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Wild crimson rosellas, one mature, the
other immature.

Dhber crested cockatoos.
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Australian
Aviculture '85

by Lisa and Ernie Colaizzi
Irving, Texas

Most business associates, friends,
and fellow aviculturists reacted alike
when learning of our upcoming trip to
Australia, ‘“We envy everything but the
long flight.”” We were much too ex-
cited, though, to worry about a 25
hour plane ride from Dallas to
Melbourne.

The Australian Federation of
Aviculture, their own ‘“‘AFA,” holds a
convention every other year. This year
the third national convention was held
in May at Monash University in
Melbourne. Aviculture '85 ‘‘Conserva-
tion on the Wing’’ was the theme.

Although much smaller than our
own AFA, the Australian organization’s
meeting attracted almost 400 serious
aviculturists from all over Australia as

ith a visitor admiring their bybrid galah/ sul-

well as from New Zealand, England,
the USA, and Canada. We never ceased
to be amazed at the sincerity and
politeness of this group of aviculturists
and we were delighted with their will-
ingness to share knowledge and ideas.

“Involvement’’ as well as conserva-
tion could well have been the conven-
tion theme. It was surely the goal of the
planning committee. From start to
finish we found little or no time for any
extraneous activities. The schedule of
events went much like this: Friday
morning was the exhibit set up; Friday
afternoon there was a tour of the
Melbourne zoo and aviaries; Friday
evening was devoted to opening
ceremonies and registration followed
by a social time with refreshments;
Saturday was filled with lectures and
exhibits followed in the evening by the
gala event—dinner, dancing, and
entertainment; Sunday was devoted to
lectures, exhibits, and a wonderful
bird display; Monday contained more
lectures and exhibits and ended with
the closing ceremonies and awards; for
those who remained after the official
end of the convention, Tuesday was
taken up with all-day tours of
Healesville Sanctuary and two private
aviaries. The whole convention
demanded full-time involvement and
we loved it.

To back up a little bit, we arrived in
Melbourne Tuesday morning not
knowing quite what to expect. As you
can well imagine, the unexpected hap-
pened. After all our effort and expense,
after 25 hours flying time, plane
changes, and lay-overs, all the while
worrying about our products for
display at the convention, after all this,
we were informed that Australian
Customs officers had confiscated all
the products. To make matters worse,
we learned that our reservations had
been incorrectly recorded and no
rooms in the hotel were available.
What to do?

We were disappointed but not
discouraged. Fortunately, Max
Thomas, who had been so helpful in
our early planning, came to the rescue
and our luck changed from bad to out-
standing. Max, a member of the con-
vention planning committee, got on
the phone and after several calls
located a room. It was not quite so con-
veniently located but rooms were
scarce. Now politeness and trust ran
rampant. We were not required to
register, pre-pay, or even produce a
charge card. When we inquired abouta
bank where we could exchange cur-
rency, we were promptly given
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE

Dedicated to conservation of bird wildlife through encouragement of
captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

African Love Bird Society American Budgerigar Society, Inc.
American Pigeon Fanciers' Council

American Cockatiel Society, Inc.
American Racing Pigeon Union, Inc.

British Columbia Avicultural Society Canadian Parrot Association National Cockatiel Society
National Finch Society  Southeastern Aviculturists Association

ALABAMA
Central Alabama Avicuiture Society

ARIZONA

Arizona Aviculture Society
Arizona Budgerigar Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson
The Seed Crackers

CALIFORNIA

American Canary Fanciers
Association

Antelope Valley Bird Society

Aviary Association of Kern

Avicultural Association of
San Francisco

Budgerigar Research Association

Butte County Bird Club

California Game Breeders’
Association

Capitol City Bird Society

Central California Cage Bird Club

Contra Costa Avian Society

Exotic Bird Breeders Association

Exotic Hookbill Society

Finch Society of San Diego County

Foorthill Bird Fanciers

Fresno Canary and Finch Club

Golden Gate Avian Society

Golden West Game Breeders and
Bird Club. Inc.

Great Western Budgerigar
Society, Inc.

Hookbill Hobbyists of Southern
California

Humboldt Cage Bird Society

Inland Game Bird Breeders

Long Beach Bird Breeders

Norco Valley Bird Breeders

North County Aviculturists

Northern California Budgerigar
Society

Nu-Color Bird Association

Orange County Bird Breeders

Redwood Budgie Hobbyists

San Diego County Bird Breeders
Association

San Diego County Canary Club

San Gabriel Valley Parakeet
Association

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic
Bird Ciub

South Bay Bird Club

South Coast Finch Society

Tri City Budgerigar Society

Valley of Paradise Bird Club

Ventura County Bird Club

West Valley Bird Society

Western Bird Breeders Society

COLORADO

Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, Inc.

CONNECTICUT

Connecticut Association for
Aviculture, Inc.

Animal Exchange, Rockville, MD  Pritchard Bookk
Southeast Aviaries, Alexandria, VA Luv-Them-

MEMBER CLUBS

FLORIDA

Aviary & Cage Bird Society of
South Florida

Central Florida Bird Breeders

Feathered Friends of Florida
Avian Society

Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club, Inc.

Greater Brandon Avian Society

Greater Jacksonville Avicultural
Society, Inc.

Greater Miami Avicultural
Society, Inc.

Polk County Avicultural Society

Suncoast Avian Society

Sunshine State Cage Bird
Society, Inc.

GEORGIA

Georgia Cage Bird Society

Greater Middle Georgia
Cage Bird Socety

IOWA

Mid-America Cage Bird Society

ILLINOIS

Greater Chicago Cage Bird
Club, Inc.

KANSAS
Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.

KENTUCKY
Kentuckiana Bird Society

LOUISIANA
Gulf South Bird Club

MARYLAND
Baltimore Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.

MASSACHUSETTS

Exotic Cage Birds of New England

The Boston Society for
Aviculture, Inc.

Western New England Cage Bird
Society

MICHIGAN

Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club

Mid-West Canary Club, Inc.

Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc.

MINNESOTA

Minnesota Cage Bird Association

North Star Parrot Breeders Society

MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Budgerigar Society

MISSOURI

Greater Kansas City Avicultural
Society

Heart of America Parrot Society

Missouri Cage Bird Association

NEBRASKA

Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society

NEVADA

Northern Nevada Cage Bird Society

Vegas Valley Caged Birds
Association

COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

NEW HAMPSHIRE
New Hampshire Avicultural S$ociety

NEW YORK

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association

The Greater Rochester Hookbill
Association

Rochester Cage Bird Club

NORTH CAROLINA
Carolina Avicultural Society
Smoky Mountain Cage Bird Society
OHIO
Central Ohio Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Cleveland Canary & Cage Bird Club
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club
Mid-American Exotic Bird
Society, Inc.
OREGON
Columbia Canary Club
Emerald Exotic Bird Society
Exotic Bird Club of Oregon
Northwest Bird Club
Northwest Pigeon Fanciers
Association
PENNSYLVANIA
Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
Delaware Valley Bird Club
The Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird
Society
York Area Pet Bird Club
TENNESSEE
Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club

TEXAS

Alamo Exhibition Bird Club

Capital City Cage Bird Club

Dallas Cage Bird Society

Fort Worth Bird Club

Gulf Coast Aviculture Association

North Texas Cockatiel Club

Williamson County Bird Breeders
Association

UTAH
Avicultural Society of Utah

VIRGINIA

Commonwealth Avicultural Society
National Capital Bird Club

Parrot Breeders Association
Peninsula Cage Bird Society
Virginia Ornamental Bird Society

WASHINGTON

Avicultural Society of Puget Sound
Northwest Aviculture Society
Northwest Exotic Bird Society
Washington Budgerigar Society, Inc.
WEST VIRGINIA

Tri-State Cage Bird Fanciers
WISCONSIN

North Star Parrot Breeders Society
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.

r eeping Service, El Cajon, CA
Birds, Miami, FL  Valentine Equipment Co., Hinsdale, IL

Nekton U.S.A., Inc., St. Petersburg, FL Rainbow Bird Ranch, Asheboro, NC
Kellogg, Inc., Milwaukee, W1 Birds of a Feather, Santa Rosa, CA Sandy Creek Farm, Sarasota, FL

Fins, Furs, 'N Feathers, Boca Raton, FL. Mason's Exotic Bird Services, San Bruno, CA

For information about contacting any of these member clubs,
please call that club’s closest state coordinator. There is a
state coordinator listing with phone numbers elsewhere in this publication.
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$100.00 Australian to hold us over
until we could get to the bank. I doubt
if all motels are so trusting but the
Burwood East Motel definitely has our
recommendation.

The next morning found us back at
customs prepared to beg, plead, cry, or
do anything necessary to get our prod-
ucts released. We didn’t even have a
chance to go through our routine. We
were asked to wait fifteen minutes
while paperwork was processed, pay
an import duty of about $23.00 and
our products were cheerfully re-
turned. Things were looking up.

With everything finally fixed up we
spent Friday afternoon visiting the
Melbourne Zoo where we had our first
real look at rare black cockatoos. Pairs
of red-tails, white-tails, yellow-tails,
and gang-gangs left us in awe while the
local Australians viewed them with as
much enthusiasm as we would have for
a cage of sparrows. Birds the
Australians took for granted had
brought us thousands of miles. We had
come to see cockatoos and this was
only the beginning!

One question on our mind was,
‘“Can we bring cockatoos with us
when we return to the States?”’ The
answer was simple. Australian law says
basically ‘‘nothing in and nothing
out.” The borders have been closed for
almost 40 years. We expected to see
much the same birdlife in Australian
aviaries as we saw in American aviaries
with the addition of lots of rare
cockatoos. We soon learned that birds
not native to Australia were quite rare.
Virtually no Amazon parrots were in
Australia and very few Australians
could correctly identify Otis, our
double-yellow headed Amazon. There
were several pairs of blue and gold
macaws around and Australia even has
Hyacinth macaws—two to be exact, at
separate Zoos.

The prices of birds caught us com-
pletely off guard also. Blue and gold
macaws are $8000.00 each. A pair of
African greys cost $4500.00. Most
non-Australian birds were about ten
times more expensive than in the USA.
On the other hand, the prices of
Australian cockatoos — sit down,
please — are less than the price of most
cockatiels. A pet shop owner told us
prices varied by the season. Christmas
time drew the highest prices — aviary-
bred handfed greater sulpher-crested
““cockies’’ brought about $60.00 retail.
The rest of the year $20.00 was an
average price. Rose-breasted cocka-
toos sold for about $15.00 to $20.00
each and wholesale could go as low as



$3.00 each. And, yes, the rumors are
true, the galahs are shot in Australia as
pests. If ever anything can be done to

change Australiap policy, we implore Y or ‘N\O‘
you, p{e?se help in any way you can. 1985 OFFICERS
No visit to Australia would be com- LEE PHILLIPS/President

CLIFTON WITT/Legésiative Vice President
PHILLIS K. MARTIN/ Ist Vice President TOM C. MARSHALL/2nd Vice President
HUBERT MORRIS/Chief Financial Officer JACQUELINE M. SPELL/Corresponding Secretary
LORENE CLUBB/Executive Secretary
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS
Linda Rubin/Northeastern ® William C. Wilson/Mideastern * Ray H. Rudisill/Central ® George Hilder/Soutbeastern
Davis A. Koffron/Westersn ® James H. Coffman/Northern California * Aletta M. Long/Southern California

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON
Clifton Witt (301) 774-0303

STATE and REGIONAL COORDINATOR
Ray H. Rudisill (314) 645-6757

plete without seeing cockatoos in the
wild. Our gracious hosts, Max and
Barbara Thomas, took us out for a look
and unknown to them, supplied us
with one of the most inspiring sights of
our lives. While visiting Sid and Jack
Smith at their aviaries we were en-
thralled by a pair of galah/sulpher
crested hybrids. We were told that
such hybrids were not uncommon in
the wild. As we admired the captive
birds, small groups of wild galahs
began gathering in the surrounding
trees. Soon a group of 40 to 50 were
feeding on the ground very near us.

REGIONAL COORDINATORS

NORTHEASTERN
Tim Dahle (301) 760-4620

CENTRAL
Garrie Landry (318) 828-5957
SOUTHEASTERN
Steve Silver (904) 775-8057

WESTERN
Jeff L. Wigginton (206) 939-8267

MID-EASTERN
Craig Hendee (312) 724-2578

CALIFORNIA
Patricia Barbera (707) 996-4266

Jack and Sid were greatly amused when
we commented, ‘‘A hundred thousand
dollars on the wing.”” They said they’d
gladly trade several hundred *‘pinks”
for one pair of African greys.
Wednesday was spent touring the
local countryside with Max and
Barbara Thomas. At nearby Sherbrook
Forest Park we were constantly treated
to frequent visits of crimson rosellas
openly feeding at roadside campsites.
Later, toward sunset, we had another
very inspiring sight. We saw wild
sulpher-crested cockatoos, the
Galerita galerita sometimes called
greater. At first they could be heard in
the distance and as their screeching
calls came closer we caught a glimpse
of white and yellow through the trees.
Louder and more frequent came their
calls until several of these large
cockatoos perched right above us in
the trees. Their comical antics of head
bobbing, crest raising, and wing flaring
entertained us until they launched into
screeching flight. It was as if they
wanted every living creature to know
they were present. Any creature with
ears definitely knew. We observed the
cockatoos until dark and only then
were able to pull ourselves away. To
see this sight had been our dream for a
long time and now it’s a dream come
true. It is a dream we hope to experi-
ence again and again in the future.
The Australian aviculturists are
warm and wonderful people and were
very gracious hosts. Those who make
the trip to the USA are very deserving
of our best efforts. As members of the
American Federation of Aviculture, it
was very inspiring to span the thou-
sands of miles and share the experi-
ences of the members of the Australian
Federation of Aviculture. @

ALABAMA
Lorene Clibb (205) 857-3817

ALASKA

ARIZONA
Mickey Olison (602) 939-1003

CALIFORNIA (north)
Jim $mith (916) 534-1505

CALIFORNIA (central)
Hank Johnson (209) 233-3322

CALIFORNIA (south)
Dick Schroeder (213) 645-5842

COLORADO
Kevin Wirick (303) 623-5959

CONNECTICUT
Walter ). Willoughby (203) 528-7296

DELAWARE
Diane Korolog (302) 731-0170

FLORIDA
Mrs. M. Simmons (305) 772-2632

GEORGIA
Christer Jonsson (404) 344-0816

HAWAII
Richard Hart (808) 239-8146

ILLINOIS

INDIANA

IOWA
Ted Pulla (515) 225-0302

KANSAS
John R. Stocker (316) 788-6552

KENTUCKY
Dr. Thomas B. Angel, Jr. (606) 371-4929

STATE COORDINATORS

LOUISIANA
John €. Lawrence (504) 343-2622

MAINE
Archie Fairbrother (207) 394-2252

MARYLAND
Ro Dahle (301) 551-6967

MASSACHUSETTS
Gary Lilienthal (617) 542-7070

MICHIGAN
Glen Pace (313) 785-0757

MINNESOTA
Carol Schmitz (612) 890-6164

MISSISSIPPI
James Duroy (601) 625-7262

MISSOURI
Eileen Karius (314) 351-2580

MONTANA
G. Allan Taylor (406) 587-3338

NEBRASKA
Robert G. Travnicek (402) 821-2490

NEVADA

NEW HAMPSHIRE
F. Lawrence Brandt (603) 642-5074

NEW JERSEY
Terry Veraldo (201) 447-3378

NEW MEXICO

NEW YORK
Arthur Freud (516) 265-6479

NORTH CAROLINA
Mike Miller (919) 848-7770

NORTH DAKOTA/SOUTH DAKOTA
Carol Hamilton (605) 535-2541

SCHEDULE FOR AFA

OHIO

OKLAHOMA
Dr. Roger W. Harlin (405) 636-1484

OREGON
Kay Mahi (503) 543-6042

PENNSYLVANIA
Bill Lumley (717) 234-0732

SOUTH CAROLINA
Jerry Sanders (803) 578-6541

TENNESSEE
Don Warmbrod (901) 685-5261

TEXAS
Karen Bookout (713) 864-9759

UTAH
Rex Kennedy (801) 571-6183

VERMONT
Heather J. Beck (802) 948-2371

VIRGINIA
Carole Wheeler (703) 323-5048

WASHINGTON
Joe Longo (206) 631-4245

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Ruth Hanessian (301) 424-PETS

WEST VIRGINIA
Patty Knoblauch (304) 725-5601

WISCONSIN
John Nero (414) 499-9013

WYOMING
Jerry Youmans (307) 237-9564

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
Mark these dates and plan to attend!

August 6 thru 10, 1986

New Orleans, Louisiana — Fairmont Hotet

12th Annual Convention
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