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Can aviculture accept change? Can
aviculturists accept change even when
it may be brought about by causes far
beyond the control of aviculturists,
either individually or collectively?
Destruction of rain forests the world
over is having deadly effects on birdlife.
Entire species of highly-prized birds are
endangered, or even worse, threatened
with extinction. At the same time
importation of birds into the United
States appears to be on the increase and
it isn't hard to find someone who will
condemn "the rapacious bird trade" for
ALL of the reductions in bird popu
lations in far distant lands. Will avicul
turists continue to keep their activities,
knowledge, abilities and scientific
accomplishments more or less to them
selves? Or will aviculturists step out and
let the non-avicultural community
know of the work they have done to
perpetuate avian species? Answers to
these questions may well determine the
future course of the avian world, as well
as the ability of aviculturists to continue
with their work.

It is my own feeling that aviculturists
are not only selling themselves short,
they are not, in fact, even telling the
world what aviculture is about and
what it has accomplished. Aviculturists
come in many different sizes and
shapes. They have varied interests
ranging from a single pet canary to
highly scientific aviary activities
resulting in successful breeding of many
endangered species.

For the most part, aviculturists tend
to talk only to aviculturists about their
activities. They write few papers of
scientific nature for perusal by ornithol
ogists and other scientists who may be
interested. In some instances avicul
turists have (seemingly) taken a back
seat to the university community. The
end result is that many university
trained ornithologists and other
scientists hold aviculture in generally
low repute.

Reasons for the scientific community
to write and publish information about
their work are easy to find. Scientists in

a university setting have a saying:
"publish or perish:' Aviculturists have
few incentives to take the time and exert
the effort to write scientific type papers
detailing the knowledge, and successes,
they might have had in their avian
activities. To many very knowledgeable
aviculturists the mere thought of
writing a paper on some part of their
expertise is enough to give a big case of
the screaming meemies.

So there is a difference between the
university community and the avicul
tural community. The scientist in the
university setting achieves "something"
as a reward for writing while the avicul
turist receives literally nothing for his or
her writings. Differences between the
ornithologist, scientist and the avicul
turist are many. These differences
should NOT be used as a way to separate
or denigrate the aviculturist but should
be used instead to build relationships,
knowledge and understanding. They
should be used to bring about a sharing
of knowledge. They should enable the
scientist and the aviculturist to better
communicate, all with an eye to
improving care and perpetuation of
avian species.

One way to achieve such desirabale
goals would be for the aviculturists to
do more than has been done to reach
out. Instead of just talking to avicul
turists, develop lines ofcommunication
with the scientific community.

Incentives are necessary. The various
avian societies catering to aviculturists
can (and should) develop appropriate
programs to give incentives to members
who do work in informing, contacting
and educating non-aviculturists. A.EA.
can playa major role and should lead
the way with a national program.
Entries from the local societies could be
submitted to A.EA. for consideration.
Some incentive should be developed,
probably by A.EA., to encourage the
writing of scientifically-oriented papers
covering work carried out by individual
aviculturists and such writing should be
made available to the scientific world
having an interest in avian activities.•
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