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Certainly when one thinks of tropi
cal climes, images of toucans, bright
flowers and parrots screaming
through the green foliage come to
mind. Despite such visions, parrots
seem to have been neglected, for the
most part, by tropical naturalists/
ornithologists. The life cycles of most
common species have yet to be docu
mented in the wild and certainly the
complex ecology of the rarer species
remains to be studied. With new
species of psittacines yet to be dis
covered, and described populations
heading for what may weU be certain
extinction, this book makes a most
welcome entrance. Until "The Parrots
of Luquillo" publication, no defini
tive study existed on a single species
of New World psittacine.

While the orientation of the book is
academic, the information included is
digestable to the lay reader and of
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tremendous value to the aviculturisr.
A substantial portion of the book is
devoted to the species' diet, a topic
that should interest all owners of
Amazon parrots. Finally, we have
some sound scientific data as to the
wild diets of Amazon parrots! Of
equal importance is the significant
portion of the book that deals with
the species' reproductive biology.
Details are given on every aspect
including choice of nest sites, spacing
of nests, reusing of nests and nest
hole orientation. Details are given as
to pair formation, egg-laying, incuba
tion and chick rearing.

With increasing concern about the
future survival of parrots, this literary
contribution is of unequalled value as
no other parrot program has been so
long lasting and detailed. Certainly
this is to become one of the classic
studies referred to for years to come
by researchers, conservationists and
aviculturists. Hard bound, the book
contains numerous color and black
and white illustrations and photo
graphs. Despite what appears to be a
well written and produced book (the
binding of my copy has survived
numerous page bending efforts as
needed to photocopy excerpts for
colleagues), its price does not reflect
its worth. It is obtainable from the
publisher (Western Foundation of
Vertebrate Zoology, Suite 1411, 1100
Glendon Ave., Los Angeles, CA
90024) for a meager 31.00 (plus
6.5% sales tax if you reside in
California).

"The Parrots of Luquillo" received
financial support from the World
Wildlife Fund, The International
Council for Bird Preservation, the
Western Foundation of Vertebrate
Zoology, and the U.S. Fish and Wild
life Service.

Any profits from the sales go to the
Puerto Rican Parrot project. "The
Parrots of Luquillo" by Noel Snyder,
James Wiley and Cameron Kepler,
should be on the library shelf of all
aviculturists with an interest in ew
World parrots and/or conservation. If
you own an Amazon parrot, you'll
likely be unable to put the book
down. Get your copy now as it's
bound to be of limited availability in
years to come.•

The PB-1000TM
Portable Brooder

for the home and car!
Ughtwelght and portable. The PB-1000 Is the answer
for convenience when hand feeding birds. _

Available in Three Sizes -=-
(303) 223-7280 •

THE FEATHER'S EDGE
5901 Mercury Drive, Dept. AFA, Ft. Collins, Colorado 80525

AviComp Announces... Easy-To-Use
Avicultural Software for the Apple

MacintsohTM

Curator of Birds manages, analyzes and derives
information (in colorful graphic form) from taxonomic, bird,
transaction, area, nesting, hatchability, fertility, incubation, bird
weight, egg weight and size, morbidity, medical, necropsy, intake,
molt, pedigree, environmental, and daily note data.

Let's say you wanted to plot weights of Hyacinth Macaws, correlate
weight changes with diet type and intake quantity, light cycle, molt
occurance, or temperature - or - kJ10W hatchability by species by
incubation method in total and by year for the last ten years?

Curator of Birds renders these questions moot - bringing them to the
level of points, clicks, and minutes (often seconds). Curator of Birds
retains information about your collection, building a database of
medical and husbandry knowledge. If this enables you to save the
life of ONE animal or increase fecundity for one species the software
has paid for itself (in some cases many times over) and species
survival outlooks are brightened.

Curator of Birds comes with over 100 Custom Reports - from
pedigrees, to fecundity analysis, to medical summaries. Custom
reports can be run with simple points and clicks - or you can just as
easily design your own reports and graphs with powerful report
editing and graphing features. Search for, sort, export or import data
with simple points and clicks - no arcane or esoteric commands - no
computer experience necessary.

For more information about Curator of Birds, Hemalytic
(Avian Hematological Analysis), or our Contract
Programming Services please contact AviComp at PO. Box
17184 Cincinnati, OH 45217, on Compuserve (72137,2317), or
on America Online (AviComp).
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