central Mexico into southern
Arizona. Due to the destruction of its
habitat, the bird is no longer known to
occur in the wild in the United States,
although small numbers survive in
Mexico. The masked bobwhite was
placed on the U.S. Endangered Species
List in 1969 and is also listed as en-

dangered in Mexico.

The Fish and Wildlife Service has
been successfully breeding masked bob-
white quail in captivity at its Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center in Laurel,
Maryland, for a number of years.
Captive-raised quail will be released on
the Buenos Aires Ranch in an effort to
reestablish a self-sustaining wild
population of this species in the United
States.

The refuge acquisition includes pur-
chase of 21,258 acres of private land
that form the heart of the ranch, as well
as the ranch’s grazing rights to 90,191
acres of State land. The Service will also
conclude management agreements for
another 7,245 acres of grazing lands
now managed by other Federal agen-
cies. The entire 118,694 acres will be
managed as a unit of the National
Wildlife Refuge System. The Fish and
Wildlife Service will develop a long-
term master plan to determine the best
possible uses and management for the
refuge. The plan, which takes about
two years to complete, will consider
such activities as hunting, fishing, graz-
ing, wildlife observation, hiking, and
bee-keeping to determine their com-
patibility with the management of the
refuge for masked bobwhite quail. e

THE BEST FOR LESS
Mealworms are easy to eat! Birds Love ‘em!

(213) 635-1494

MEALWORM COUNT
(per dozen units)
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THE EXACT PRESCRIPTION FOR A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER, CONTENTED BIRD.

RAINBOW MEALWORMS contain 12 of the 16 elements that are found in
living tissue and rich in vitamins A and B. Natural vitamin A is essential to
your birds nutrition and growth. Vitamin B is required to maintain the
nervous system,

RAINBOW MEALWORMS are a living food, clean and odorless. They
should be kept under refrigeration at 40° to 48° (but not necessary). At
this temperature they become dormant and maintain perfect condition for
several months.
RAINBOW MEALWORMS are graded in four sizes for your conveniences:
SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE, and MIXED. Each and every worm is fresh
and lively. No need for sorting or sifting. We guarantee 10% or more over-
count per measure.

PROMPT SHIPMENT ALL YEAR AROQUND.
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE ARE ENCLOSED WITH FIRST ORDER.

BULK WHOLESALE PRICES

1,000 ... .. $3.75 5,000
$4.92 2,000 ...... 6.95 10,000
7.56 3,000 ...... 8.90 20,000

California Residents
add 6% Sales Tax.
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