
by Jerry Jennings
Woodland Hills, California

of the Marsh. Today, peoples of the
Orient recognize in them the spirit of
happiness, fidelity, and longevity.

Reverence alone, unfortunately, has
not been enough to sustain the world's
crane populations in the wake of
mankind's rapaciOUS lust for land and
resources. Squeezed into ever-shrinking
habitat reserves, nearly half of the ftfteen
species ofcranes are presently threatened

AFA Visits ...

International
Crane Foundation

One ofthe lofty goals ofcaptive breeding has been met. George Arcbibald is shown
with a box ofendangered Siberian crane eggs being sent back to the U.S.S.R. for
restocking or captive rearing.

Revered in art and literature for
thousands of years, cranes in their
elegance and grace symbolize man's
affinity for nature, and his precarious
relationship with the natural environ­
ment is reflected in their precipitous
decline. So awed by cranes were ancient
and primitive peoples that they imbued
them with divine qualities, while the
aboriginies of]apan saw them as the God
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or endangered, qualifying the family
Gruiidae as one of the most pressured
groups of birds on earth.

Since man has largely been responsible
for their decline, it is only fitting he
assume the responsibility for their sur­
vival. Among those raLLying to this
challenging cause has been the Interna­
tional Crane Foundation (ICF), founded
in 1973 by Dr. George Archibald and Ron
Sauey on the 65 acre Sauey family farm
near Baraboo, Wisconsin.

The ICF has pursued a multi­
dimensional program of scientific re­
search, captive propagation, education,
and preservation of crane habitats world­
wide. In these efforts they have made
great strides.

Since 1973 ICF has bred 13 of the
world's cranes and has a current popu­
lation of over 130 birds. Their efforts
would not have succeeded without the
patience and imagination of the ICF
aviculture staff, who have attempted to
simulate the natural environments of
their subjects. To reproduce the hooded
crane, for example, the staff placed
floodlights atop the pens turning them
on at night to simulate the Midnight Sun
that occurs in the hooded's northern
latitude habitat in the Soviet nion.
Results: the first hooded bred in captivity
in 1976.

lCF's captive propagation program
has received the support of numerous
individuals and organizations who have
donated financial aid, birds, and advice.
The World Wildlife Fund-US has under­
written the care and propagation of
Siberian cranes, one of - if not THE ­
rarest of cranes, and the Johnson Wax
Foundation andJohnson-Japan have sup­
ported the red crowned crane (aka Man­
churian crane; Japanese crane) breeding
program.

ICF has not ignored North America's
indigenous species, devoting con­
siderable attention to the plight of the
whooping crane, whose population had
dwindled to a handful of survivors by the
1950s. In a much-publicized effort to
induce their captive female, Tex, to
breed, Dr. Archibald donned white cape
and red cap to dance the nuptial display
of whoopers. The results would have
astounded the likes of Fred Astaire; for
Tex, who was imprinted on humans, was
enticed into accepting artificial insemi­
nation. (Ginger Rogers look out, where­
ever you are!)

Perhaps more noteworthy has been

the success of ICF's international efforts
to identify and preserve crane habitats.
Acting in concert with the China
Ministry of Forestry, the Iran Department
of the Environment, the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, and the SSR Ministry
of Agriculture, the ICF has helped these
agencies and the governments they
represent to set aside critical habitats for
wintering and breeding grounds, some
of which were unknown until recently.
For example, in 1972 Dr. Archibald in
company with Professor Hiroyuki
Masatomi and Dr. Tamaka Kitagawa suc­
cessfully discovered the nesting grounds
of the red-crowned cranes on Hokkaido
Oapan) from the air, while searching the
marshlands in a small fixed-wing aircraft.

Two years later at the Korean demilita­
rized zone, north of Seoul, Dr. Archibald
observed 1500 white naped cranes
wading in wetlands only 19 miles from a
city of eight million people. Left unde­
veloped as an invasion route in the event
of war, this area has subsequently been
set aside as a national monument, thanks
in part to Dr. Archibald's efforts, the
efforts of local ornithologists, and an
effective media campaign.

Cooperation between the ICF and the
governments of China, Japan, India,
Iran, and the Soviet nion have pro­
duced international success stories not
often witnessed in other fields of
endeavor. ICF will continue to grow and
move forward in the decade ahead. A
proposal is on the drawing board to
make the red-crowned crane a contem­
porary symbol of good fortune by
bringing China, North and South Korea,
Japan and the USSR together in a cooper­
ative program for their recovery. Such
efforts emphasize the common interests
of men of all nations and minimizes their
differences, perhaps a portent ofa future
where people can learn to live together
in peace.

You may follow the course ofevents as
they develop in the crusade to save the
world's cranes by joining the ICF for as
little as 15 per year. As a member, you
will receive their quarterly newsletter,
the "Bugle" and wiLL have the satis­
faction of being a partiCipant in this
exciting cause. For futher information,
please contact the International Crane
Foundation, City View Road, Baraboo,
WI 53913 and when you are in Wis­
consin, stop in for a visit - the only
place in the world where you will see so
many crane species under one roof.

Continued on page 28
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White-naped crane
(Grus vipio) ,

White-naped crane
(Grus viPio)

Siberian white cranes
(Grus leucogeranus)}

a very endangered species.

Wheel shaped crane yards. The hub at the center serves as shelter
while the ((spokes" are longpens extending outfrom the hub.

Sauey Farm} thefirst home ofthe International Crane Foundation

Grus americana} the well-publicized whooping crane
ofNorth America.
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Editor' ote: SinceJenning wrote this
article in 1983 the International Crane
Foundation ha acquired the black­
necked crane (Crus nigricollis), which
completes their collection of all 15
species of cranes.•

These cranes (Grus japonensis) are known variously as Manchurian orJapanese cranes.
Author at right.

Manchurian or
Japanese cranes.
(Grus japonensis)

The Avian Theatre Company
presents

The Aviary Story
After months of working with nine finches in five separate cage in our

dining room, we decided to design and build an aviary for our birds. We
wanted simplidty, beauty, some portability and as natural an envirorunent
as possible. The result of that design is the walk-in handcrafted hardwood
aviary shown.

This' Beverly Hills" model is equipped with tropical plants, a water­
fall that the birds bathe in and drink from, and numerous natural wood
perches. We have provided a nesting area for our birds that wish to breed;
two handsome porcelain food dishes have replaced the original nine, and
our birds fly and sing all day long.

The aviary exceeded our expectations in reducing the maintenance
problem to an easily managed level. In addition, it is even more beautiful
than we expected. We were so pleased with the design we have created
smaller versions with expandability options for you.

Our unique design allows two people to set up our largest aviary
qUickly and easily. We will ship complete with options such as a waterfall
and all the instructions and advice you will need to set up and maintain
your tropical rainforest environment.

Walk-in models:
7 '12 'high X 6' long x 2 %' wide 5' high x 6' long x 2 %' wide
7 '12' Wgh x 3'long x 2 '12' wide 5' high x 3'long x 2 '12' wide

Tabletop model:
2 %' high x 3'long x 2 '12' wide

All models are shipped unassembled. Also ask us about our parrot
playground. It will be available soon. Send SASE (business size) for

complete information or call

(813) 746-7434
The Avian Theatre Company

1714 Sixth Avenue West
Bradenton, Florida 33505
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