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Cap 'n Flint on the gangplank,
the number one bird in my life now.
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Buttans ‘v Bows.: the Beginning
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The silent aviary.

December/January 1987

by Jan Zeh
Houston, Texas

My first birds were button quail.
Upon seeing a handful of the tiny babies
running around in an aquarium, I was
hooked and in love. A few weeks later I
bought my first pair of birds.

As the young pair grew, I decided to
build an aviary. Even the name sounded
exciting. I read all I could find about
button quail, cage birds in general, and
aviaries. Still, I was an inexperienced
novice and made many mistakes. Some
proved to be fatal.

As the button quail were ground
birds, I felt it was important to have
more floor space than height in their
new home; in other words, long, wide
and short. Soon my husband was giving
input as he warmed to the project, fol-
lowed by a neighbor who couldn’t be
left out. I was relegated to the back-
ground as my simple, inexpensive
project developed into a neighborhood
undertaking costing three times what I
expected. The finished project was the
result of ideas from folks who never
owned a bird in their life rather than

what I wanted and knew to be safe.

A portion of the sides was covered
with 1/4” wire mesh (I wanted finer
mesh). The floors were wooden (I knew
they would be difficult to keep clean). It
was also long, narrow and tall. It had
legs to keep it off the ground and a good
roof and was functional if not beautiful.
The entire unit was little more than a big
cage but it would house birds and was
therefore an aviary. My aviary! I loved
saying it. Amid picture taking and
applause, Buttons and Bows were
released to their new quarters.

The buttons seemed happy with the
space and ground cover and ate their
seeds contentedly. I fussed with them
and over them and enjoyed caring for
them. To my delight, the female soon
laid a clutch of eggs beneath a pine
bough. I was as excited as an expectant
grandmother. Early one morning as I
left the house with their seeds and sup-
plies, I was greeted by little cheeps from
across the patio. My grand-birds had
arrived! There they were; four tiny balls
of fluff running after mother and cheep-
ing loudly. I immediately mailed hand-
written announcements to friends to
share my joy.

But the book said to remove the
babies, put them under a light and care
for them in special ways. I wanted
desperately to do everything right so
followed the instructions to the letter.
The babies did not do well. They did
not respond the way the book said they
would. They did not eat what the book
said they should. They weakened and
cheeped continuously. I began to
believe they were calling their mother;
worse, I thought she was answering
them. I decided to throw out the book
and return them to her. Surely she could
not do any worse with them than I was.
But, one by one, the cheeps were
silenced as each morning I found
another dead.

I hated it. I grieved and blamed myself
and decided I would do everything dif-
erently the next time. Surely there
would be a next time.

Continued on page 6
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Telephone 419-832-1641

Distributor inquiry is welcomed
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE

Dedicated to conservation of bird wildlife through encouragement of
captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
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American Pigeon Fanciers’ Council

American Cockatiel Society, Inc.
National Finch Society National Parrot Association

British Columbia Avicultural Society National Cockatiel Society - AmazonaSociety Macaw Society
Southeastern Aviculturists Association National Cage Bird Show, Inc.

ALABAMA
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ARIZONA

Arizona Aviculture Society
Arizona Budgerigar Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson
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CALIFORNIA

American Canary Fanciers
Association

Antelope Valley Bird Society
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Avicultural Association of
San Francisco
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Central California Cage Bird Club

Contra Costa Avian Society

Exotic Hookbill Society

Finch Society of San Diego County
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Fork & Feather Bird Club

Fresno Canary and Finch Club

Golden Gate Avian Society

Great Western Budgerigar
Society, Inc.

Hookbill Hobbyists of Southern
California

Inland Game Bird Breeders

Long Beach Bird Breeders

Norco Valley Bird Breeders

North County Aviculturists

Northern California Budgerigar
Society, Inc.

Nu-Color Bird Association

Orange County Bird Breeders

Redwood Budgie Hobbyists

San Diego Bird Breeders

San Diego County Canary Club

San Gabriel Valley Parrakeet
Association

$anta Clara Valley Canary & Exotic
Bird Club

South Bay Bird Club

South Coast Finch Society

Southern California Roller Canary
Club

Valley of Paradise Bird Club

Ventura County Bird Club

West Valley Bird Society

COLORADO

Colorado Cage Bird Association

Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, Inc.

CONNECTICUT

Connecticut Association for
Aviculture, Inc.

DELAWARE

Delaware Avicultural Association

For information about contacting any of these member clubs,
please call that club’s closest state coordinator. There isa
state coordinator listing with phone numbers elsewhere in this publication.

Asian Parakeet Society

MEMBER CLUBS

FLORIDA

Aviary & Cage Bird Society of
South Florida

Bird Club of Manatee

Central Florida Bird Breeders

Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club, Inc.

Greater Brandon Avian Society

Greater Jacksonville Avicuitural
Society, Inc.

Greater Miami Avicultural
Society, Inc.

Miami Parrot Club, Inc.
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Sunshine State Cage Bird
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Tropical Cockatiel Club of Miami

West Florida Avian Society Inc.
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HAWAIT
Exotic Birds of Hawaii

ILLINOIS
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Mid-West Hookbill Club

Piasa Cage Bird Club
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Mid-America Cage Bird Society

KANSAS
Capital City Bird Club of Kansas
Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.

LOUISIANA

Central Louisiana Budgerigar
Society .

Gulf South Bird Club

New Orleans Budgerigar Society

MARYLAND
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.

MASSACHUSETTS

Boston Cockatiel Society, Inc.

Boston Society for Aviculture, Inc.

Exotic Cage Bird Society of New
England

Massachusetts Cage Bird
Association, Inc.

Western New England Cage Bird
Society

MICHIGAN
Mid-West Canary Club
Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc.

MINNESOTA
Minnesota Cage Bird Association
North Star Parrot Breeders Society

MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Budgerigar Society

MISSOURI

Greater Kansas City Avicultural
Society

Missouri Cage Bird Association

NEBRASKA
Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society

NEVADA

Las Vegas Avicultural Society
Northern Nevada Cage Bird Society
Silver State Budgerigar Society, Inc.
Vegas Valley Caged Birds Association

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
New Hampshire Avicultural Society

Avicultural Society of America

NEW YORK

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association

Greater Rochester Hookbill
Association

Rochester Cage Bird Club

NORTH CAROLINA

Carolina Avicultural Society

Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird
Society

Smoky Mountain Cage Bird Society

Triad Exotic Bird Club

OHIO

Central Ohio Bird Fanciers, Inc.

Cleveland Cage Bird Society

Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club

Mid-American Exotic Bird
Society, Inc.

OREGON

Cascade Budgerigar Society
Columbia Canary Club
Emerald Exotic Bird Society
Exotic Bird Club of Oregon
Northwest Bird Club
Oregon Pheasant Breeders

PENNSYLVANIA

Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
Delaware Valley Bird Club

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
Philadelphia Avicultural Society
York Area Pet Bird Club

SOUTH CAROLINA
Carolina Cage Bird Club

TENNESSEE

East Tennessee Cage Bird Club
Greater Memphis Bird Club
Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club

TEXAS

Abilene Bird Club

Alamo Exhibition Bird Club
Dallas Cage Bird Society

Fort Worth Bird Club

Gulf Coast Aviculture Association
North Texas Cockatiel Club
Parrot People Club of Houston

UTAH
Avicultural Society of Utah
Utah Pheasant Society

VIRGINIA

National Capital Bird Club

Parrot Breeders Association

Peninsula Caged Bird Society

Southwestern Virginia Avicultural
Society

WASHINGTON

Avicultural Society of Puget Sound

Cascade Canary Breeders
Association

Northwest Aviculture Society

Northwest Exotic Bird Society

Washington Budgerigar Society, Inc.

Washington Ornamentat and Game
Bird Breeders

WISCONSIN
Milwaukee Bird Society, Ltd.
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.
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Soon after the loss of the babies, I
faced a new crisis. One day as I cleaned
their home, the button quail escaped.
They hopped from the aviary and took
off in different directions. I was frantic.
Both had disappeared in the under-
brush and no help was available. After
many anxious moments I caught the
male in a net as he ran from the
bamboo. The female had disappeared
among the ferns but revealed her hiding
place when she called to her mate. Fol-
lowing a complicated game of hide-and-
seek which included scrambling around
on my hands and knees, the femal was,
at last, safely in the net. When they were
back in the aviary strutting around as
though nothing had happened, 1
breathed a sigh of relief. Just another
day in the life of a birdkeeper.

As the buttons occupied only the
floor of the aviary, I decided there was a
good deal of space going to waste. I
filled that space with a pair of colorful
zebra finch, a new stage in my ongoing
affair with birds. Flying birds added an
exciting new dimension to the aviary
and to my learning about birdkeeping. I
included perches, swings and branches
along with a nesting cup and material.
Maybe the latter was wishful thinking
but it was something to look forward to.
Now the place was really beginning to
look like an aviary.

The zebras were clowns and a joy.
They soon became accustomed to me
and called loudly whenever [ appeared.
I loved the recognition and anticipated
it each morning as I left the house with
their feed. I even answered them.

All was going well. The zebras
showed signs of nest building and the
female button quail had deposited
another clutch of eggs in the brush. I
had never seen so many eggs at one time
in one place. If every egg hatched I
would have baby buttons galore! At
night I would listen to the quail calling
to one another and I felt warm and
happy with my collection.

But something was wrong. Each
morning the clutch of eggs appeared
smaller. Surely it was only my imagi-
nation. To make matters worse, the
female appeared to have abandoned
them. So much for baby buttons. Again.

Soon the clutch had dwindled to a
few eggs. It was a mystery as to what
had happened to them. I knew she
would eventually have another clutch
and consoled myself with that.

One morning as [ stepped out on the
patio I was met with silence. This was
most unusual as the zebras never failed to
greet me. I called to them from across the
patio and awaited their response. Silence.



I ran to the aviary fearing the worst. The
button quail went about their business
on the cage bottom, picking at seeds and
scratching in the ground cover. The
zebras had disppeared.

The aviary door was locked. There
were no gaping spaces or holes. There
was absolutely no way the birds could
have escaped yet they had totally disap-
peared as if by magic. I couldn’t be-
lieve it.

I did not have time to unravel the
mystery as I had to leave for work. I
turned over the crime solving to my son
and left in puzzlement and grief. My son
later phoned to announce that the
mystery of the missing birds—along
with the missing eggs—had, indeed,
been solved. A snake had been sharing
the aviary.

Although the wire mesh was only
1/4”, the hungry young snake had
slipped through. After feeding on the
quail eggs he was too fat to leave. And
why would he want to leave when he
had it so good; with food, water and
cover available he had all the comforts
of home. After the eggs were gone he
fed on the finch as they slept.

When cleaning the aviary the only
area I did not disturb was the cover
around the eggs. This must have been
his hiding place and we were within
inches of one another several times. I
wondered what [ would have done had
we met face to face!

When I returned home from work
my son displayed the young Texas rat
snake that had stowed away in the
aviary. Two bulges in his long body were
evidence of his most recent meal—the
zebras.

The button quail had been spared due
to their size and seemed undisturbed by
the visit of the unwelcomed guest. I
missed the happy little finch and the
empty swings and perches served as a
reminder of the loss. Mostly, I missed
their greeting each morning. The fe-
male quail continued to lay eggs that
never hatched. Eventually the male died
and the lonely female called for him for
several days. I lay awake at night listen-
ing to her endless calling and grieved
with her.

The aviary stands vacant now in the
shade of the overhanging bamboo,
occupied only by an occasional wasp
nest. The ferns have spread to cover the
door. My interest and love for birds
is now channeled to parrots and an
African grey shares our home as part of
the family. I continue to learn with
fewer mistakes. In the meantime, the
little aviary is the memory of the joy—
and pain—of my first birds. ®
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WYOMING

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
Mark these dates and plan to attend!

February 10, 1987

Universal City, California — Sheraton Premier

Winter Board Meeting/I. EC.B. Symposium

August 12 thru 16, 1987
Seattle, Washington — Westin Hotel
13th Annual Convention

COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

Animal Exchange, Rockville, MD  Pritchard Bookkeeping Service, El Cajon, CA
Valentine Equipment Co., Hinsdale, I Nekton US.A_, Inc., St. Petersburg, FI.

Fins, Furs, 'n Feathers, Boca Raton, FL
Parrot Jungle, Inc., Miami, FL

Pet Farm, Inc., Miami, FL

Kellogg, Inc., Milwaukee, W

Auerhahn Ranch, Boerne, TX  Tammy's Landing, Kernville, CA
Koolau Pets, Kaneohe, HI

East Coast Aviaries, Inc., Conway, SC  Royal Plaza Resort Motel and Aviaries, Pompano Beach, FL
House of Tropicals, Glen Burnie, MD  Hagen Avicultural Research Institute, Rockwood, Ontario, Canada

Petland—White Flint Plaza, Kensington, MD  Scooter’s Pet Shop, Novato, CA  Birds Only, Naples, FL,
The Pet Ranch, Jamul, CA  Petland, Honolutu, HE  The Feather Connection, Miami, FL
Rolf C. Hagen, Inc., St. Laurent, Quebec, Canada  Birdland, Albuquerque, NM  Animal Crackers, Glendale, W
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