NOTICE

All correspondence
intended for the editor
of the Watchbird
should be mailed directly
to his address.

Sheldon Dingle
P.O. Box 340
Norco, CA 91760

Fom
She
Cdilors Dest

by Sheldon Dingle
Norco, California

1 believe in ghosts. I can’t belp it. The
late Joe DeAguiar bas appeared to me
several times recently regarding the
career of the AFA. Many of you won’t
remember Joe but be was one of the
AFA’s most ardent supporters as well as
one of its sternest critics.

Joe bad a dream for the AFA that
Drojected well into the future. He saw a
great glass and steel home office
building set on a large tract of land
planted and tended as a bird sanc-
tuary. He saw a buge, well-oiled
organization working with the pre-
cision of a Swiss watch. Joe saw the AFA
in its ideal, ultimate form and be
talked to people about it.

But Joe was not a mere dreamer. He
knew the AFA bad to begin small and
move one step at a time toward the
ultimate goal. He also warned that the
path was narrow and easily lost. He
Dpropbetically pointed out several
stumbling blocks that, indeed, the AFA
bas stumbled over.

In bis practical way, however (Joe
was an astute businessman), be tried to
boint out what be felt were
appropriate steps for the AFA to take.
His first thought was to establish a
bome office (the AFA bhad no office for
several years). He actually found a
Diece of property with a suitable house
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on it and proposed the AFA buy the
thing. It would serve as a home office
location and also as an investment.
From this point in time we can look
back and see what a great investment
the property would bave been bad we
bought it.

As a businessman, DeAguiar recog-
nized the value of professionals. He
always advocated a bome office and a
small, well-paid core of professionals
to run the business of the AFA. After all,
the AFA (if I recall correctly) turns over
something near a balf million dollars
annually. That is not a backyard bird
club. The AFA has a plethora of
everyday business transactions that
involve paying and receiving
payments from an assortment of
individuals, agencies, and businesses.
It functions as a small company con-
tracting with various vendors for
materials and services.

The AFA is also set up as a not-for-
profit organization. This means that
much of its energy must be supplied by
volunteer belp. Joe was astute enough
to know that 29 committees and
around 150 volunteer board members
would not, could not, pull together as
one big team. Communications alone
were, be felt, enough to confound such
a bulky, scattered group.

It was Joe DeAguiar, I believe, who
first suggested a home office and the
office of executive director. Hind sight,
Jolks, is 20/20. All the times I met with
Joe to discuss the AFA, I realize now, [
never understood what be was saying.
Nouw, several years after bis death, I've
run across well researched studies and
documents that point out in black and
white most of the things Joe wanted for
the organization. Joe was right. The
AFA, bowever, bas been very slow
shifting its buge organizational bulk
towards the functional form that Joe
recognized as correct and standard for
non-profit outfits.

But, I am bappy to report to Joe’s
ghost, the AFA bas actually made
noticeable progress. About three years
ago, then-President Lee Phillips took a
special interest in the home office. She
reorganized the personnel roster and
kept in very close touch with the office
activities. Under Phillips’ leadership
the AFA began to use more effectively
the executive committee, a smallish
group of AFA officers who bave been
able to consult together when necessary
and make immediate decisions. This
bas been a great belp in bandling the
everyday affairs of the AFA. Phillips,
like Joe DeAguiar, also recognized the
value of a small core of paid profes-
sional belp. When the Watchbird, for
example, was not serving the organi-
zation as well as she thought it might,
she was the one who called special
meetings and ultimately authorized
additional professional belp.

When Jennings came aboard as
Dpresident, one of the first things be did
was create the office of executive
director: Joe's ghost will clap bis hands
when be learns that. For years and
years everyone has agreed with
DeAguiar’s concept of the AFA being
coordinated and uplifted by a profes-
sional executive director. We all talked
about it but did nothing until Jennings
took the bold step and actually bired a
professional to fill the long-awaited
Dposition.

So the AFA is, slowly but surely,
evolving from the small roomful of
bird club entbusiasts into a more
sophisticated organization that can
better serve American aviculture. It is
developing organizational concepts
and offices that are in closer harmony
with the basic principles for non-profit
organizations.

But enough of this. I prefer not to
write on this organizational theme.
Otber subjects are so much more fun.
But in this case, what spurs me on is
that I believe the AFA is at the point
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Did You Know...

[] MOISTURE IN YOUR PET’S LITTER MAY BE HARMFUL.

Wet litter may grow Fungus which breeds Harmful Bacteria — Bacteria which
may help spread diseases.

Litter material such as newspaper, wood shavings and ground corn cobs, if
swallowed by your pet, may expand causing internal injuries.

(] MOST LITTERS CANNOT BE CLEANED, AND MUST
BE DISCARDED WHEN DIRTY OR SOILED.

Now there is one litter product that can be easily cleaned with a handy scoop,
and helps to keep your pet’s play area tidy and fresh 2 - 3 times longer.

Dr. Quinn’s Critter Litter is made from a safe, non-toxic material which will
not expand if swallowed by your pet.

And most important, Dr. Quinn’s has minimal moisture absorbancy which
almost eliminates bacteria breeding areas.

Hey Mac,

I see you're
using New
Dr. Quinn's
Critter Litter
t0o0... You
are a smart
bird! When
will Polly
catech on?
She always
has a mess
in her tray.

Dr. Quinn’s CRITTER LITTER

The ideal pet litter
for all cages and playpens.
Made from an exclusive formula.

* ECONOMICAL e BIO DEGRADABLE

* ATTRACTIVE + EASY CLEANING e b FREY, LTD.

* NON-TOXIC * 100% NATURAL an additional 7250 Auburn Boulevard, No. 152, Dept. B
Right now you can get 5 Ibs. FREE! Citrus Heights, CA 95610 U.S.A.
FIVE POUNDS FREE!* ($4.95 per 5 Ibs. (916) 922'3202

Freight not included.)
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VIDEOS

(4 Titles Available)

Keeping and Breeding Parrots, Finches,
Canaries, Around The Aviaries.
Acclaimed by Australia’s leading societies; are

now available in the U.S. TV system.

““High quality and informative videos.”
Bird Keeping in Australia, March 1986

FULL REVIEWS ON REQUEST
VHS or Beta format, send $39.00 U.S. Includes airmail
P&P, local cheques accepted. Send (airmail) to:

AVDEAN FILMS

74 Katanning St., Bayswater 6053
Western Australia

DISTRIBUTORS NEEDED
Limited Offer!

Large International Company Needs Bird Ori-
ented People to Handle Birds (livestock) and Full
Line Pet Supply Business.

PROTECTED TERRITORY & ACCOUNTS
‘We need small business people that want to grow
with us. We back you 100%. The following terri-
tories are available:

California Minnesota So. Louisiana
Oregon Iowa Oklahoma
Arizona Mississippi Texas
Nevada Wisconsin Florida
Idaho Ilinois Missouri
Wyoming Ohio Michigan
Montana Georgia Kansas
Colorado The Carolinas

New Mexico The Dakotas

Virginia New England Area

For more details call 1.C.C.
(518) 694-6478 ask for John or write:
I.C.C.
P.0. Box 4100
Farmingdale, NY 11738

NOTICE TO
DISPLAY ADVERTISERS
Watchbird display ad rates will
increase approximately 20% as

of October 1, 1986.

Bird
Pet and Supplies
Retailers —
did you know that one

of the most prestigious
bird publications,

The Watchbird

is available for
resale in your store?

Call or write for information:

American Federation of Aviculture
P.O. Box 1568
Redondo Beach, CA 90278

(213) 372-2988
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where it can mushroom into a truly
great organization but most of you
folks think the AFA is a mere magazine.
In fact, the AFA is a very complex
organization that has a number of
goals and accomplishments aside from
the best avicultural magazine going.
In the next few editorials I'll try to
touch on the AFA, the organization,
and show bhow it is put together and
how the various offices and parts
interface. You paid your money and

Yyou really deserve to know.

In the meanwbhile, the following few
letters are included for your perusal.
Ed.
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Dear Editor,

I am writing this letter as an avicul-
turist, resident of the state of New York,
and one who represented the AFA in
Albany on the bird legislation. I would
like to state at the outset that I still have
mixed feelings about this legislation.

One of the major problems I have
with this legislation is the large amount
of deforestation in the countries of
export. Where will the birds end up?
Shouldn’t they be exported? Also, what
about the loss of life in the capture and
importation of these beautiful creatures.
There must be some way we can deal
with these problems without the unne-
cessary loss of life. Unfortunately, I do
not have the answer. This is something
the AFA should give top priority to, even
to the extent of sanctioning someone to
capture and import birds for breeding
humanely. Under the new legislation in
New York, this would be permitted
since the AFA is considered an educa-
tional institution.

The legislation does not consider the
aviculturist on the same par with the
scientific, zoological and educational
institutions. This is wrong. It should be
noted that the private aviculturists have
more birds than any of the aforemen-
tioned groups. The private aviculturist
will be able, under this new legislation,
to purchase and sell wild-caught birds to
other breeders for five years only, and
then must apply for an extension. The
scientific, zoological and educational
institutions do not have the same
restraints.

We, as bird breeders, are capable of
breeding many types of birds and could
help fill the gap in the pet trade. I sell to

only three pet stores that handle large
birds, and this is because they have
demonstrated to me that they are able to
give what I consider proper care to all
the birds in their possession. This is not
to say that there are only three stores in
New York State that should have birds,
but I only deal with stores in close prox-
imity to my breeding facility.

My expectations may be too high, but
birds are living, breathing creatures and,
therefore, must be afforded proper care.
This is true for the wild-caught as well
as the domestic birds, both young and
adult. The birds did not ask to come
here, and if we keep them, we should
give them a longer life than they would
have in their natural environment. This
can be accomplished by way of foods,
housing, handling, and medical
attention. It has been demonstrated that
birds given proper care can live longer
in captivity than in the wild. This has
been proven by zoos and aviculturists
alike for years. An example of this is the
California Condor Project.

We, as aviculturists, have a responsi-
bility, and now is the time to implement
all our breeding knowledge before it is
too late. I believe John Stoodley issued a
challenge to American breeders at the
last convention to start really breeding.
This is the time to pick up the gauntlet
and run.

Some of the pet stores (ones that
specialize in birds) are already in the
process of switching to domestic birds
and seem to be doing quite well at this
time. Since the proposal of the new
legislation, many new breeders have
entered the market, and a number of
stores are now overloaded with teals
and keets, which are exempt under the
new legislation. Maybe the availability
of larger domestic birds (Amazons,
pionus, cockatoos, lories, macaws, etc.)
will be on the upswing due to the new
breeders. I am aware that it takes more
to breed the larger parrots. However, I
have confidence in the new breeders
(especially if they feel more for the
bird’s well-being than the dollars that
they hope to make) and I feel they will,
in time, have a substantial impact on the
bird market. One only has to look at the
ads in AFA, Bird World, Bird Talk,
Pionus Breeders Association, and the
Cockatoo Society publications to see
the amount of birds for sale.

Whatever the future holds and
whatever we do, we should remember
that the bottom line must be the welfare
of the birds.

Sincerely yours,
Paul Gildersleeve
Oyster Bay, New York



Dear Editor: s

I just wanted to drop you a line and
thank you for such an excellent publi-
cation as Watchbird, and also to thank
you for the recent coverage of Senate
Bill 497 in Maryland. I was one of many
aviculturists in attendance at the com-
mittee’s proceedings, along with Ro
Dahle, Maryland state coordinator, and
Lee Phillips, legislative vice president.
Thankfully, the bill received an
unfavorable report.

Additionally, I wanted to tell you of a
way I have found to combine two of my
great loves, namely birds and com-
puters, into an enjoyable service that
might benefit you and your readers. I
am talking about a Computer Bulletin
Board which I operate on my home
computer. It is a system which can be
called from any person with a computer
and device called a modem, which
allows connection via the normal tele-
phone lines from one computer to
another. On this system I have a section
devoted to birds — and anything to do
with birds. I like to explain the system
by reminding people of the cork
bulletin boards you’ll often find in a
supermarket. There, people will post
3x5 cards with things they want to sell,
services they offer, or just about any-
thing. The computer bulletin board is
much the same, although messages can
be a lot more varied, and answered by
other users. So far, interest in the birds
conference, as it is called, has been
steadily increasing since August of 1985
when I first set it up. Callers have been
coming in from all over the country and
leaving various messages, tips,
comments, questions, etc. all about
birds and related topics.

This is not a commercial interest in
any way. Callers only have to pay for the
price of the phone call they make, just
like any other telephone call. My com-
puter system accepts calls from 300 to
2400 Baud (a computer term indicating
the speed of the computer connection).
It operates 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, with the exception of a few hours
a week for scheduled maintenance and
network mail functions. The system can
be reached at (301) 252-0717, and is
physically located just north of
Baltimore, Maryland.

I hope that you might be able to
mention this bulletin board system to
your readers, and that it might help
them in various ways. I have seen
messages regarding things like finding a
mate for unpaired birds, questions on

cage materials, breeding, and even one
question asking which birds make the
best song — the person leaving the
message worked in a sound studio and
wanted to record it. Several veterinar-
ians have frequented the board, and
even left helpful hints. One user left a
listing of bird-related magazines around
the world in English-speaking coun-
tries. Watchbird was included in the list.
Well, I could go on, but hopefully you
can see what I am trying to explain.

Again, even if you're not able to tell
your readers about this system, I wanted
to say thank you for the notification and
reaction to the proposed Maryland
Senate Bill 497. Without the AFA and
their notifications to Maryland
members, I doubt we could have
prevented the bill from passing.

Thank you for your time!
Sincerely,
Thomas R. Hendricks
Lutherville, Maryland

Dear Mr. Dingle:

I'd like you to be aware of a small
problem. After the June/July issue I'm
sure there are a number of people who
think cliff swallows burrow into
riverbanks when they actually build
dome nests, and other readers may
think that barn swallows build dome
nests in colonies although they actually
nest in single pairs by building a cup-
type nest.

I'm referring to the article, **20th
Century Cliff Dwellers.” The photo-
graph on page 44 is of a colony of bank
swallows (Riparia riparia), not a
colony of cliff swallows as stated in the
article, and the photo on page 45 is of a
colony of cliff swallows, not barn
swallows.

I am by no means an authority but I
am aware of this slight mistake and it
may be appropriate to let my fellow bird
lovers know about it.

I have listed some books which may
support my opinion and if you have
time you may wish to look them over.
Please refer to the following:

A Field Guide to the Nests, Eggs and
Nestlings of North American Birds,
Colin Harrison. See pages 213-215.

Song and Garden Birds of North
America/National Geographic,
Alexander Wetmore. See pages 121-129.

The Audubon Society Field Guide to
North American Birds, Eastern Region,
John Bull and John Farrand, Jr. See
pages 330-334, 471-473 and 507-508.@

WHITE-BREASTED
NORMAL COLORS

@ Herschel Frey

1170 Firwood Dr.
Pittsburgh, PA. 15243
(412) 561-7194

AVIARY & ANIMAL PET SUPPLY
P.O. Box 514
Fort Towson, OK 74735

Three Types Automatic Watering Systems,
J-Clips, J-Clip Pliers, Flush Ground Cutting
Pliers, Pop Bottle Water Founts, Plastic &
Metal Feeders, Metal Trays, Breeding & Flight
Cages, Parrot Stands & Cups, Incubators,
Ketch-All Mouse Traps, Electric Foggers,
Automatic Light Timer, Kool Mist Foggers,
Medications, Vitamin & Mineral Supplements,
Books, Nylon Corner for 1” x 1” Steel Tubing,
Canary Nests, Canthaxanthin for Red Canaries,
Much More.

Send $1.00 for Illustrated Catalog #3 by
First Class Mail.

Aluminum
Leg Bands

PROMPT SERVICE e HIGH QUALITY

ORDER 1986 BANDS

Coded Parakeet Closed Bands.
Regular Initial Type Bands, not coded,
in choice of colors, open or closed.
Plastic Family Identification Bands
for keets or canary, choice of colors.
Leg Band Cutters. Bird Claw Scissors.

SEND SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED
ENVELOPE FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST.

RED BIRD
PRODUCTS, INC.

2786 Fruitridge Road
P.O. Box 20004 (Dept. A.F.A.)
Sacramento, CA. 95820
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