Photo by George D. Dodge/Dale R. Thompson, Canyon Country, CA

Green-naped Lory

Photo by Don Wells/AVICO, Norco, CA

The Goldie’s Lorikeet
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Getting started with

Lories

by Dick Schroeder
Inglewood, California

Every month or so I'm asked to
speak at local (sometimes not so
local) bird clubs. I either speak on
lories or softbills, whichever the
program officer wishes. These being
my favorite groups of birds, I would
hate to have to choose between
keeping only one or the other.

After a lory program, one of the
questions I'm most frequently asked
is, ““What are the best lories for a first
time lory breeder to start with?’’
They have all seen the slides of the
more exotic members of the Loriidae
family, i.e. Stellas, Fairy, Red-flanked,
etc. and, of course, want to start right
out with these. This is fine, since the
basic husbandry of lories is the same
regardless of the species. It’s just that
it is a lot easier to breed some species
than it is others, and I don’t like to see
someone lose their enthusiasm with
breeding birds because of early
failures.

The Blue-streaked Lory

It would certainly be best to start
with one of the most common varie-
ties, as these are not only easy to find,
they would be the least expensive to
purchase, and the easiest to sell the
offspring of. Some suggestions would
be Red or Moluccan Lory (Eos bornea
bornea), Blue-streaked Lory (Eos
reticulata), Green-naped or ‘‘Rain-
bow’’ Lory (Trichoglossus haema-
todus bhaematodus), or the Chatter-
ing Lory (Lorius garrulus and ssp.).

Now, after giving you several
choices of species with which to
begin your lory breeding venture, I'll
tell you what you really want to start
with. The little Goldie’s Lorikeet
(Glossopsitta goldiei). (You taxonom-
ists can argue with Rosemary Low or
Joseph Forshaw re: the genus). This
little 7-inch native of New Guinea is
perfect for beginners as well as the
experienced lory breeder looking for
something new.

While they may not be the most
colorful member of the family (they
aren’t red!), the various shades of
green, along with the scarlet, purple,
and blue on the head certainly make
them attractive. There are several
reasons for choosing Goldie’s to
begin with. They are most quiet of all
lories, and they are usually quite pro-

Photo by George D. Dodge/Dale R. T<h0mpson, Canyon Country, CA



L/M Animal Farms

Pleasant Plain, Ohio 45162

- Yot LM Qaaé/y




AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE

Dedicated to conservation of bird wildlife through encouragement of
captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

1990 - 1991 OFFICERS

JACK CLINTON-EITNIEAR, President (512) 828-5306

CHUCK SAFFELL, 1st Vice President (813) 722-0997
VICKI FLETCHER, Chief Financial Officer (206) 841-2705

LEGAL COUNSEL e LEGISLATIVE
AFA office, P.0. Box 56218, Phoenix, AZ 85079-6218
(602) 484-0931 /FAX (602) 484-0109

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
African Love Bird Society « Amazona Society American Cockatiel Society, Inc.  American Budgerigar Society, Inc. * Avian Insights Bird Club
Avicultural Society of America « Budgerigar Research Association » International Aviculturists Society * International Dove Society
International Loriidae Society + International Softbill Society  National Cockatiel Society = National Finch & Softhill Society
National Parrot Association * Society of Parrot Breeders and Exhibitors

JERI WRIGHT, 2nd Vice President (206) 838-9802
LINDA SUN, Executive Secretary (714) 688-4907

Northeastern Region

Paul Gilders!seve, regional v. p.
(516) 922-1169

CONNECTICUT

State coordinator:

Gustave Saehorst (203) 745-3697

Connecticut Association for
Aviculture, Inc.

New England Finch Fanciers

MAINE
State coordinator:

MASSACHUSETTS
State coordinator:
Dennise Cabral (508) 586-3293
Berkshire Cage Bird Friends
Unlimited
Boston Cockatie! Society, Inc.
Boston Society for Aviculture, Inc.
Exotic Cage Bird Society of
New England
Massachusetts Cage Bird
Association, Inc.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
State coordinator:

Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
New Hampshire Avicultural Society
Northeastermn Avicultural Society

NEW YORK

State coordinator:

Barbara Heck (518) 766-2778

Broome County Bird Club

Buffalo Hookbill Association

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association

Greater Rochester Hookbill
Association

RHODE ISLAND
State coordinator:

VERMONT
State coordinator:
Peter Lowry (802) 754-6494

Mid-Atlantic Region

Dick Ivy, regional vice pres.
{804) 898-5090

DELAWARE
State coordinator:
Nancy Selz (302) 798-8625

BISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

State coordinator:

Thomas Marshali (703) 759-5978
National Capitol Bird Club

MARYLAND

State coordinator:

Orva Clubb (301) 248-3818
Baltimore Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Del-Mar-Va Cage Bird Club
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.

NEW JERSEY

State coordinator:

Vicki Clark (609) 395-7208
South Jersey Bird Club

The Real Macaw

PENNSYLVANIA

State coordinator:

Kristine Kroner (215) 628-4143
Anthracite Bird Club

Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
Chester County Bird Breeders
Delaware Valley Bird Club

Erie Cage Bird Club

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
Philadelphia Avicultural Society

VIRGINIA

State coordinator:

Dawn Kopf (703) 368-1660
Commonwealth Aviculture Society
Parrot Breeders Association
Peninsula Caged Bird Society
Tri-State Bird Club & Foundation

WEST VIRGINIA

State coordinator:

-

Southeastern Region

Wilford Pace, regional vice pres.
(601) 781-2364

ALABAMA

State coordinator:

Charles Reaves (205) 892-0015

Alabama Budgerigar and Cockatiel

Bird Club of Greater Birmingham

Bi-state Avicultural Association

Central Alabama Aviculture Society

Southeastem Aviculturist
Association

FLORIDA (NORTH)

Stata coordinator:

Cal Kimura (407) 892-7661

Central Florida Bird Breeders
Association

Exotic Bird Club of Florida

Gainsville Bird Fanciers

Gulf Coast Bird Club

Imperial Bird Club

Panhandte Aviculture Society

Southwest Florida Bird Club

Sunshine State Cage Bird
Society, Inc.

West Florida Avian Society, Inc.

FLORIDA (SOUTH)

State coordinator:

Tom Ireland (407) 968-4214

Aviary & Cage Bird Society of
South Florida

Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club

Greater Brandon Avian Society

Lemon Bay Bird Club

Miami Parrot Club, inc.

Suncoast Avian Society

Tropical Cockatie! Club

MEMBER CLUBS

GEORGIA

State coordinator:

Mimi Shepherd, DVM
(404) 377-6319

KENTUCKY

State coordinator:

Thomas B. Angel, Jr., DVYM **
(606) 371-4929

Kentuckiana Bird Society

MISSISSIPPI
State coordinator:
Jerry Pace (601) 781-2364

NORTH CAROLINA

Stats coordinator:

Bob Beech (919) 855-8292

Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird
Society

Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society

Smoky Mountain Cage Bird Society

Triad Exotic Bird Club

PUERTORICO
Coordinator:
David Negron (809) 251-1153

SOUTH CAROLINA

State coordinator:

Ted Stephens (803) 279-3374
Bird Buddies

TENNESSEE

State coordinator:

Richard Porter, MD (901) 386-1625
Greater Memphis Bird Club

Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club
Tennessee Valley Caged Bird Club

VIRGIN ISLANDS
State coordinator:

Mid-Eastern Region

Bob Smith, regional v.p.
(517) 764-5170

ILLINOIS

State coordinator:

Bonnie Doane (312) 223-2117
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Ciub
Illini Bird Fanciers

Northern illinols Parrot Society
Springfield Pet Bird Club

INDIANA

State coordinator:

Nicole Vander Heyden, DVM
(317) 786-1826

Central Indiana Cage Bird

MICHIGAN

State coordinator:

Jane Stuart (313) 453-3465

Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club

Great Lakes Avicultural Society
Lansing Caged Bird Club
Mid-Michigan Bird Club

Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc.
Town & Country Feathered Friends

OHIO
State coordinator:
John Wathen (614) 421-4126
Avicultural Society of
Greater Cincinnati
Cleveland Cage Bird Society
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club
Mid-American Exotic Bird
Society, Inc.
Northwest Ohio Exotic Bird Club

WISCONSIN

State coordinator:

David Bluma (414) 554-8432
Kenosha Exotic Bird Club
Milwaukee Bird Society, Ltd.
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, inc.

North Central Region

James McCabe, regional vice pres.
(612) 753-5241

ICWA

State coordinator:

Randy Karg (712) 542-4190
Mid-America Cage Bird Society

MINNESOTA
State coordinator:

Minnesota Companion Bird
Association

NEBRASKA

State coordinator:

Father John Glaves (402) 729-2058
Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society

NORTH DAKOTA

State coordinator:

Christine Bjerke (701) 241-9742
SOUTH DAKOTA

State coordinator:

Royce King (605) 393-1720
Black Hills Cage Bird Club

South Central Region

Paddy Lambert, regional vice pres.
(314) 962-8186

ARKANSAS
State coordinator:
Carol Hoerres (501) 839-2948

KANSAS
State coordinator:

Hal Prester (316) 788-4505 **
Kansas Avicultural Society, inc.

LOUISIANA
State coordinator:

Gulf South Bird Club, Inc.
Southwest Louisiana Bird Club

MISSOURI

State coordinator:

Walter C. Crawford (314) 838-6193

Gateway Parrot Club

Greater Kansas City Avicultural
Society

Missouri Cage Bird Association

OKLAHOMA

State coordinator:

Richard Bewley, (918) 369-2580
Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Cage Bird Socigty

TEXAS (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Tom Squyres (817) 244-4126
Dalias Cage Bird Society

Fort Worth Bird Club

Plano Exotic Birds

TEXAS (SOUTH)

State coordinator:

Daniel Gonzalez (512) 399-6464
Parrot People

Northwestern Region

Ron Sweere, regional vice pres.
(503) 324-2473

ALASKA
State coordinator:
Jim Bauman (907) 34-0623 **

IDAHO
State coordinator:
Arnold Davis {208) 775-3609

MONTANA
State coordinator:
Fred Frey (406) 549-0530

OREGON
State coordinator:

Cascade Canary Breeders Assoc.
Emerald Exotic Bird Club
Northwest Bird Club

Rose City Exotic Bird Club

WASHINGTON

State coordinator:

Natalie Weiss (206) 927-6983

Jeri Wright, legislative liaison
(206) 838-9802

Avicultural Society of Puget Sound

Cascade Canary Breeders
Association

Fine Feathered Friends

Greater Spokane Avicultural Society

South Sound Exotic Bird Society

Washington Budgerigar Society, Inc.

October / November 1990



Western Region

Gary Clifton, regional vice pres.

(602) 946-1304

ARIZONA

State coordinator:

Sunny Clarkson (602) 843-0614
Arizona Avian Breeders Assoc.

. Arizona Aviculture Society

Arizona Budgerigar Society
Arizona Seed Crackers Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson
L.0.0.N.Y. Central

Turkey Flats LO.ON.Y.

Yuma Imperial Exotic Bird Club

COLORADO

State coordinator:

Susan Baker (303) 223-2452

Colorado Cage Bird Association

Front Range Avian Society

Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, tnc.

NEVADA

State coordinator:

Joyce Ferguson (702) 649-8026
Las Vegas Avicultural Society

NEW MEXICO
State coordinator:

Flying Feathers Aviculture
Society

UTAH

State coordinator:

Rex Kennedy {801) 571-6183

Avicultural Society of Utah

Utah Pheasant Society

WYOMING
State coordinator:

.

Northern California
Region

Dick Dickinson, regional v.p.
(408) 248-1641

CALIFORNIA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Joanne Abramson
{707) 964-4380
Aviary Association of Kern
Avicultural Association of
San Francisco
Butte County Bird Club
Capitol City Bird Society
Central Coast Avicultural Society
Coastal Avian Society
Contra Costa Avian Society
Foothill Bird Fanciers
Golden Gate Avian Society
Redwood Exotic Bird Society
Santa Clara Valley Canary &
Exotic Bird Club
Westem Bird Breeders Society

HAWAI
State coordinator:

Southern California
Region

Aletta M. Long, regional v.p.
(213) 596-7429

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)

SAN DIEGO AREA:

State coordinator:

Mike Morrison (619) 466-4999

Finch Society of San Diego County

Hookbill Hobbyists of Southern
Califomia

North County Aviculturists

San Diego County Bird Breeders
Association

San Diego County Canary Club

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)
LOS ANGELES AREA:
State coordinator:

California Game Breeders
Association

. Golden West Game Breeders and

Bird Club
Hi Desert Bird Club
tong Beach Bird Breeders
Norco Valley Bird Breeders
Orange County Bird Breeders
Valley of Paradise Bird Club
West Valley Bird Society

* Position open — contact regional vice president if interested
** Indicates 2 year term has been fulfilled. If no new interested party
comes forward and indicates a desire to serve, incumbent remains in

position.

Forinformation about contacting any of these member clubs,
please call that club's state coordinator.

SCHEDULE FOR
AFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
Mark these dates and plan to attend!

FALL BOARD MEETING
November 2, 3, 4, 1930
Clarion Hotel
Sait Lake City, utah
For hotel reservations call: Cathy Stromberg 1-800-933-9678

WINTER REGIONAL MEETING
February 8, 9, 10, 1991
Albuquerque Hilton Hotel
Albuquerque, New Mexico

SUMMER ANNUAL CONVENTION
August 6 - 12, 1991
Red Lion Hotel
San Diego, California

lific. Three clutches a year are com-
mon. (That’s six babies, as lories lay
only two eggs with each clutch).
Nothing could be easier to hand feed,
if you choose to do so, than a Goldie.
If you have ever waited too long to
pull a conure chick for hand rearing,
you know what a struggle this can be.
Not so with these little guys, they will
eat at any age. They will even start
eating nectar from a dish while still in
pinfeathers if they are kept with older
chicks.

Being one of the smaller lories,
they will breed in smaller accommo-
dations. Ours do quite well in cages
18’ deep x 24"’ high x 30"’ long.
Nearly any size of nest box will do
(this is true for most lories). A budgie
box with pine shavings or eucalyptus
chips is fine. As with all lories (there
are a few exceptions), two eggs will
be laid and incubated for 23 days.
When they hatch, the Goldie’s chicks
are covered in long, white down,
looking very much like two golf balls.
Goldie parents are among the best, in
fact, we use them for fostering some
of the more difficult species. The
chicks can be pulled for hand rearing
if they are intended as pets, or left
with the parents to be reared for
future breeding stock.

The diet for our Goldie’s is the
same as all the rest of our lories and
lorikeets. (The difference between a
lory and a lorikeet is the same as
between a parrot and a parakeet). All
of our breeder pairs receive nectar
every day, as well as apple and grapes.
Many of our pairs also have dry lory
diet as well. We-use Avico’s Lory Life
and Lory Life Nectar. There are other
prepared diets available as well as mil-
lions of home brew recipes. It used to
be that every lory keeper had his own
“‘secret’’ recipe, but the availability of
commercially prepared ‘‘complete”’
diets has made keeping these beauti-
ful birds much easier.

It has been said that lories are ‘‘too
messy’’ to fool with. I find just the
opposite to be true. Granted, here in
coastal southern California, we can
keep our birds outside all year long,
which makes keeping any birds
easier. We also have a number of
other hookbills which, of course, eat
seed. The seed eaters are far more
work to clean up after than the lories.
With lories there are no seed hulls to
rake up, their liquid droppings disap-
pear into the shrubbery or ground
cover. When the water dishes are
refilled each day, the cage is squirted
out and the clean up is done.

Lories are generally aggressive and
should be housed one pair to a cage.
There are some exceptions wherein
they can be colony bred. We have
successfully raised the little Meyer’s
Lorikeet (Trichoglossus flavoviridis
meyeri) in this manner. It is almost
impossible to keep accurate records
when more than one pair is in a cage,
so we have discontinued this practice.
With the larger species of lories,
colony breeding is very risky, as they
will kill or severely injure anything in
their cage, including ground birds like
button quail. They are definitely best
kept to themselves.

We have housed lories in planted
aviaries on several occasions. The
little guys (Goldie’s, Meyet’s, Fairies,
etc.), make very little impact on the
plants, but the larger species seem to
chew off leaves just to watch them
fall.

Goldies, as well as a large number
of other species, are still imported on
occasion. Even so, when a shipment
may contain 100 Red Lories and 200
Green-naped Lories as well as many
Chattering Lories, there may be only
20 or less Goldie’s Lorikeets. And, as
it seems that most bird importation
will end within the next five
years, it’s imperative that we establish
some of these beautiful little nectar
feeding parrots in our aviaries. The
days of huge shipments of birds to be
sold as pets are nearly over. If we and
future generations are to continue to
enjoy these very special birds, we
must act now to preserve them in
captivity. As imported birds become
less available, it is very important to
affiliate with a specialty group work-
ing with your particular species.
These groups generally publish a
yearly roster which enables members
to find other members who are work-
ing with their particular species. A
census is usually taken so that
members will know which birds need
more work and which are becoming
well established.

Those interested in breeding lories
are encouraged to join the Interna-
tional Loriidae Society (I.L.S.).
Contact Sharon Casmier, Secretary,
17704 S. Tapps Drive E., Sumner, WA
98390.

The I.L.S. publishes a quarterly
bulletin as well as a census and roster.
The bulletin contains classified ads
for members as well as informative
articles on lories in captivity and con-
servation efforts in the wild. It has an
international membership and is well
worth the $20 yearly dues. ®
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